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12/07/2016     7:30 pm
at the home of 

Don and Renee
Krall

All VT members are 
welcome

month, put together by visi-
tation chair Sue Cohen. With 
all the time and effort that is 
put into the Tidbits, it is so 
sad when someone calls the 
house to ask us what is in the 
Tidbits for them to read. So 
please take some time out 
of your busy day’s schedule 
and read what is going on 
during the month.
We hope to see you all at the 
Holiday Party in December. 
Our vice presidents, Robert 
and Joy Starks, and all their 
helpers have been very busy 
making table decorations and 
putting it all together for your 
enjoyment. Don’t miss it! 
Yellow rocks to all,
  Don and Renee

Well, another year bites 
the dust and it seems that 
they go by so fast for us 
older folks. We would like 
to wish all of you a great 
Holiday Season and the 
best of the New Year.
As a New Year’s resolution, 
we would like to ask that all 
members read our newslet-
ter to see what is coming 
up over the next month. We 
have a wonderful newslet-
ter (Tidbits) that has taken 
many hours of time to put 
together. You can see what 
dances we will be going to 
as an official visitation, or a 
recommended dance of the 

Holiday
Party

December 11, 2016, is the 
date of our annual Holiday 
Party. The time is from 2:00 
to 5:00 PM at the Wilkinson 
Center. You will not want to 
miss this wonderful event. 
Bring a friend. See page 3 for 
more details. 
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Sandy Tilsen Okada’s name 
was drawn in the Club mem-
ber drawing at the October 
dance, but she wasn’t there 
since she is still recovering 
from her recent back surgery. 
Too bad, since she and Roy 
almost never miss a Valley 
Trailers’ dance, but she can 
take some consolation from 
the fact that the pot was only 
for $10. Next month at our 
anniversary dance, it goes to 
$20, so that’s just one more 
reason why you should be 
there.

April Fool's Day is the 
one day of the year 
when people criti-
cally evaluate news 
articles before ac-
cepting them as true.

Hunter Keller
Caller

ipation of a bunch of callers 
on stage and a whole lot of 
Club members on the floor. It 
was a magnificent event that 
would not have happened 
had Hunter not pursued it.

We are all fortunate that Mr. 
Keller relocated to Southern 
California and brought with 
him the keen sense of well 
being for square dancers 
and their clubs, so now it is 
up to us. Let him know you’re 
glad he’s here, and celebrate 
your club, the Valley Trailers, 
and its contribution not only 
to square dancing but to so-
ciety as a whole. See you on 
the dance floor.

Bob DavisWhat a great way to close 
out 2016 with Hunter Keller 
on stage on December 17. 
Hunter has a resume going 
all the way back to his grand-
parents and then his par-
ents who took him to square 
dances at a very young age. 
It's no wonder that the talent 
he brings to dances all over 
the West is so well received. 
It would be an understate-
ment to say that Hunter is 
a bright and shining reason 
why square dancing is here 
to stay, and the excitement 
he creates on the floor for all 
to enjoy is just another of the 
reasons.

Hunter created a movement 
here in Southern California 
when he organized a charity 
dance for the American Can-
cer Society, and the Valley 
Trailers jumped in with all the 
support we could give.  The 
result was several thousand 
dollars raised and the partic-
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made it difficult for the judges 
to choose.  Bob and Carole 
Davis, Yoli Alvarado, and Di-
ana Smith were the top win-
ners and garnered prizes of 
pumpkins overflowing with 
candy.  The ‘piece de resis-
tance’ was the coveted prize 
of the evening, a $50.00 
cash award for the most orig-
inal costume.  No one was 
surprised when Chuck and 
Judie Bagwell, dressed as 
an incredible zombie couple, 
received the top prize.

Be sure to mark your calen-
dar for two of our most im-
portant upcoming events: our 
Anniversary Dance on No-
vember 19th and our annual 
Holiday Party on December 
11th.  Our Anniversary Dance 
will be celebrating 62 years of 
the Valley Trailers dancing to-
gether.  We have two dynam-
ic callers, Mike Seastrom and 
Charlie Robertson, calling 
for us that evening.  For this 
dance, we will not be alter-
nating MS and Plus, it will be 
Plus only with the usual star 
tip. Our favorite cuer, Cindy 
Mower, will be cueing for us.  
If you would be willing to do-
nate a gift card for us to raffle 
off, we would appreciate your 
help.  You can give them to 
anyone on the Board.  

The wait will be over soon! 
This is the evening that our 
new vintage print outfits will 
be revealed!  All Valley Trail-
ers will gather together for 
our annual photo.  Special 
appetizers will be provided 
by the Board members, and 
Anita is ordering a special an-
niversary cake for our event.  

Dolva has made posters 
with pictures of past years 
to be on display in the hall.  
The fun begins at 7:15 PM 
with rounds and 8-10:30 PM 
with squares at the Wilkin-
son Center.

Our Holiday Party is just 
around the corner, Decem-
ber 11th from 2-5 PM, here 
at the Wilkinson Center, 
8956 Vanalden Avenue, 
Northridge.  Preparations 
have been in the making 
for months.  Handmade gin-
gerbread houses will be the 
centerpieces for our tables.  
Stonefire Grill will be provid-
ing our holiday dinner while 
RJ Stinger’s one-man band 
will be playing for us.  This 
is the time to don your fin-
est holiday attire and dance 
the day away with friends.  
Dinner is free for club and 
class members, and $5.00 
for family and friends. We 
ask members to bring either 
a dessert or appetizer de-
pending on the first letter of 
their last name.  If your last 
name is from A-M, please 
bring an appetizer, and from 
N-Z please bring a dessert. 
Everyone please bring an 
unwrapped toy or stuffed 
animal for a child or teen-
ager to be given to Toys for 
Tots. Handmade invitations 
and signups are available 
on Tuesday evenings from 
7-9:45 PM and at the Anni-
versary Dance. This promis-
es to be a memorable event; 
please join us!

Our Monster Mash extrava-
ganza was a huge success!  
Nick and Gail Koulax and 
their helpers transformed 
our hall into a scary delight.  
Over half of the dancers 
were in costumes and Hal-
loween garb.  We had about 
15 squares in attendance 
and had four squares in the 
A1 tip. The excitement and 
energy of our caller, Da-
vid Mee, was reflected in 
the dancers.  His choice of 
Halloween themed square 
dance songs was phenome-
nal.  Cindy Mower filled the 
floor with round dancers of all 
levels.  Steve and Joyce Kay 
provided yummy Halloween 
goodies.

The highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of the 
prizes for the most original 
costume.  There were many 
outstanding costumes, which 3

Rob & Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents
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Roy's 
Reviews

it look way too easy, although 
even his Mainstream tips 
were not for the faint of heart. 
David’s beautiful wife Dawn 
really helped the singles ro-
tation by doing the man’s part 
in every tip.

There were five squares up 
for the A1 star tip, and just 
one or two couples shy of be-
ing six squares. This is quite 
impressive for a local club 
level dance, and is an indi-
cation that advanced level 
dancing is doing well in the 
Valley.  David kept the lev-
el of his material in this tip 
fairly easy, and most of the 
squares seemed to do quite 
well with it.
  
The highlight of the evening 
was the awarding of the $50 
prize for the most original 
costume.  Chuck and Judy 
Bagwell of the Cam-A-Lots 
round dance club of Camaril-
lo were the obvious winners, 
and the judges agreed.  Their 
costumes were straight from 
the Haunted House of Dis-
neyland.  Bob and Carole 
Davis were a close second, 
followed by Yoli Alvarado and 
Diana Smith.
  
The biggest howl of the eve-
ning came when Sandy Oka-
da’s name was called for this 
month’s member drawing.  
She was not present and 
someone really expressed 
his disappointment with a 
loud shriek.  After all, this 
was Halloween!   [In case 
you missed it, the source of 
the shriek was Mr. Okada!  
Ed.]

Roy Okada

Roy Okada

Oh what a glorious night it 
was!  The Valley Trailers fi-
nally achieved parity with 
the Farmers & Charmers 
when it comes to spectacu-
lar theme decorations.  Nick 
and Gail Koulax created the 
best Halloween scenic de-
sign in the history of the Val-
ley Trailers.  The stage of the 
Wilkinson Senior Center was 
transformed with a creative 
monster and starry night ef-
fect.  This all complemented 
the costumed characters at 
the Valley Trailers’ Saturday 
night club dance.
  
There were 14 squares, in-
cluding 52 VT members who 
were quite impressed with 
the overall presentation and 
with the caller, David Mee. 
He was exceptionally versa-
tile in his range of calls; his 
timing and sequences made 

Monster 
Mash



Va

Valley Trailers’
Monster Mash

October 15, 2016
Caller:

David Mee
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and the more I reassured her 
that she was dancing well, 
the more she began to smile.  
I saw her body relax and 
she initiated conversation.  
She was enjoying herself.  I 
thought back to when I start-
ed dancing just a mere three 
years ago and how wonderful 
I felt when an angel praised 
me and encouraged me to 
forge on.  I feel that way now 
in my advanced class when 
a dancer reassures me that 
I’ll make it even though oc-
casionally I have the “deer in 
the headlights” expression.
  
Being an angel is helping, 
guiding, accepting, and un-
derstanding new dancers.  
It’s beneficial to remind our-
selves of how we felt as new-
bies, or how we feel now 
when learning higher levels 
of square or round dancing, 
and what it’s like to push 
ourselves to learn and be 
accepted in our dance com-
munity.
  
At my ASD district meeting 
last week, I was told by the 
Buckles and Bows delegate, 
Lorraine, that their club had 
changed their scheduled visi-
tation and opted to attend the 
Valley Trailers’ anniversary 
dance.  Wow!  How gracious 
and fabulous is that!?  We 
need to support our clubs in 
every way we can.  Thanks 
to the Buckles and Bows for 
being an outstanding and 
generous club.  Friday night 
I attended the Red Ribbons’ 
anniversary dance in Santa 
Monica.  I saw people from 
many different clubs, includ-
ing some clubs from the San 

I seem to be more mindful in 
recent days, more in the mo-
ment when I angel new stu-
dents.  By now, their “deer in 
the headlights” expression is 
mostly gone, there are more 
smiling faces, bodies not so 
robotic.  I too am more re-
laxed when I go to my A1/A2 
class, though painfully aware 
that I still have a long way to 
go to get to the place where 
experienced dancers don’t 
run away from me at dances.  
So I make an effort to trans-
late this more tranquil state of 
being into my comportment 
when I angel new students. 
 
At a beginners’ class the oth-
er evening, I was partnered 
up with someone who has 
been dancing for several 
years but has very little con-
fidence in herself, and often 
times does not smile or talk 
to dancers in squares.  This 
was not the first time I had 
danced with her, but I noticed 
that the more friendly I was, 

The Art of 
Being an 

Angel

Fernando Valley.  Great sup-
port!
  
Remember the Student 
Stomp on Sunday, January 
29, 2017, from 2-4:30pm.  
It’s a great opportunity for all 
new students from all clubs 
from all locations to dance to 
a diverse group of callers in 
a club dance environment.  
It’s great fun.  Clubs:  it would 
be helpful to arrange to have 
your angels attend the dance 
with your new dancers.
  
See you in a square.

Linda Kaplan, 
ASquareD Rep

,
Linda Kaplan
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The A1 tips were mostly ba-
sic material that the newer 
advanced dancers could be 
expected to handle with min-
imal difficulty, but the A2 tips 
stepped things up to where 
even the more experienced 
dancers were challenged. 
Many of the dancers went up 
to the caller after the last tip 
to thank him for a fun dance, 
and it seemed that everyone 
present enjoyed the evening. 
David is definitely a caller 
that the Valley Trailers need 
to have on their list of callers 
to have call again.

This dance was just two days 
before Halloween, so not 
surprisingly several people 
came dressed for the occa-
sion. And the Valley Trailers, 
ever ready for such events, 
had prizes for the winning 
dancers. Second place went 
to Sam Mehlman in his Zor-
ro outfit, and first place went 
to Cheryl Sullivan who was 
dressed as a genie. There 
were no reports of any wish-
es being granted, but per-
haps that was to be expect-
ed, since she had obviously 
escaped the bottle without 
any outside help.

Halloween 
Haunt

Advanced 
Dance

October 29th was the 
date of the Valley Trail-
ers’ latest advanced 
dance, which had Cin-
dy Mower cueing the 
rounds and David Mee 
calling for the squares. 
This was David’s second 
time in two weeks to call 
for the Valley Trailers, 
since he also called the 
Club’s regular third Sat-
urday Mainstream/Plus 
dance on the 15th. 

The program for the eve-
ning was sets of two A1 
tips followed by an A2 
tip, with two rounds be-
tween each tip, and then 
it was all A2 for the final 
half hour. There were six 
squares up for the first 
A1 tip, five for the first A2 
tip, and three squares of 
hardy dancers still there 
for the final A2 tip. There 
had been some question 
about how David would 
do with calling Advanced 
since he is not regularly 
booked for that, at least 
not in this area, but by 
the end of the evening, 
all questions were an-
swered. David called an 
excellent dance! Kudos 
to Bob Davis for identify-
ing and booking a good 
caller that we seldom 
see.  7



tendance among the clubs 
that were represented. The 
Valley Trailers had several 
of their regulars there, but 
still had fewer members 
present than have been 
there in recent years. Over-
all the event was very well 
organized with six excellent 
callers and two cuers whose 
performance I really can’t 
judge, but the round danc-
ers seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. Mike Sikorsky’s 
hot hash was up to his usu-
al performance, as you 
can see here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=eM-
0CYRxwQSE. If you’ve nev-
er experienced his hot hash, 
or even if you have, this is 
fun and quite impressive to 
watch. There is a footnote 
at the end of the video clip 
that says that over 20% of 
the dancers in this tip were 
over the age of 70. There 
is no indication of how this 
statistic was determined, but 
it appears to be very credi-
ble. Square dancing must 

be good for your health!

Now would not be too early 
to start making your plans to 
attend RIVCO next year.

The 20th annual Riverside 
County Square and Round 
Dance Festival, aka RIVCO, 
took place from November 
10 through 13 at the National 
Date Festival Fairgrounds in 
Indio. A preliminary estimate 
put the attendance at about 
1300, which was thought to 
be up a bit from last year. As 
usual, the November des-
ert weather was very nice, 
if perhaps a bit warmer than 
normal. Both the Plus and 
Advanced halls used the 
Swisstrax flooring, which 
makes a very nice floor for 
dancing. The dancing started 
on Thursday night and con-
tinued morning, afternoon, 
and evening through Sunday 
noon. It seems highly unlike-
ly that anyone went home 
thinking that they didn’t get 
their money’s worth of danc-
ing.

Just by observing badges, it 
appeared that the Buckles 
& Bows and the Ramblin’ 
Rogues had the biggest at-

The Valley Trailers Attend RIVCO 2016

First Row:  Steve Kay, Joyce Kay, Gail Koulax, Joy Starks, Linda Kaplan, Eddy Galeano, Jaye 
Sedillo, Pam Bailis, Otis Rogers. Second Row: Anita and John Sheidenberger, Bob Mitchell, Nick 

Koulax, Rob Starks

The Magarita Queen,
Cindy Bell, hosted her 
usual after-party. 8



Roy's 
Reviews

the dreaded bump in the 
dark. Remember, it only 
takes one dancer dressed 
in black to create havoc in 
calls such as load the boat 
or relay the deucey.  It only 
takes a white shirt or blouse 
to make the black light dance 
a fun dance for everyone.

Roy Okada

Get your glow on!  The Happy 
Squares’ “Black Light” dance 
in October illustrated the 
need for enlightening those 
who are not familiar with the 
concept.  This is very import-
ant because the Valley Trail-
ers will have a similar dance 
in January with Rick Hamp-
ton. It is important for danc-
ers to wear appropriate attire 
to avoid what happened at 
the Happy Squares’ Saturday 
club dance.  The Simi Valley 
Senior Center is the perfect 
facility for putting on a black 
light event as total darkness 
can be achieved.  Unfortu-
nately, the black lights and 
the provided white gloves 
were insufficient illumination.

The Happy Squares had a 
huge turnout for their black 
light dance.  If you were 
lucky enough to be in a 
square where all the danc-
ers wore white or fluores-
cent outfits, you avoided 

Roy Okada

Western 
Weavers’ 35th 
Anniversary 

Dance
 

The Western Weavers cele-
brated their 35th anniversary 
at the Burbank Joslyn Adult 
Center on Friday, October 
14.  Mike Hogan from Oma-
ha, Nebraska, was the caller 
for this special dance.  There 
were nine squares in atten-
dance to take part in the din-
ner and dance festivities.
   
It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for this club to contin-
ue in existence as the num-
ber of new student graduates 
decreases each year. On top 
of that is the notorious LA 
traffic nightmare, especially 

since the Western Weavers’ 
dances occur every other 
Friday night. The one saving 
grace is the two women who 
maintain the viability of the 
club.  Alice Rodriguez and 
Susan Petrique lovingly give 
their time and financial sup-
port to ensure that the club 
will be able to celebrate its 
next anniversary in 2017.
   
The dancers’ enthusiasm 
was on a constant high with 
the unusual tips of Mike Ho-
gan.  He is very, very good!  
His reputation in the Midwest 
is well deserved and the rea-
son for it was on display at 
the Western Weavers’ 35th 
anniversary club dance.

Roy Okada

Beware of
Black Light 

Politics is supposed 
to be the second-old-
est profession. I 
have come to real-
ize that it bears a 
very close resem-
blance to the first.

Alice Rodriguez with
Mike Hogan, the caller

9



MembershipKitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7 pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

12/17/16
Norm Hirsch

Chuck McMurray
Minnie McMurray

John Tucker
1/21/17

Sue Cohen
Alan Fick

Eddy Galeano
Ed Palmer
2/18/17

Daniel Ball
Ethel Ball

Dottie Carlisle
Hiroko Pipes

Host/Hostess
Please be there by 7pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and call Mary Beatty at 
818-363-0009.

12/17/16
Gail Koulax
Nick Koulax

Shawn O’Driscoll
Robert Sterndale

1/21/17
Hjordis Bakke
Chris Cilibrasi

Tom Potter
Sheila Woodard

2/18/17
Irene Allen

David Brown
Vangie Freeman

Tom Nelson

Katie Nixon 12/03
Lynn Bernheim 12/04
Ethel Ball 12/05
Ron Bernheim 12/08
Viva Johnson 12/10
Ricky Campos 12/13
Joy Starks 12/14
Rozanne Feldman 12/21
Mehrnaz Friedman 12/27
Paul Kayne 12/27
David Strauss 12/29
Miriam Newton 12/31

Chuck and Minnie 
McMurray 12/03

Ron and Lynn Bernheim 
12/25

Don and Kristy Schadt 
12/29

We are so happy to see that 
many of our members have 
renewed their member-
ship for another fun-filled 
year of square dancing 
and other Club activities.

Many of you no longer 
square dance, but retain 
your membership.  You are 
not forgotten!  However, it 
is difficult to contact each 
and every one of you to 
ask if everything is OK.  I 
would like to encourage 
you to participate in the 
many activities the Club 
has, i.e., picnics, holiday 
party, etc.

For those who receive 
their Tidbits electronically, 
the updated Club Roster 
has been sent to you sep-
arately.  For those receiv-
ing a 'hard' copy of the Tid-
bits, the roster is attached.  
Remember, if you have a 
change of address, phone 
number, or email, please 
let me (Membership) know 
ASAP.

Happy Thanksiving to all!
  Mary Beatty, 

Membership 10



ing was severely limited due 
to a knee injury.
   
The highlight of the evening 
was dancing to "Fisherman's 
Luck", done very much as if 
Garth Brooks were there to 
call a square dance tip him-
self.  The applause at the 
conclusion of the song cap-
tured the total bliss, espe-
cially among the 29 Shirts 
& Skirts club members who 
traveled by bus from Santa 
Ana.
   
The Buckles & Bows, as al-
ways, served their usual light 
buffet at 7PM.  No other club 
goes out of their way to pro-
vide refreshments the way 
they do.  The homemade 
pies were delicious.  It is one 
more reason for their ascen-
dancy in the square dancing 
hierarchy.

Roy Okada

Trick or treat?  The Buckles 
& Bows had 18 squares for 
their regular Saturday night 
club dance on October 22.  In 
addition, it was learned that 
they have been able to main-
tain a roster of 47 new stu-
dents since their new class 
started in September.  What 
are they doing in Thousand 
Oaks to explain these in-
credible numbers that most 
square dance clubs can only 
dream of?
   
At least the 18 squares can 
be explained by the presence 
of a Garth Brooks imperson-
ator by the name of Hunter 
Keller doing the calls for the 
Halloween themed dance.  
Twelve Valley Trailers attend-
ed the recommended dance 
of the month, including pres-
ident Don Krall, whose danc-

Buckles and 
Bows Dance 

Report
The Valley Trailers’ Be-
ginner and Plus classes 
held their annual Hallow-
een party on October 25, 
2016, with several class 
members participating 
in the costume contest. 
First place went to Tom 
Beatty and second place 
went to Toba Burg. Seven 
squares had a good time 
dancing to the calling and 
teaching by Don Shadt.

VT Class 
Party
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Bob Mitchell, Editor

Editor Sez

it might well be the leading 
cause were it not for the use 
of tobacco products. The suc-
cess rate in curing this can-
cer is very high if the disease 
is caught early, and rather 
low if not detected until it has 
developed further. Most men 
will get this disease at some 
time in their life, some will be 
treated successfully and be 
cured, some will die from it, 
and others will die with it but 
with death due to other caus-
es, and many of those in this 
last category will die without 
ever knowing they had it. The 
diagnosis of this disease is 
not an easy one and doctors 
are not in complete agree-
ment about the value of the 
different methods. Perhaps 
the easiest one to perform 
but the least definitive in its 
results is the prostate specif-
ic antigen (PSA) test, which 
can be done with any blood 
chemistry workup. The draw-
back is that the result is not 
definitive, but only an indica-
tor of possible disease and 
gives trends if repeated over 
a span of time to give a pro-
file. Another technique is the 
digital rectal exam, which is 
also not definitive, at least not 
in the early stages, and guys 
don’t like it and often won’t 
initiate getting it done. The 
third and most definitive ap-
proach is a prostate biopsy, 
which guys don’t like to get 
either. But I can tell you from 
lots of first-hand experience 
that the discomfort associ-
ated with either of these last 
two options, while perhaps a 
pain in the butt, is more men-
tal than real, and the conse-
quences of not doing them 

can be far more serious and 
painful than the procedures 
themselves.

I consulted with several phy-
sicians in different fields and 
decided on surgery as the 
best course for me at the 
time, although I understand 
that there are some other op-
tions that are becoming more 
commonly used today. For 
my first column in the antique 
bike enthusiasts’ newslet-
ter after the surgery, I wrote 
about my experience, what I 
had learned, and made the 
primary point of it something 
like this: Look guys, if you’re 
going to be involved in this 
hobby for the long term, you 
have got to do more than just 
what it takes to keep your 
bike on the road, you also 
have to keep yourself on the 
road, and dying from prostate 
cancer because you didn’t do 
your part for yourself will sig-
nificantly curtail your time on 
the bike! After the newsletter 
with this column came out, 
a few editors of newsletters 
from other similar type clubs 
contacted me and asked for 
permission to run the column 
in their newsletters, and of 
course I was happy to say 
yes, although I don’t know 
how many of them actually 
did. One time two or three 
years after all this happened, 
I was at an antique bike show 
and a guy whom I had never 
seen before approached me, 
confirmed who I was, and 
shared with me that he had 

About 15 years ago, I was 
the president of the South-
ern California chapter of an 
international club for marque 
specific vintage motorcy-
cle enthusiasts, and in this 
role, I wrote a monthly col-
umn for the club’s newsletter 
much as I do now for Tidbits. 
During this time, I was di-
agnosed with prostate can-
cer and spent a lot of time 
studying what the disease 
was and what my options 
were for responding to it, to 
the point that I was probably 
about as knowledgeable on 
the subject as any non-medi-
cal layperson could be.  Even 
though it’s been quite a few 
years, here are some salient 
points about it that I still re-
member, and which must still 
be true today even with the 
medical advances that have 
been made in the meantime. 

Prostate cancer is the second 
most common cause of death 
due to cancer in men, sec-
ond only to lung cancer, and 

Continued on 
Page 13 12



read the column, had gone 
to see a urologist, had been 
diagnosed with prostate can-
cer, had had surgery, and at 
the time of our conversation 
had a very optimistic progno-
sis for his future. Needless to 
say, that was a very satisfy-
ing moment for me.

Now you may have wondered 
as you read through this why 
I’m telling you all this, and 
what it has to do with square 
dancing, especially any 
women who have read this 
far. The answer for the guys 
is the same as it was for the 
bike enthusiasts; if you die 
from prostate cancer, it will 
put a big time crimp in your 
square dancing.  And the an-
swer for the women is that 
we guys can be a stubborn 
bunch sometimes, especial-
ly when it comes to seeing 
a doctor for something we 
would really rather not do. So 
if you have a special man in 
your life that you would like to 
keep around for a while, get 
after him about this. It could 
turn out to be the best thing 
you ever did for him. And if 
even one person reads this 
and as a result has an expe-
rience similar to the guy who 
spoke to me at the bike show, 
then my effort in writing it all 
down again will be well worth 
it, even if I never know about 
it.

White Trailer – 10 points
   Bonnie Bench, Larry  
 Weintraub
Red Trailer – 15 points 
    Bob Neel
Blue Trailer – 20 points
     Minnie McMurray, Evan 
           Ball, Marty Henriks
Silver Trailer – 25 points
           Kay Goeden, Nancy  
           Hyde,  Anita 
           Sheidenberger
Red Car – 35 points    
           John Sheidenberger, 
           Bob Mitchell, Madeline
           Johnson, Joyce Stillwell 
Silver Car – 50 points 
    Bob Cirillo
Red Boat – 60 points
    Lourdes Koch, 
           Steven Koch 
Silver Bar – 100 points 
           Paul  Kayne
Gold Bar – 250 points  
           Ray Cianci 

Editor Sez
Continued from

Page 12

Visitation

Heels & Souls’ 57th 
Anniversary Dance
 
With the theme of “Every-
thing is Coming Up Roses,” 
the renowned Rose Parade 
Princess/Caller Deborah 
Carroll-Jones helped cele-
brate the 57th anniversary 
of the Heels & Souls Fri-
day night in West LA.  The 
ten squares in attendance 
were treated to an excel-
lent program of fun tips 
and a marvelous lite buffet.
   
The Associated Square 
Dancers’ Executive Board 
members were all present 
to help promote the lead-
ership and direction for the 
members of the Associa-
tion.  Representing the Val-
ley were two district direc-
tors, Pam Bailis and Linda 
Kaplan, both members of 
the Valley Trailers.  These 
two individuals have been 
instrumental in encourag-
ing other clubs to “Be Nice” 
and make it a point for club 
visitations to support other 
clubs’ anniversary dances.

  Roy Okada 13



bonds between us, and cre-
ating collegiality and com-
passion amongst all of us. 

I would like to suggest that 
callers and club officials at 
all classes and dances take 
responsibility for setting the 
context for social justice on 
the dance floor. This would 
mean that announcements 
include reminders about:

•        Pre-setting up of squares 
is discouraged
• Sensitivity to including 
new dancers (graduates) 
who are ready to dance at 
the level of the dance
• Maintaining a solo danc-
ers rotation
• Perhaps rotating Plus 
and Mainstream tips
• Share your partners
• Reminders about this 
are on-going and included 
regularly in club newsletters.
• Truly welcoming all of us, 
as family, at all of our dances.

This isn't a big deal to do.  It 
would mean that callers set 
the context at the beginning 
of each dance, reminding all 
of us dancers that everyone 
should help make sure that 
everyone dances.  Many cou-
ples have partners who don't 
want to dance every tip. Part-
ners could dance with a solo 
person for one tip, or split a 
tip.  Also, having a place to 
meet (with a large, read-
able sign) for solo dancers 
is a good idea.  This is usu-
ally done at large festivals 
and National Conventions. 

It has come to our attention 
(again) that many club and 

non-club dancers prefer to 
dance exclusively with one 
another.  Other couples 
(even experienced dancers) 
are excluded from their pre-
set up squares.  Dancing 
with your friends and club 
members is fine and fun…
but not for every single tip.  
This practice is socially un-
just, unkind, and does not 
support social justice on the 
dance floor.  Please save a 
tip or more for other folks 
who are visiting your danc-
es. 

Another area of social injus-
tice concerns folks walking 
out of squares when other 
dancers enter.  This practice 
is selfish, inconsiderate, and 
unkind.  Would any of us like 
to see that happen to us?

All dancers should be wel-
come, with or without part-
ners. It would be everyone's 
responsibility to make sure 
that all dancers actually 
dance.  I realize that many 
dancers from the same club 
prefer to only dance with 
one another.  This practice 
is irresponsible, unprofes-
sional, and demonstrates 
exclusivity.  Many folks, in-
cluding experienced danc-
ers, are often left out.

This issue of solo dancers is 
important for many reasons.  
Many couples break up, or 
one partner is ill or dies. 
Should that mean that the 
other partner doesn't dance? 

Social Justice concerns eq-
uity and fair access in many 
areas of our lives, includ-
ing dancing.  Creating car-
ing communities of dancers 
wherever we dance, in class 
or at club dances, should be 
a major focus for social jus-
tice on the dance floor. 

Social Justice on the dance 
floor implies that callers (at 
dances and in classes), 
class coordinators, club of-
ficials, and we dancers in-
teract and work collabora-
tively, as “team-players,” to 
insure that all dancers are 
engaged and included. Yes, 
“it takes a village” to support 
all of the players in our sport 
and to promote and insure 
the longevity and joy we all 
experience as dancers.  It’s 
about inclusiveness, build-
ing strong connections and 

Social Justice 
on the Dance 

Floor

PamBailis

Continued on 
Page 15 14



Social Justice
on the Dance 

Floor

Continued from 
Page 14

Oftentimes it's difficult to find 
a partner before a conven-
tion or a dance. Should folks 
stay home and NOT dance? 
In addition, there are many 
solo men and women who 
begin classes without a part-
ner as a fun, social activity, 
but end up dropping out or 
are reluctant to continue be-
cause they don't have a reg-
ular partner.  Solo dancers 
should not be discriminated 
against.  It's not some dis-
ease or handicap. Many folks 
will find themselves without a 
partner sooner or later.  We, 
as a group of caring profes-
sionals, callers, educators, 
and dancers should em-
brace all folks who continue 
to dance---with or without a 
partner. Our sport will flour-
ish if everyone is included 
and not excluded because of 
the loss of a partner. 15

One important strategy is for 
gals to learn the man's part, 
and vice versa.  This would 
also help a lot, and should 
be encouraged (vs. discour-
aged) by class callers or class 
coordinators.  Another strate-
gy for including all dancers is 
to split or share the tip.  Solo 
dancers can trade off, some 
doing the first part of the tip 
(patter part) and others doing 
the second (singing) part of 
the tip.  Also I’ve seen danc-
ers “share” a tip by one per-
son or one couple “jumping in 
and out” as appropriate. All of 
these work well when given 
support and reinforcement 
by callers and class instruc-
tors practicing social justice 
on the dance floor.

I make these suggestions to 
help keep our sport healthy, 
alive, and flourishing.  Not 
just surviving, but THRIV-
ING!  We don't want to lose 
dancers who don't have reg-
ular partners or couples who 
feel excluded.  It's up to all 
of us to take action and pre-
vent this from happening.  "It 
takes a village...”, all of us 
interacting together to form 
a collaborative community of 
caring and responsive danc-
ers…. committed to forging 
pathways to Social Justice 
on the Dance Floor!

Pamela Bailis
A Square D Senior 

Director of Valley/Ven-
ture/Santa Barbara,

High Fliers Chairwoman

were there to promote the 
Valley Trailers’ anniversa-
ry dance one week later.  
Don exhorted the crowd to 
come to the VT dance and 
to equal the 33 squares that 
came out a few years ago.

Roy Okada

Have you ever wondered 
what happens when the only 
square dance in town com-
petes with RIVCO in Indio?  
The Trail Dusters’ club has 
been steadfast in holding 
their second Saturday dance 
in November despite the fact 
that many of the experienced 
dancers from the area travel 
to Riverside for the ultimate 
square dance weekend.
   
There were seven squares in 
attendance including ten Val-
ley Trailers members danc-
ing to the calls of Vic Ceder 
and the cues of Milo Molito-
ris.  Vic was excellent and 
a wonderful singer to boot.  
His patience was boundless 
as the squares were having 
some difficulty with his chore-
ography.  He made some ad-
justments over the course of 
the evening and that proved 
comforting for the dancers.
   
A full-course Thanksgiv-
ing dinner done in a cre-
ative manner by Mau-
reen Fried was very well 
received.  The ice cream 
dessert followed and what 
more could you asked for?
   
Don Krall and Bob Davis 

Trail Dusters’
November 

Dance



The Valley Trailers had a 
chance to wear their cur-
rent club outfit one last  
time for a visitation.  Twen-
ty-two of us attended and 
six wore the outfits at the 
Farmers & Charmers’ 
"Fantasy Fun" dance on 
November 5th.  This dance 
showcased Buddy Weav-
er at his best! It was a fun 
and energetic evening.  
Besides our group, a large 
contingent of Buddy's 
Wednesday night class 
was there.  Cueing by Cin-
dy Mower was beautifully 
done, and she included 
many of the easy two steps 
that I truly enjoyed.

Near the end of the eve-
ning, Buddy persuaded 
two more couples to join 
those on the floor.  He 
then set up rectangles (4 
person heads, 2 person 
sides).  We danced in this 
formation to get the feel 
of it and then we changed 
the formation to hex. This 
was a reminder of Andy 
Allemao and we danced 
this for a while. It was 
great to do something dif-
ferent.  We actually did 
rectangles to hex to mes-
colanza formations.  It 
was a new experience for 
many of us.

Of course Teresa, of 
Farmers, had an appro-
priately themed refresh-
ment table.  I loved the 
Dragon Toe cookies.

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Chair

Visitation
Report

Holiday Hop
Jan 1, 2, 3, 4

Callers: Mike Seastrom,
Ken Bower, 

Gary Shoemake
Plus Dancing

3 nights lodging,
3 breakfasts,

3 dinners
Laughlin, Nevada
Info:  760-200-1031

In 11 colors. Go to 
www.thedancesock.

com

Sue Cohen
Visitation Chair

Don’t complain
about growing 

old! Some people 
don’t even get 
the privilege!! 
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Plus 
Coordinators’ 

Message

Joy & Rob Starks
Plus Coordinators

class level dances have 
begun.  Boots and Slippers 
in Simi Valley host a class 
level dance the first Sat-
urday night every month 
that is geared for classes 
that started in September, 
2016.   This is a good place 
to dance to a different call-
er and get valuable ‘floor 
time’. The next one coming 
up is a Holiday Dance on 
December 3rd.  It is held 
at the Simi Senior Center, 
3900 Avenida Simi, Simi 
Valley, from 7:30-10:00 pm.  
The cost is $7.00 per per-
son.  If you wear a Santa 
hat, you will be eligible for 
a special drawing.  Every-
one is welcome and  Dick 
Hodnefield will be calling.

Be sure to save room on 
your calendar for the up-
coming half-way dance.  
On Sunday, January 29, 
2017, from 2:00-5:00 pm, 
the Student Stomp will be 
held at the Wilkinson Se-
nior Center.  It’s located 
at 8956 Vanalden Avenue 
in Northridge.  The cost is 
$7.00 per person.  There 
will be six callers on board 
for a truly fun dance.

There is a great festival 
worthy of putting on your 
calendar for next year in 
Bakersfield.  The 51st An-
nual Bakersfield Fiesta 
runs from March 17-19.  It 
is always fun and boasts 
dancing levels from Main-
stream through Challenge 

We are about one third of 
the way into our class and 
we can already see great 
progress in our students.  
Don Schadt is an excellent 
teacher and our dedicated 
angels continue to make it 
easier for our students to 
learn the calls. Our October 
25th class was especial-
ly fun as many attendees 
came in costume. Tom Beat-
ty easily won first prize with 
his incredible make-up job 
and costume.  Lieutenant 
Commander Worf never 
looked so good!  Second 
prize went to Toba Burg who 
was dressed as a pirate.

Now that classes are well 
on their way for all the lo-
cal square dance groups, 

with top-level callers and 
includes rounds.  You can 
bring your RV and stay on 
the fairgrounds or stay in 
comfortable motels close 
by.  The cost is nominal and 
the fun is off the chart; don’t 
miss it.  If you have any 
questions, ask either of us.

Rob and Joy Starks, 
Plus Class 

Coordinators
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Bakersfield Fiesta
March 17, 18, 19

Callers: 
Bob Baier, Vic 

Ceder, 
Darryl Lipscomb, 

Jet Roberts
Mainstream - A-2

At the Fairgrounds
Info: Call 

661-399-3658

Wing Ding
March 3, 4, 5

Mainstream - A-2
Merced County 

Fairgrounds
Info. Call:

209 581-3883



Local Club Dances
  Official Visitation

 VT club members - Don’t forget to 
                       wear club colors

Boots & Slippers
12/31 Dick Hodnefield
 
Buckles & Bows
12/24 Dark
01/28 Mike Sikorsky
02/25 David Mee

Farmers/Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
12/03 Michael Kellogg

Happy Squares
12/10 Romney 
          Tannehill
01/14 Gary Shoemake
02/11 Rick Hampton

Sierra Hillbillies
12/4 Charlie Robertson

Trail Dusters
12/10 Dark
01/14 Arlen Miller
02/11 Johnny Preston

Western Weavers
12/09 Ken Bower
01/13 Jerry Jestin
02/10 Andy Allemao
02/24 Dennis Young

Date:  December 3     
Club:      Lads ‘N’ Lassies
Level:     Plus
Caller:    Michael Kellogg
Theme:  
Time:     Rounds 7:30 - Squares 8:00
Location:    Wilkinson Senior Center

 Recommended 
Dances

Date:      December 9 
Club:      Western Weavers 
Level:    Plus 
Caller:    Ken Bower
Theme:  Benefit for Temporary Aid Center 
Time:    Rounds 7:30 - Squares 8:00  
Location:    Joslyn Adult Center, Burbank 

Date:          December 10
Club:          Red Ribbons
Caller:        Pat Carnathan
Theme:      Happy Holidays
Time:         Rounds 7:15 - Squares 7:45
Location:    Marine Park Auditorium,
                   Santa Monica

 M - Mainstream     

  P - Plus       

Looking for a dance?  
Go to “wheresthedance.com”.  

P

P

 P

 MP
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Advanced Dances
Valley Trailers

A1 & A2

8:00 - 10:30 PM
April 29
Caller:

Dan Preedy
  

Wilkinson Senior 
Center,

Northridge

 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A2

December 23
January 27
February 24

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

January 13
Rob French
February 10

TBA
March 10

Sandi Bryant

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

Trailblazers
1st Saturday

C1  11:00 AM - 
1:30 PM

A2  3:00 - 5:30 PM

January 2
Bronc Wise
February 4

Anne Uebelacker
March 4

Ben Rubright

5946 Westminster Blvd.
Info: John Melstrom

714-968-3888

Plan Ahead
Winter Festival
January 20, 21, 22

 5 Great Callers:
Bronc Wise, Bob Baier, 

Tony Oxendine,
 Jet Roberts, Jerry Story

Plus through C1
For Info: Judi Willer

209-296-8524

Los Baños Delight
March 10,11,12

Callers:  Jet Roberts
& Jerry Story
A-2        C-1
For Info Call:

Harlan 707-489-
6819
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December
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesdag Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Round
Dance
Class

2 3Farmers 
/Charmers

Lads ‘n’
 Lassies
Caller: 
Michael
Kellogg

4
Sierra
Hillbillies
Caller:    
Charlie
Robertson

5 6
Square
D a n c e
C l a s s

7Board
Meeting
Don & Renee
Kralls’ Home
VT members 

welcome

8
Round-
D a n c e 
C l a s s

9  
Western
Weavers

Caller:  Ken
Bower

10Happy
Squares
Caller:
 Romney
Tannehill
Red Ribbons
Recommended

11
Holiday
Party

2:00 - 
5:00 pm

12 13
Square
D a n c e
C l a s s

14 15
R o u n d 
D a n c e 
C l a s s

16 17  
VT

Caller:
Hunter
Keller

18 19 20
Square
Dance
C l a s s

21 22
R o u n d 
D a n c e 
C l a s s

23 
Western
Weavers
Caller: 

24Buckles 
/ Bows   
DARK
Boots &
Slippers
DARK

25 26 27
Square 
D a n c e 
C l a s s

28 29
R o u n d
D a n c e
C l a s s

30 31Boots/
Slippers
Caller:  Dick
Hodnefield +
Others

Visitation Dance
December 3, 2016
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
Caller: Michael 

Kellogg

Recommended 
Dance

December 9, 2016
Western Weavers
Caller:  Ken Bower



Date Theme Caller
12/17/16 Hunter Keller
01/21/17 Black Light Rick Hampton
02/18/17 Johnny Preston
03/18/17 Dark
03/24/17 All Plus Bonus 

Dance
Mike Seastrom
Jerry Junck

04/15/17 Charlie Fagan
04/29/17 Advanced Dan Preedy
05/20/17 Don Schadt

Valley Trailers’
Caller Schedule

Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com


