
Presidents’
Message

TTidbit-

back in 1999. The idea of 
using cards was put on the 
back burner, but now we 
hope this will help those 
who are given them to re-
member when and where 
the new class starts.  So 
let’s fill up the hall with new 
people wanting to learn to 
square dance.

Next month we will be 
forming the Nominating 
Committee for the next 
board which starts in Au-
gust, 2019.  This is some-

It’s time to think about our 
new class that will start 
March 12th.  We have 
business cards made up 
with the new classes list-
ed as starting on the sec-
ond Tuesday in March and 
September, and start with 
the first night free.  We will 
have these cards available 
at class and at our dances, 
so come see me and I will 
give you some to pass out 
to people who are thinking 
of starting a square dance 
class.  This is how Renee 
and I got started to dance 

thing that all Club members 
should consider serious-
ly when approached by a 
committee member about 
taking a board position.  
Without these people who 
serve now and in the fu-
ture, there would be no Val-
ley Trailers Square Dance 
Club.  Most clubs that fold 
do so not for lack of mon-
ey, but due to members 
who say oh he or she will 
do it again, so I don’t have 
to worry about serving.  It 
is important that new blood 
come on board.  I remem-
ber when we were going 
to class and the president 
would get up at half time 
to make announcements, 
and I wondered to myself 
if maybe I could do that 
someday.  Well, as you can 
see, that day came and 
here we are on the board.  
So please give this some 
thought and come join a 
great group of people who 
serve.  No job is too small, 
so take on anything where 
you feel you can help.

Yellow rocks to all,
Don and Renee, 

Don and Renee Krall,
Presidents

Valley Trailers
Sweethearts
Sue and José

Simental

Valley Trailers
Bob Mitchell, Editor February 2019

Don and Renee Krall,
Presidents
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Caller
Coordinator

Bob Davis,
Caller Coordinator

Mike has been one of our 
favorite callers for many, 
many years, and he once 
said that calling for the 
Valley Trailers is like com-
ing home because that is 
how he feels about us, and 
likewise we about him. It's 
cold and rainy in Nebraska 
this month, so let's hope 
for a ray of sunshine here 
in Northridge as a welcom-
ing to Mike.

You might want to take 
a nap and have a good 
snack so you can really 
enjoy dancing to Mike’s 
snappy and smooth and 
harmonious all at the same 
time calling.
So if the Lord is willing and 
the creeks don't rise, I'll 
be there looking for you to 
get a hug or a hand shake, 
your choice.

Bob Davis,
Caller Coordinator

OK, tie your shoe strings 
and buckle-up ‘cause just 
when you think it don't get 
no better, here comes Mike 
Hogan on the

 

15th of February. It has 
been a whole year without 
Mike on our stage, coming 
to us from Nebraska. How-
ever, he has been sighted 
in Canada, Kansas, and 
Texas, a true frequent flyer.

Mike Hogan, Caller

José and Susan 
Simental

LIFE IS GOOD! And square 
dancing is a large and wel-
come part of that for José 
and me these days. As 
such, we are pleased to be 
the 2019 Sweethearts for 
Valley Trailers.

I was born in beautiful 
downtown Burbank to a 
constantly dancing and 
singing mother and a quiet, 
horse wrangling father with 
two left feet who was a Ma-
rine navigator just back from 
the Korean conflict.  Mom 
wanted to dance but Pops 
said he didn’t, couldn’t, and 
wouldn’t. Well, when some

Getting to
Know Club
Members

Better

Board
Meeting

Feb. 11, 2019       7:30pm
 at

Don and Renee’s home.
All VT members are

welcome. Continued on Page 3

We used to run these Get-
ting to Know Club Members 
Better columns on a regular 
basis, but haven’t now for 
some time. However, now 
that José and Sue are our 
sweethearts for the Sweet-
heart Ball next month, it 
seemed like a good time 
to have one. Here is Sue’s 
first person narrative about 
them.



one at church told Mom 
how much fun square danc-
ing was, and that her hus-
band could wear his favorite 
dressy Western attire, she 
signed them up and bought 
a used sewing machine 
to make herself some fun 
new square dance dress-
es.  Pops protested, but she 
persisted and insisted, and 
guess what: he did well! 
They danced with the Jubi-
leers in the early ‘60s in the 
West San Fernando Valley 
and I still remember going 
to watch them at dances oc-
casionally when they didn’t 
have a babysitter. I loved the 
music and the twirling skirts, 
the cowboy boots and fancy 
bolo ties, and especially the 
peels of laughter and excite-
ment throughout the hall. 

Mom tried to teach me to 
dance Latin and swing 
dances as I grew, but much 
to Mom’s chagrin, I had in-
herited my father’s two left 
feet and just couldn’t get it. 
Happily, I did inherit Pop’s 
penchant for horses, dogs, 
map reading, and garden-
ing, and I am happiest 
puttering around outside. 
Which, by the way, is exact-
ly where I am as I write this.

Meanwhile, José grew up 
in the small town of Tijuana 
and had a ball playing with 

his six siblings and sev-
en cousins.  Picture four 
adults under 35 years of 
age and 14 kids under the 
age of 10 living in a small 
house on top of a hill with 
no other houses in the 
area. Along with free-rang-
ing children, they had plen-
ty of free-ranging chickens 
for fresh eggs and meat, 
raised a big hog for meat, 
had a vegetable garden, 
and José’s mom picked 
wild plants for medicinal 
teas and plasters, just as 
she had in Zacatecas. The 
kids had a ball building 
forts and playing school 
and army, and even trying 
to ride the hog! 
Dancing in José’s family 
remains a huge event. To 
this day, any family gath-
erings include dancing 
into the wee hours of the 
morning. They dance ev-
ery kind of Latin dance to 
every kind of Latin music 
and then watch out when 
they line dance: the floor 
is packed with all of them!! 
In her younger days, my 
mom would have fit right in 
and been first out on their 
dance floor!  José says that 
in his youth, he was a town 
favorite to be an escort at 
quinceañeras, and also to 
teach the kids the special 
folk dances and the waltz 
for the quinceañeras. He 
can dance it all!

We first met in the late 
1980s at work. When José 

first laid eyes on me, he lit up 
like a Christmas tree and I 
must admit, I was a little tak-
en aback. He even told his 
coworkers that he was go-
ing to marry me some day! 
We became fast friends and 
worked well together and 
enjoyed each other’s work 
ethic and sense of humor. 
We began dating a cou-
ple of years later and mar-
ried on June 26, 1999 ,at a 
big backyard wedding with 
loads of friends and family – 
and dancing! 

I was looking for more group 
fun and I was delighted when 
I found a flyer on the car 
window at Ralph’s market 
for a new class forming with 
the Valley Trailers and  Mike 
Seastrom calling. With José 
in tow, sporting his favorite 
Western wear (he loves get-
ting dressed up), we gradu-
ated from the class of 1998-
99. Sadly, work schedules 
scattered us far and wide 
for a few years, but we are 
back with the Valley Trailers 
like the two bad pennies we 
are and having a blast danc-
ing at class and dances, 
and working with the Board. 
It is my pleasure to serve 
the Club this year as Sec-
retary, and also working the 
Clothing Rack fundraisers 
along with José and Judie 
Goldstein. See you soon in 
a square!!

Sue and José
Simental

Continued from
 Page 2
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Valley Trailers’
January Dance

up for the A1 tip.

We had two visitors from 
the Belles and Beaux club 
in New Jersey join us for 
the dance. Arlene Rem-
ington and Carol Casa-
le were visiting family in 
the LA area, and we were 
pleased that they chose to 
join us for the evening. Too 
bad we didn’t have a better 
turnout to show them real 
Valley Trailers hospitality.

Our third Saturday dance 
in January was held at 
the Sherman Oaks Senior 
Center due to the floor re-
finishing task going on at 
Wilkinson. It was a nice fa-
cility with hardwood floors 
and about the same size 
as Wilkinson. The parking 
lot was large, close, and 
convenient, but full. It was 
a mystery where all the 
cars came from; obviously 
many more than brought 
by the people coming to 
dance. The attendance 
was off from what we 
usually have with only six 
squares, perhaps due to 
the location being unfamil-
iar and farther for many.

Lanny Weaklend from 
Omaha was our caller. He 
has called for us before, so 
he wasn’t new to most of 
those present, and it was 
nice to get to dance to him 
again. Cindy Mower did 
the rounds for us as usual, 
and had several couples 
up and enjoying her cues. 
There was only one square 
for the star tip, which was 
a bit of a surprise. There 
is usually a larger fraction 
of the attendance than this 

Sue Cohen presents  Rov-
er badges to Arlene and 
Carol. They were about 
as far from home as they 
could get and still be in the 
continental US.

Don greets our visitors from
New Jersey

Lanny Weaklend, our call-
er for the evening, and his 
wife share a moment with 
Bob Davis, our caller co-
ordinator who had booked 
him for the dance.
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Valley Trailers’
5th Saturday

Dance

Ken Ritucci, Caller

A young man from St 
Albans, Vermont, (Bri-
an Fiorenza) joined  us. 
He had attended a caller 
school with Ken previous-
ly, and was visiting with his 
brother who lives in the city. 
He found us on “wheres-
thedance.com” and came 
out to join us. He was pre-
sented a rover badge. 

Sue Cohen
  

Dancers from ten other 
clubs joined us on Decem-
ber 29th for our fifth Satur-
day dance. This dance was 
an all Plus dance with two 
A1 tips. Ken Ritucci start-
ed right out with Relay the 
Deucey in the first tip.  He 
called at a quick pace. In 
the first A1 tip, there were 
four squares.  Cindy Mow-
er’s cueing kept the round 
dancers enjoying them-
selves. 

A veggie tray, cereal 
squares (some pumpkin), 
chicken salad sandwich, 
and chips were enjoyed by 
many. A full kitchen crew 
was led by Joyce and Ste-
ven Kay. 

Photos by Sue Cohen

Sue presents the Rover 
badge to Brian Fiorenza, 
who had roamed a long way 
from home.

Ilan and Ellen Paz (left) are 
holding a fundraising event 
at their home in Tarzana on 
the evening of February 8 to 
help offset medical expenses 
associated with Evan Ball’s 
heart transplant. They will be 
screening Bohemian Rhap-
sody. The contribution is $10 
(minimum) per person, and 
RSVPs are requested. Con-
tact them or Ethel Ball for 
more information. 
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danced for 60-70 years. 
Let’s hope many of us can 
follow in her footsteps.

Refreshments were ample 
and varied – dolmas, hu-
mus, sandwiches, shrimp, 
nuts , fruit, and a delicious 
strawberry whipped cream 
cake.  The new club will be 
dancing at the Felicia Ma-
hood Center in West Los 
Angeles.   We wish them 
many successful years to-
gether. 

On February 10th, we 
hope to have a large group 
of Valley Trailers at the 
Sweetheart Ball. After the 
ball, please join us at Marie 
Callenders on Tampa Blvd 
in Northridge for dinner, 
which will be a fundraiser 
for the Club. If you’re not 
attending the ball, you can 
eat anytime from noon on 
and the Club will get credit 
for it.  Flyers will be avail-
able at class and on-line 
closer to the event. 

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Chair

The Red Ribbons held their 
final dance on January 
12th at Marine Park in San-
ta Monica. It was their 68th 
Anniversary, and their cele-
bration was attended by 14 
Valley Trailers. There were 
about 100 in attendance, 
so we had to checker board 
for some tips. This club 
was the longest running 
active square dance club in 
California. They have now 
joined the Heels and Souls 
and together have become 
the Ribbons and Souls. 

Mike Seastrom called a 
lively dance – maybe the 
gritty floor added to the 
fun? People from 15 differ-
ent clubs shared this event. 
Mike called up two other 
callers who were present, 
Sylvester Nealon and Hen-
ry Grissett, who call for the 
Guys and Dolls club.  Joe 
Scarlatella’s fine cueing 
was enjoyed by the group. 

Last year I spoke with Rose-
mary Walters, and she was 
in attendance again this 
year. She belongs to the 
Boots and Bows and will 
be 97 in March. She has 

Red Ribbons

Photos by Sue Cohen
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Photos by
Sue Cohen

Ricky is learning to do the 
girl’s part in the Tuesday night 
class. 8



The six people pictured below are all relatively new Club members. Do you know them? If you 
don’t, be sure to introduce yourself to them the next time you see them.  If you do know them, 
then let them know that you’re glad to see them again. This isn’t all of our fairly new members, 
just all that we had photos of now. Perhaps we will be able to show you more next month.

Ilan and Ellen PazDorothy Stabinsky

Val Simmons Judith ToomeyNancy Zavisch

Attention All Club Members
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Host and Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 
pm. It is your responsibil-
ity to find a replacement 
or switch with someone 
if you are unable to help, 
and contact Mary Beatty at 
818-363-0009.

Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 
pm. It is your responsibili-
ty to find a replacement or 
switch with someone if you 
are unable to help. Also 
advise Mary Beatty and 
Shawn O’Driscoll.

Refreshment
 Committee
Schedule

February 16
Shawn and Jean

March 16
John and Anita

March 30
Shawn and Jean

April 20
Steve and Joyce

2/16
Paul Kayne

Lourdes Koch
Steven Koch

Sandy Sabatino

3/16
Donald Pipes
Hiroko Pipes

Pat Krokaugger
Robert Sterndale

3/30
Marci Brewer

Kathryn McKee

4/20
Pamela Bailis
Brian Scanlon

Bill Tapp
Flo Tapp

2/16
Ricky Campos
Linda Kaplan

Barbara Brown
Irma Taylor

3/16
Rozanne Feldman

Birdie London
Al Masters

Bob Mitchell

3/30
None Assigned

4/20
Marty Henriks
Sandy Henriks

David McDonald
Val Simmons

2/04  John 
                     Sheidenberger
2/08  Bob Davis
2/09  Linda Kaplan
2/10  Kristy Schadt
2/16  Paul Panetta Jr.
2/18  Sherril Ptashne
2/19  Arnold Sutton
2/20  Dorothy 
                     Stabinsky
2/24  Robert 
                     Sterndale
2/27  Bob Mitchell
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tory so your help is much 
appreciated.  Many hands 
make light work -- and we 
have fun!  Those of you 
who would like to help our 
shoppers put an outfit to-
gether with a petticoat and 
ruffled pettipants, please 
do. Your expertise is al-
ways welcome, especially 
by our newer dancers. 

Our ladies’ racks are full up 
right now so please hold 
new donations of ladies’ 
clothing for now, but we 
do have room to process 
some donations of men's 
wear before this sale. 
(Hint: Ricky Campos is 
on the hunt for pink men's 
shirts for dance class. He 
is learning the ladies’ part 
and confusing our teacher, 
Don Schadt!)  And we are 
always happy to receive 
skirt hangers and miscel-
laneous items (pins, belts, 
shoes, etc.) any time.  
BTW, tagging help is wel-
come. Sue has a couple of 
racks ready to tag. An hour 
now and then is a great 
help!

Thank you in advance for 
your help with this Val-
ley Trailers fundraiser; we 
couldn't do it without you!! 

Sue & José Simental and 
Judie Goldstein

Our Clothing Rack Cup 
Runneth Over!!! Our stor-
age trailer is bursting at 
the seams!!!  Folks have 
been inquiring, so tell all 
your friends!! Spring is 
right around the corner, so 
our next fundraiser sale 
will be on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 12th, from 6:15pm 
to 8:45pm, during our Val-
ley Trailers Dance Class 
at Wilkinson Senior Cen-
ter in Northridge.  Checks 
made out to Valley Trail-
ers are acceptable, cash 
is appreciated.  We have 
some lovely traditional 
Square Dance outfits and 
even some nice skirts for 
our Round Dancers. This 
will be a full trailer sale, 
so help is needed to set 
up the petticoat racks be-
tween 5:30 and 6pm, and 
again to break them down 
from 8:45 to 9:30pm. 

Please come early and 
meet us at the covered 
door to unload our trailer. 
We have plenty of inven-

Clothing Rack
Report

Membership
Wishing everyone a belat-
ed Happy New Year and a 
healthy one!  

There is a correction to 
the Club Roster.  Please 
change the address of 
Ralph & Viva Johnson 
from 215 to 815 W 700 
North, #143; city/state/Zip 
code are the same.

Mary Beatty,
Membership Chair
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After a delicious lunch at 
Red‘s BBQ, a group of 
Valley Trailers and friends 
spent a very entertaining 
afternoon with the Forever 
Plaid singers. We had seen 
some of these men in pre-
vious shows. Their Plaid 
Tidings  presented many 
familiar songs – some with 
clever new versions.  A 
tribute to Perry Como 
showcased a video of him 
and they had a Como Car-
digan. From “Strangers in 
Paradise” to “Have Your-
self a Merry Christmas,” 
they presented an enthusi-
astic show and mentioned 
all of the December holi-
days. We are planning to 
go there on March 31 to 
see Newsies. 

Sue Cohen

Valley Trailers
See Plaid

Tidings

A “Fun”d 
Raiser

We have another play to 
see in Simi Valley on Sun-
day, March 31st, at 2:00. 
The play is Newsies. We 
will break bread togeth-
er first at a location to be 
announced for those who 
wish to. Let me know if you 
want to be added to the list 
for the play. 

Sue Cohen

Club Member 
Drawing

Jean Woodard’s name 
came out of the hat for 
the Club Member drawing 
this month, and she was 
present, which was good 
news and bad news. The 
good news was that she 
won $10. The bad news 
was that she only won 
$10, since the winner last 
month, president Don Krall, 
was also present then. 
However, Jean’s smile as 
she collected her winnings 
was evidence that it was 
only good news to her.

Our caller for next month 
is Mike Hogan, so be sure 
you don’t miss that. If 
you’re there, you will be a 
winner whether your name 
is drawn or not.

12

Bakersfield 
Fiesta

Now is not too soon to 
start making plans, such 
as motel reservations, 
for the Bakersfield Fiesta 
coming up on March 22, 
23, and 24. They have an 
excellent lineup of call-
ers, it’s relatively close to 
home, and it is always a 
fun event.



      Sweethearts From the Past Years

Anita & John
2018

Sue Cohen & 
Jeanette Williams

2016

Gail & Nick
2017

2015
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Many Valley Trailers members will remember Jeanette Williams, a long time Club member 
who left us two or three years ago to move to Leisure World in Seal Beach. We recently heard 
from her with some interesting news. She was married last December 22, and in her own 
words, says “I found happiness at Leisure World.” We wish her the very best.

14



15

Local Club Dances
Boots & Slippers
02/23 Dark
03/30 Gary Shoemake 
04/27 TBA

Buckles & Bows
02/23 David Mee
03/23 TBA
04/27 TBA
 
Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘n’ Lassies
2/02 Dark
3/02 Paul Waters
3/06 Scot Byars

Happy Squares
02/09 Michael Kellogg
03/09 Bronc Wise
04/13 Jay Henderson

Sierra Hillbillies
02/04 TBA
03/04 TBA
04/07 TBA

Trail Dusters
02/09 Johnny Preston
03/09 Andy Allemao
04/13 Mike Seastrom

Western Weavers
02/08 Michael Kellogg
02/22 Phil Farmer
03/08 Vic Kaaria

Official Visitation
 
 VT Club members - Don’t forget to 

        wear club outfits.

Date:       February 23
Club:  Buckles & Bows
Level:  Plus
Caller:  David Mee
Theme:  44th Anniversary Dance
Location:  Goebel Adult Center, Thousand Oaks
Time:   Rounds at 7:00. Squares at 7:30

 Recommended Dance

Date:  February 10 
Club:  A Square D
Level:  Plus
Caller:  Mike Sikorsky
Theme:  Sweetheart Ball
Location:  Hawthorne Memorial Center, Hawtorne
Time:       Rounds 1:30, Squares: 2:00



Round Dance Events
SUNDAYS        4th Sunday Parties, Phase II thru V, 1:30 – 4:45pm
                                5380 Bell St., Somis 93065   Gus & Lynn DeFore
    
                                5th Sunday Parties, Phase IV – VI, 1:30 – 4:30 pm
                                Wilkinson Center, Northridge    Milo & Cinda Molitoris
   
      1st Sunday Dance Parties, Phase II – VI 1:30-4:30 pm  
        Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge   Cindy Mower

              Selected 3rd Sunday Parties, Phase II – IV 1:30 – 4:30 pm
     Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge   Cindy Mower and/or Joe Scarlatella
      
MONDAYS              Phase IV & IV+, Occasional V Class, 5380 Bell St., Somis 93065
                               Gus & Lynn DeFore
 
                               Intermediate Round Dance Class, 7:00 – 9:00pm
               Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 11315 White Oak Ave.,
              Granada Hills, CA  91344    Joe Scarlatella & Monica Shanks

TUESDAYS             Phase III & IV Class, 7:30-9:15pm, 5380 Bell St., Somis 93065
                               Gus & Lynn DeFore

                               Starting Tuesday, April 3, dance schedule
               5:30 – 7:30pm,  Phase 4 - 5 dance/teach   
               7:30 -  9:30pm,  Phase 5 - 6 dance/teach 
               Valley Beth Israel, 13060 Roscoe Blvd, Sun Valley   
               Milo & Cinda Molitoris

WEDNESDAYS       Phase III & III+  Class, 7:30 - 9:15pm
              5380 Bell St., Somis 93065   Gus & Lynn DeFore

THURSDAYS           Phase II Two-Step Class 6:30 - 8:00 pm      
                                Phase III - IV + Classics and ROMs 8:00 - 9:30 pm
                               Wilkinson Center, Northridge       Cindy Mower
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Weekend Events
Mainstream thru Challenge

Los BaÒos Delight
March 8, 9, 10

A-2
Callers: 

Jerry Story &
Jet Roberts
Info: Harlan

707-489-6819

California
State Square Dance 

Convention
Imperial, CA
April 17 - 19

Mainstream -
Advanced

Callers -
Kip Garvey,

Dan Nordbye,
Bob Baier, Joe Saltel,

Mike Seastrom,
Jet Roberts

Info:
209-996-0844

Wing Ding
March 1, 2, 3
Mainstream-

Advanced

Callers:
Charlie Robertson

Andy Allemao
Jet Roberts

Merced County
Fairgrounds

Info: 
925-323-8330Amador Adventure

April 26, 27, 28

A-2
Joe Saltel,

Jet Roberts
Info: Harlan

707-489-6819
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Advanced Dances

Valley Trailers
Advanced Dances

March 30
Michael Kellogg

June 29
David Mee

Wilkinson Center
Northridge

Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A1/A2

8:00 - 10:30 PM
January 25

February 22
Canoga Park

Womenís Club
Caller - Buddy 

Weaver

Trailblazers

February 2 
Ben Rubright

March 2
Vic Ceder

April 6
Rob French

C1 - 11:00
A2  3:00 pm

C-2  11:00, C-3A 3:00 
on Sunday

after Saturday Dance

Mel’s Dance Hall
Westminster, CA

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45PM

February 8
Sandie Bryant

March 8
Bronc Wise

April 12
Tim Ploch

C-1  12:15/C-2 3:30
  Sunday after the 
A2 Friday dance,

Canoga Park
 Womenís ClubRomney

February 1
C1  7:30 

A2 8:00 - 10:00
Mel’s

5946 Westminister Bd
Westminster
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February
 Sunday          Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday     Friday        Saturday

1 2 Farmers
and Charm-
ers
Lads & 
Lassies

3
Sierra
Hillbillies

4 5
Square
Dance
Class

6 7
Round
Dance
Class

8 
Western
Weavers

9 Happy 
Squares

Trail
Dusters

10 
ASquareD
Sweethearts
Ball

11

Board
Meeting

12
Square
Dance
Class

13 14
Round
Dance
Class

15 16  VT

17 18 19
Square 
Dance
Class

20 21
Round
Dance
Class

22 
Western
Weavers

23 Boots
& Slippers

Buckles &
Bows

24 25 26
Square
Dance 
Class

27 28
Round
Dance
Class
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Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Valley Trailers
Dance Schedule

Date Caller Theme

2/16 Mike Hogan Happy Hearts

3/16 Justin Russell
Wearin’ of
the Green

3/30 Michael Kellogg Advanced

4/20 Andy Allemao
Let a Smile

be Your Unbrella

5/18 Jay Henderson Hot Dog Hoedown

6/15 Don Schadt
School’s out,

Relax

6/29 David Mee Advanced


