
Presidents’
Message

Board
Meeting

August  3         7:30 pm
at the home of Don 
and Renee Krall

All Club Members 
Welcome

pm, we will be doing a square 
dance demo at a church in San 
Fernando. We would like to 
have two or three squares for 
this event. For all who come, 
the Club will be taking you out 
to dinner afterwards.  We will 
have a sign up sheet at Class 
and at the Club dance. This 
has been in the works for a few 
months but we wanted to do it 
now because of our new class 
coming up in September.

Hope to see you all in a square 
real soon and yellow rocks 
to all.

Don and Renee
Well, here we go into the new 
board year. We have several 
new Club members on the new 
board. Please thank them for 
taking on a volunteer position 
on the board.

We have some bad news at 
this time. We will be stopping 
our split the pot drawing for a 
while. A square dance club in 
the Bay area was fined $5,000 
for doing this money maker. 
Several of the square dance 
clubs in our area have already 
stopped doing the drawing.

On Sunday, August 7th, at 2:00 

Hi everyone, I hope you are 
all ready for a great sale. We 
have a lot of new used items 
to sell. We will start the sale 
at 6:00 pm, so bring cash or a 
check and have a great time.

Renee Krall

August  30

1



Caller
Coordinator
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June Dance 
Club Member 

Drawing

At our June 18th dance, Dol-
ly Brown’s name was drawn 
but she wasn’t there, so she 
missed the opportunity to go 
home $20 richer. The pot now 
goes to $30 for our next dance 
on July 16 with Pat Carnathan 
calling.

here he comes, so come ear-
ly to get a good seat for when 
you’re resting and wondering 
what that was all about. 

Enjoy the evening. I know I will.
Bob Davis

Get ready, here he comes! 
Andy Allemao will be on our 
stage August 20. As many of 
you are aware, besides being 
a fun guy to dance to, he is 
also well known for his HEX 
SQUARES, and if you want 
to get in on the goin's on, you 
better plan on showing up 
at Wilkinson about six PM.

He once was known as an up 
and coming caller, but that’s 
something we can all forget 
now as Andy is up and on top 
with his entertaining and tal-
ented presentation. All year 
long, dancers have been ask-
ing when is Allemao coming 
to the Valley Trailers. Well, 
to all you anxious members, 

Andy Allemao

Fall Picnic And 
camp-out

October 1st

October 1st is the Valley 
Trailers’ fall camp-out and 
picnic day with all the fun and 
games, and ending in the 
evening with a potluck din-
ner. If you would like to come 
and stay over at the camp-
grounds, I will have a sign up 
sheet for that.

Please mark the date so 
you will not miss this day of 
friendship and a whole lot of 
fun. Signup will start in Au-
gust for both the picnic and 
the camp-out. Hope to see 
you there.

Don Krall

Picnic 2014

Picnic 2015

Picnic 2014
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June 18th, the third Satur-
day in June, was a hot day 
in Northridge, missing getting 
to triple digit temperatures by 
just one degree, but as prom-
ised, two air conditioning units 
in the Wilkinson Senior Cen-
ter were working fine, and at 
8:00 that evening when Cin-
dy’s familiar “Square ‘em up” 
was heard, the temperature 
in the hall was a comfortable 
low to mid seventies. By the 
end of the evening, with nine 
squares of dancers gener-
ating heat while executing 
Tim Pepper’s choreography, 
the temperature was notice-
ably warmer, but still cool-
er than it was outside. All in 
all, it was a very comfortable 
and pleasant venue for the 
dance. [PS: It was 111 de-
grees in Northridge two days 
later! Fortunately we didn’t 
have to experience how the 
AC might have handled that.]

Tim Pepper

We think this was the first 
time that Tim has called for 
the Valley Trailers, or at least 
the first time in quite a while, 

but the dancers seemed to 
enjoy his patter choreogra-
phy as well as his singing 
calls, so you may be seeing 
him with us again in the fu-
ture. We didn’t get a count on 
the number of squares up for 
the A1 tip, but four squares 
would be a close guess. We 
did notice that not all of the 
squares successfully execut-
ed all of the material, which is 
a good indication that his ma-
terial was at the right level for 
the floor for an Advanced tip. 
Cindy Mower did her usual 
excellent job with the rounds. 
We didn’t get a participant 
count here either, but it was 
the usual full circle of danc-
ers around the hall with a few 
overflowing into the center.

The kitchen crew did its usu-
al great job with the refresh-
ments, with snacks out from 
the start and delicious Swed-
ish meatballs out after the 
fourth tip. The desserts were 
very nice too.  Thanks, kitch-
en guys!

Hot June
Night

VT Members
Continue to
Travel the

World

Sandy Tilsen
Roy Okada

Any ideas where Roy and 
Sandy went this time? It 
looks cold, probably not in 
this country, and probably at 
a high latitude, either north or 
south, but beyond that, there 
doesn’t seem to be many 
clues. Make your guess, and 
when you next see them, ask 
them where they were. 

ATTENTION new graduates.
The Clothing Rack will be 
open for business on August 
30. All in attendance will find 
some terrific bargains. Renee 
does a fabulous job getting 
the items ready for sale. Get 
there early so you don’t miss 
out. Maybe you can find a new 
outfilt, a petticoat, or a even 
a shirt for that special guy.

More on the
Clothing

Rack
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Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7 pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable 
to help, and call the refresh-
ment committee member 
shown on this page.

Host/Hostess
Please be there by 7pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and call Mary Beatty at 
818-363-0009.

 Refreshment Committee 
for Dances from

8/20 to

To Be Announced

8/20
Alan Fick

Eddy Galeano
Marlene Lovett
Jacob Sobel

9/17
Ray Cianci

Ricky Campos
Kathryn McKee

Irma Taylor

10/15
Doris Baum
Lee Baum

John Carpenter
May Carpenter

10/29
None Assigned

8/20
Judy Adler

Judith Arner
Bonnie Bench
Simon Lucas

9/17
Irene Allen

Lynn Bernheim
Ron Bernheim

Paul Kayne

10/15
Pam Bailis

David Brown
Dolly Brown

Jeanette Williams

10/29 (Advanced)
Sandra DeBear

Gary Menke

Francine Kolek        8/02
Barbara Brown        8/03
May Carpenter        8/03
Kay Goeden        8/04
Alan Fick         8/07
Janie Manning        8/08
Judith Arner        8/09
Paul Libis         8/11
Nancy Miller        8/11
Tina Matz         8/16
Dolores Moutes        8/17
Shirley Nielsen        8/22
Germaine Selim        8/24
David Brown        8/25

Marty and Sandy Henriks  
8/10

Doug and Tova Sobel  
8/16

Larry and Barbara Weintraub 
8/17

Shelly and Maureen Fried 
8/18

Mountain 
Squares

August 28          
 Sundaes on Sunday

Caller: Pat Carnathan
September DARK

October 8       
 A2 Workshop & Dance
Caller:  Mike Sikorsky

October 9   
27th Anniversary Ball
Caller:  Mike Sikorsky

Info: Cindy Bell
661-607-8282

Riverside County
Square Dance 

Festival
Nov. 10, 11, 12, &13

Callers;  Tony Oxen-
dine,

Mike Sikorsky, Johnny 
Preston, Buddy Weav-
er, Gary Shoemake, 

Ken Bower
Plus - C1

Info: 865-387-2217



Roy's 
Reviews

Roy Okada

bers were there support-
ing the dance along with 24 
members of the Buckles & 
Bows.  They were quite im-
pressed with Mike’s yodel-
ing and his trademark Elvis 
impersonation singing “Pink 
Cadillac.”  Mike’s songs were 
beautiful to hear and the 
tempo was great to dance to. 
Red, white, and blue outfits 
dominated the dance floor 
as many dancers got into the 
patriotic spirit of being proud 
to be Americans.

Perhaps the biggest shock 
of the evening was the ad-
vanced tip.  Mike announced 
that where he’s from, there 
isn’t a distinction between 
the A1 and A2 levels, and 
therefore be prepared for 
something new.  The next 14 
minutes proved to be a chal-
lenge for three of the four 
willing squares. The excep-
tion was the square that was 
made up of three of the local 
callers, Sam Mehlman, and 
their partners. 

Mike and his beautiful wife 
Denise are here on vacation 
to visit some relatives in Oak 
Park, not very far from where 
the Buckles & Bows dance 
in Thousand Oaks.  What a 
coincidence that 24 Buckles 
& Bows were at the dance to 
greet them.  

Don’t forget the Sea Breeze 
dance on Aug. 14th with Bud-
dy Weaver.  Get your ribbons 
early from Otis.

Roy Okada

What a difference a caller 
makes!  It was an amazing 
Saturday night at the Lads & 
Lassies’ Independence Day 
weekend dance.  Mike Ho-
gan from Omaha, Nebras-
ka, proved once again that 
if you have a top-tier caller, 
the dance will be magical.

There were over 15 squares 
in attendance with a large 
turnout of Lads & Lassies’ 
members.  Even more im-
pressive was the presence 
of five local area callers 
who were there to dance 
to the creative and innova-
tive choreography of Mike.

Fourteen Valley Trailer mem-

Mike Hogan
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I just participated in the Se-
nior Olympics swimming com-
petition and Dolva asked me 
to write an article about it, so 
here goes:  You may notice 
that I don't attend Saturday 
dances very often, and, though 
I come to angel at most Tues-
day classes, I leave earlier 
than I'd like. You may wonder 
why...or maybe not?  I'll tell you 
anyway.  I'm on a swim team 
and I compete locally, national-
ly, and a few years ago I even 
competed internationally. I 
swim against people in my age 
group and, because there are 
some extremely fast women 
55-59 years old, it is quite com-
petitive!! This past weekend 
I participated in the California 
State Senior Games. This par-
ticular meet is part of a multi-
sport competition for the over 
50 crowd and I'm so amazed by 
the incredibly inspiring athletes 
who take part in these games.  I 
was very happy with my times, 
dropping several seconds and 

achieving personal best times 
in all five of my races. The icing 
on the cake is that I won four 
gold medals and one silver 
medal!! My favorite event cur-
rently is the 200 IM (individual 
medley), which involves swim-
ming butterfly, backstroke, 
breaststroke, and freestyle. It's 
a tough event, but I love the 
challenge of swimming all four 
strokes in one race. Sooooo...
know that my leaving early isn't 
because I don't love dancing, 
because I truly do. Unfortu-
nately there are only 24 hours 
in a day!! I get up early, go to 
swim practice every day, teach 
all day, dance at least twice a 
week, race on the weekends, 
and enjoy time with my family. 
It's difficult to fit it all in, but it 
all makes me happy, keeps me 
sane, and it works!!

Helene Hirsch

Go for the Gold

Helene
Hirsch
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Visitation 
Awards

through June
10 - White Trailer

Evan Ball

15 - Red Trailer
Marty Henriks

20 - Blue Trailer
Ethel Ball

Kay Goeden
Virginia Heidt

     Patricia Streeter

25 - Silver Trailer
   Joyce Stillwell

Doug Sobel

35 - Red Car
Judith Arner

        Jeanette Williams

45 Blue Car
Bob Cirillo

75 - Silver Boat
Sandy Tilsen



Scary Faces Cause 
Laughs

Did you know there's a new part to Load the Boat?  You would if 
you were one of the thirteen Valley Trailers who attended the June 
11 recommended dance with the Happy Squares.  Mike Seastrom 
explained that he saw it in Nebraska and thought it would also 
be used at the nationals. This "scary face" part produced some 
groans and laughs. As always, it was fun dancing to Mike.  

Here Nick and Sue demonstrate the “scary face.” The idea was 
for the people doing the insides’ part of Load the Boat to do this 
after completing the third part of the call and just as they were 

about to do the fourth part. But it’s still just a 12 beat call, so 
ya gotta keep movin’.

Buckles and Bows again had a huge visitation--forty-three of their 
members were there. Nick Koulax won a $14 raffle and $38 rolled 
over for Happy Squares’ next month's dance.  It was Joyce Still-
well's birthday and Gus DeFore's was on Friday.  So we sang to 
them and Gus spun Joyce around in some dance moves from the 
‘50s. We were all impressed.

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Co-chair

Cohen’s
Corner
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Mountain Squares
Sunday, July 24, 2016
Caller:  Ken Ritucci

Plus with 
Advanced Star Tip
Hawaiian Theme

For Info: Cindy Bell  
661-607-8282

Vice President’s 
Report

As I write this, we are still 
planning and shopping for 
the July 17th picnic and the 
dance with Pat Carnathan 
the night before.  I'm sure 
we will enjoy both of these 
events.  More about them in 
the next issue.

Upcoming dances in August 
include our recommended 
dance on August 6th with the 
Farmers & Charmers for their 
Jolly Pirates dance. Scot 
Byars is calling.  Since it is 
a recommended dance and 
not a visitation, might we see 
some pirates amongst our 
people?  

Our dance on the 20th with 
Andy Allemao calling Hex 
before  the squares should 
be great.  If you haven't tried 
HEX, now is the time.  Andy 
is a very enthusiastic caller.

Our next visitation is with the 
Boots & Slippers for their 
57th Anniversary dance. It's 
on August 27th and Deborah 
Carroll-Jones, the Rose Bowl 
Princess, will probably be do-
ing her "wave."

Hope to see you at these 
fun and jam packed August 
events.

Sue Cohen, 
Vice President



Mel Sukow
 

finished working on the dam, 
he moved us to northern Cal-
ifornia around the Stockton 
area and this is where I grew 
up. My dad continued to work 
in construction, but in order to 
keep us boys out of trouble, 
he started a chicken ranch 
with several thousand chick-
ens. I worked on the ranch 
most of my childhood and 
also in the fields of the neigh-
boring farms. I have worked 
very hard since then at for-
getting anything I ever knew 
about chickens and farming 
(too hard!).  During my high 
school years, I worked with 
my dad and brother building 
homes and also was a part 
time janitor at one of the lo-
cal elementary schools. My 
extra curricular activity at 
school was being in the mu-
sic program.  At one time I 
could play a trumpet. After 
high school, I attended Fres-
no State College and grad-
uated with a degree in en-
gineering with an emphasis 
on civil engineering. During 
that time, I married my high 
school sweetheart and we 
shared a marriage of about 
35 years before separating.  
We still remain friends and 
enjoy the families of our two 
children.  Our son still lives 
in the area and our daugh-
ter currently lives in northern 
California. I was hired during 
my last semester of college 
by the City of Los Angeles 
Bureau of Engineering and 
stayed there ten years before 
moving into private practice.  
I recommend that you pray 
when you drive along Nor-
dhoff Street and cross over 
the railroad tracks near the 

Northridge Mall since I was 
the designer of that bridge 
while working for the City. 
In private practice, I worked 
for a full service engineering 
firm, providing various ser-
vices to land developers and 
public agencies. I stayed with 
that firm about 14 years be-
fore starting my own compa-
ny in 1992.  Today I continue 
to work through my company 
providing engineering and 
surveying services. One proj-
ect that I am very pleased to 
have been the civil engineer 
on is the Skirball Cultural 
Center. I have been involved 
with that project since it start-
ed over thirty years ago.   

Getting back to my involve-
ment with the Valley Trailers, 
it all started when several 
patients at the chiropractic 
office where my wife worked 
kept bugging her to get us 
into square dancing. One 
was John Nash and the other 
was Russ McMenamin. Marci 
McMenamin provides us with 
our summer picnic hangout. 
Both men had done a lot for 
the Valley Trailers.  We lived 
on the east side of the Valley 
and the Club’s classes were 
on the west side of the Val-
ley, which provided our rea-
son for not joining the class. 
But one year the class was 
held only two blocks from our 
house so our excuse disap-
peared and I was dragged 
to the class.  Fortunately, 
our teacher was Don Schadt 
and he also taught line danc-
ing while we rested between 

Getting
to Know 

Club
Members 

Better 

Continued on 
Page 11

When asked to tell something 
about myself, I struggled with 
what to say. Probably the 
most relevant thing about 
me for this is my involvement 
with the Valley Trailers. I have 
been a Club member since 
1993, joining the club right 
after finishing the Valley Trail-
ers’ class that started in 1992.

Before I expand on my in-
volvement with the Club, here 
is a little something about my-
self. I was born in Kingman, 
Arizona, right after World 
War II.  At the time, my dad 
was working on Davis Dam 
in Laughlin, Nevada. After he 10



tips. That was the only year 
Don taught until much later 
when he took the class over 
from Mike Seastrom.  When I 
joined the Club, we had about 
150 members but our check-
book balance was $325.  The 
class had been losing sever-
al thousand dollars per year 
for quite a few years and only 
netting around ten graduates 
a year.  The class was a tra-
ditional class starting in Sep-
tember and ending in June.  
When I joined the Club, I was 
talked into being the class 
treasurer.  The leaders of the 
Club decided to handle the 
Club in a more businesslike 
manner. The cost of the class 
was reduced by obtaining a 
low-cost hall and working with 
Charlie Robertson to mini-
mize teacher cost. Fund-rais-
ers were identified such as 
theatre nights at the Glen-
dale theatre, selling of script, 
attending studio events for 
a donation, etc.  Even with 
the 1994 earthquake disrupt-
ing dances, the Club made it 
through the year and ended 
up with a much better bank 
account balance. The class 
did lose around $800 dollars 
that year, but that was much 
better than in the recent past.  
Unfortunately, we still only 
had about 10 graduates.  I 
was fortunate, or unfortunate, 
enough to become class co-
ordinator the following year. 

This was the year the Club 
introduced the phased class 
format. A caller named Vern 
Weese was our teacher and 
was willing to help with the 
new format. This phasing 
was different from what we 
have now. Each phase was 
13 weeks long and you grad-
uated from the class after 26 
weeks.  Like now there were 
two levels taught each night.  
This arrangement led to four 
starts a year with four gradu-
ations a year.  The first year 
of operation produced 54 
graduates. Using this format, 
the Club grew to around 250 
members and our bank ac-
count continued to grow. The 
format has been changed 
over the years, once to a 17 
week format, and now a 26 
week format.

I have held other positions 
such as Visitation, Member-
ship, and President. I am 
now the parliamentarian for 
the Club.   Not to minimize 
any position on the board 
because they all require ded-
ication and hard work, but I 
found the president’s posi-
tion to be the most challeng-
ing.  We really need to thank 
anyone who has been willing 
to serve in that position. The 
year I was president, we had 
a very active board. Some of 
the things that the board ac-
complished outside the day-
to-day operations were:
• Creation of the Data 
Base Coordinator Position
• Revision of the Bylaws
• New Club outfit (There 
is a story behind this but 
that’s for another time.)
• First written version of 

the Club’s Policies
• Publication of the “Mem-
ber Information Booklet”. For 
the history of the Club, see 
this booklet.
• Publication of the “Class 
Information Booklet” which 
was intended to introduce 
new class members to the 
world of square dancing.
• Making the current Club 
badge the official badge of 
the Club.
• First Club CD opened.
• Special weekend class 
member dance.
• Special trail-in dance 
for the callerlab convention 
featuring callers from all over 
the world.
• Special dance to raise 
funds for radio advertisement 
for square dancing. 

My involvement today is less 
but I still try to attend most 
Club dances and most Club 
activities and I do help out a 
little on the board. The most 
important thing though is that 
this is all for fun and I have 
had plenty of that along with 
meeting many wonderful 
people that I will remember 
for the rest of my life. The 
most wonderful one is Margo 
Burnett, my girlfriend for the 
last nine years. 

I recommend everyone stay 
involved to get the most out 
of this experience.

Continued from page 10
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American Cancer 
Society 

Benefit Dance
September 11
2:00 - 4:30 pm
Callers: Mike 

Seastrom, Buddy 
Weaver, Ken Bower, 
Pat Carnathan, & 

Hunter Keller
$10.00 advance

$12.00 at the door
Wilkinson Center

Info: 406-690-2640

Labor Day 
Jamboree 

2016
Sept 2, 3, 4

Plus - Advanced
Callers: 

Charlie Robertson, 
Dan Clairmont, Don 

Wood, 
Romney Tannehill

Embassy Suites,
 Arcadia

Charlie or Kristi
 909-202-1054
909-732-4978

Mid-Cal Classic
Plus - A2 Labor Day 

Weekend
September 2, 3, 4

Dancing through Sunday  
night till 10:00 pm

Callers:
Bob Baier  

Jet Roberts
Los Baños - wood floor

Info - Harlan Bowen
707-489-6819

Boots & Slippers

Class Level 
Fun Dance

1st Saturday night of
every month ends 8/22/16

 7:30 - 10:00 PM
Caller: Dick Hodnefield

Simi Senior Center
818-326-0177 or
 805-583-8843

Buckles & Bows
10 Week Sum-

mer 
Workshop

Caller:  Mike 
Seastrom

Tuesday Nights
7:00 to 9:00 PM
Goebel Adult 

Community Center
Thousand Oaks

Bill & Nancy 
805-368-5371

Boots & Slippers
Summer Work-

shop
Caller: Dick Hod-

nefield
Monday nights 
7:30 - 9:30 pm

Simi Senior Center
Bob & Glenda Hamburg

Info:  805-526-3130Western Weavers
Workshop

Tues.    6:30 - 9:30 pm
Caller:  Dale Hoppers

2828 W. Magnolia Blvd
Burbank

Info:  Alice
818-295-6907
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Bob Mitchell, Editor

Editor Sez
Have you ever wondered 
why square dancers have so 
much trouble telling their left 
hand from their right? Or why 
you so often hear a caller say 
“No, no, the other left”? Or 
why, when the squares are 
in left-handed waves and the 
caller wants to call Quarter 
Thru, he will invariably say 
“Centers Quarter Thru”, even 
though that is superfluous 
and perhaps even a bit of a 
put-down for experienced 
dancers? Or why when the 
call is Swing Thru and the 
dancers are in left-handed 
waves, the caller will pref-
ace the call with “Be care-
ful now”, and you will hear 
several people still call out 
“right!”? Although in this last 
case, I’m quite sure this isn’t 
just a matter of not know-
ing right from left, but also 
a matter of many dancers, 
especially at club level danc-
ing, not knowing the defini-
tion of the call Swing Thru.

I was reading some material 

recently about how hard it is 
for many people to learn lat-
erality, which was a new word 
for me, but means having to 
do with determining one side 
from the other in terms of left 
and right. It was stated that 
whether you do well or poor-
ly with this has nothing to do 
with your intellect, and also 
noted that women are twice 
as likely as men to have dif-
ficulty with this, for whatever 
that’s worth. The article was 
not about square dancing, al-
though the author could very 
well have used square danc-
ing as another example of 
where people have to pause 
and go through some mental 
exercise to get it right, or just 
don’t get it right. I have often 
wondered, probably most-
ly facetiously, if people who 
have trouble with the concept 
of left and right are dispropor-
tionately attracted to square 
dancing, or if the overall pop-
ulation has that problem with 
the same frequency, and it is 
just more apparent in square 
dancing because of the fre-
quency and rapidity with 
which one has to make and 
act on a left – right decision. 
I think common sense would 
tend to side with the latter 
option. The article doesn’t 
unambiguously answer the 
question, although it does 
support the argument that it 
is more likely the latter than 
the former by stating that the 
right-left problem is exacer-
bated when combined with 
some other cognitive task, 
which is certainly the case 
on the square dance floor. 

So is this a significant prob-

lem that needs to be ad-
dressed in square dancing? I 
don’t think so, or at least not 
a serious one. This has been 
a source of some chagrin for 
dancers for a long time, and 
square dancing has survived 
quite nicely without worrying 
about it. It certainly isn’t the 
biggest concern the activity is 
facing today. But the topic is 
one that I find interesting and 
one that I have given some 
thought to over the last cou-
ple of years as I’ve watched 
some of the problems people 
have with it, so when I came 
across the article, it piqued 
my interest and seemed like 
a topic for this column that 
might at least have some 
entertainment value for the 
readers. But having said this, 
it does seem that there might 
be a few things that could be 
done in classes and dances 
to make the dancers more 
comfortable with making 
right-left decisions without 
overly complicating things. 
For example, we rarely hear 
about the right shoulder 
passing rule at Mainstream 
and Plus classes and club 
level dances, but there are 
some calls where it really 
matters, and even where it 
may not, it would still be a 
good way to reinforce right-
left awareness. Calling Swing 
Thru from left-handed waves 
would also seem to be an ef-
fective exercise for develop-
ing handedness awareness. 
There are many calls that 
can be done from left-handed 
setups that would also reen-

Continued on 
page 14 13



force this awareness that are 
rarely used, such as Chase 
Left, Scoot Back, Follow Your 
Neighbor, Left Double Pass 
Thru, Track Two, etc. I’m quite 
sure I could fill up the page 
with such calls.  Obviously if 
a caller were to do this oth-
er than on day one in a new 
class, it would require some 
judgment on his part. Most 
dancers who haven’t been 
exposed to such calls from 
a left hand set up aren’t go-
ing to have a good time if this 
were to be suddenly sprung 
on them. My solution to this 
would be to teach this from 
the outset. I don’t think a left 
handed Scoot Back would 
be any more difficult to learn 
than a right handed one. It’s 
just a matter of recognizing 
and being comfortable with 
the starting left-handed set-
up. But it’s probably fortunate 
for many dancers that I’m not 
a caller, and have no pros-
pect of ever becoming one.

If you are interested in read-
ing the article, it can be found 
at http://daily.jstor.org/can-
you-really-tell-left-from-right/.  
I don’t know how long it will 
be up on the host server, so 
don’t wait too long if you want 
to see it.

Continued from Page 13

Editor Sez
Several of our students have 
taken advantage of the op-
portunity to join us at a Val-
ley Trailers’ dance and ex-
perience the excitement of a 
roomful of dancers and the 
challenge of a new caller. It’s 
important that our students 
get brave and go to other 
dances too, even though 
they may be nervous. We all 
have to go through the pro-
cess of learning and making 
mistakes at a real dance.  
Square dancers generally 
understand because they 
went through it too.  You will 
not improve if you don’t try.
We are asking our members 
to make our newest danc-
ers feel welcome at our Club 
dances.  If you see a white 
class badge on a new dancer, 
invite them to join you in a tip.  
It’s hard to be the ‘new kid on 
the block’! Who knows, they 
just may become your new 
best friends!

We are thrilled that the ma-
jority of our Plus students will 
be graduating in September 
and hope they will choose to 
join our Valley Trailer fami-
ly.  Rob and I will be staying 
on as Plus Coordinators and 
maintaining our student and 
special angel program. New 
classes for both Mainstream 
and Plus are beginning Sep-
tember 13th at 7pm here at 
the Wilkinson Senior Center.  
The first night is free for the 
new Mainstream students.  
Bring your family and friends!

Rob & Joy Starks

What an amazing class we 
have!  The dedication of our 
students shows in their ex-
cellent attendance and in 
their desire to learn the calls.  
Rob and I commend each of 
them for their dedication.  Of 
course, our angels who give 
faithfully each week are also 
a big part of the success of 
our students. 

Don Schadt has already fin-
ished teaching all the Plus 
calls and is able to spend 
our remaining two months 
sharpening all of us with 
DBD, dancing by definition.  
By learning all the calls not 
just in the normal ‘vanilla’ po-
sitions but also in sashayed 
positions will help us bet-
ter understand the calls.  It 
can be confusing at first but 
eventually learning the differ-
ent positions will strengthen 
our dancing. It is a delight to 
have Don able to speed up 
the calls and challenge us 
more.  Everyone is having a 
great time dancing together 
on Tuesdays. 

Plus
Coordinators’

Message
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Joe Saltel, 
caller, with
his mother,

Marian

McCloud
Dance Country
June 27 - July 1

2016

McCloud, CA, is a small town 
with a population of about 
1000 people located on the 
southern slope of Mt. Shas-
ta at an elevation of about 
3200 ft. It used to be a much 
larger booming mill town, but 
times have changed and now 
the logs are hauled down the 
mountain to be processed at 
other places. But the town 
is still well known, at least 
among square dancers, 
for its large air conditioned 
dance hall with wood floors 
and frequent square dances.

Joe Saltel was the caller for 
this week-long event held the 
last week in June. Weekend 
events are quite common - 
week-long ones quite a bit 
less so. This one went from 
Monday evening to Friday 
noon, consisted of ten two-
hour sessions over the five 

and this was no exception. 
The not-so-good is that 
dancer numbers are on the 
decline there as well. The 
hall can accommodate 20 
squares quite comfortably, 
and it was reported that this 
used to be the normal thing, 
but this year, it was well shy 
of that. This dance with Joe 
Saltel, along with several 
other dances throughout the 
year, are annual events, but 
their future is in jeopardy for 
lack of sufficient attendance. 
So if you can dance the lev-
el, and there are different 
levels - Joe’s dance is A2 - 
you would find a very warm 
welcome, you would have a 
great time, and you would 
be helping to continue this 
long-established tradition of 
dancing on the mountain in 
McCloud. 

days, and made for a very 
pleasant and relaxing week 
of dancing, sightseeing, and 
socializing. There was quite 
a bit of eating in there too!

It is apparent that both the 
good things and the not-so-
good things about square 
dancing are the same in 
northern California as they 
are in southern California. 
The good thing is that square 
dancers are very nice, friend-
ly people wherever you go, 15



Mainstream 
Coordinator’s 

Report

Graduation and FREE 
PARTY DANCE

(with alternating tips, stu-
dents can bring a small plate 
of munchies to share.)

September 13 – New 
class begins. 

This will be my final article 
as Mainstream class coor-
dinator.  The last few years 
have been very special to 
me. My life has been en-
riched with friendships, fun, 
and challenges. I owe a sin-
cere debt of gratitude to the 
Valley Trailers Square Dance 
Club Board of Directors who 
gave me the opportunity to 
serve. It has been a tremen-
dous joy to meet many stu-
dents who have learned to 
love square dancing. I look 
forward to many more years 
of happy dancing. I will be 
meeting and greeting every-
one with a smile as I take on 
the job of Class Treasurer. 
Mainstream students will be 
well taken care of. Your new 
coordinators, Ethel and Dan-
ny Ball, will start in August. 
They are fabulous dancers 
and will be a wonderful addi-
tion to the Mainstream class.

Important dates to
remember:

August  9 – Final Rap 
Session at  Chick-fil-A

September 6 – Plus Class 

Theater Party
We have arranged to see 
Gilbert & Sullivan's com-
ic operetta PIRATES of 
PENZANCE on Friday night, 
August 5th, at 8:00 pm. Fif-
teen people signed up at the 
class when this event was 

first announced. The cost is 
$25.00 each.  We might do 
dinner first. The West Valley 
Playhouse is at 7242 Owens-
mouth Avenue. It is just north 
of Sherman Way in Canoga 
Park. 

See Sue Cohen or call 
her for more 
information.

Happy Dancing! 
Jeanette Williams
Co-Class Coordinator 

818-899-0602, 
Jeanettenwin2015

@yahoo.com
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Advanced Dancing
Valley Trailers

A1 & A2

8:00 - 10:30 PM

October 29
Caller:

David Mee
  

Wilkinson Senior 
Center

Northridge

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

August 12
Eric Henerlau

September 8
Vic Ceder

 
October 7

Bronc Wise

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A2

 
August  26

September 23
October 28

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Trailblazers
1st Saturday

C1  11:00 AM - 
1:30 PM

A2  3:00 - 5:30 PM

August 6
Rob French

September 3
Barry Clasper

October 1
Darryl Lipscomb

5946 Westminster Blvd.
Info: John Melstrom

714-968-3888

Mountain Squares
Presents
A2 & C1

October 8th
Caller: Mike 

Sikorsky
Frazier Park Community Center
info:  Cindy Bell 661-607-8282 17

Foothill Frolic
Advanced & Challenge
Caller: Don Wood &
Charlie Robertson

10:00am - July 30, 2016
For Info. 

 Victor Ambrosini
909 592-7434

Romney’s Stars
Anything Goes A-2/C-1
October 7 - 9, 2016

Desert Willow Resort - Hesperia
Info:  Beverly Tomkins

909-261-4890
November Shuffle

A-2/C-1 Weekend
November 18 - 20, 2016

Callers;  Romney 
Tannehill

& Jerry Jestin
Casa Del Sol, Hemet

Info:  Beverly Tomkins
909-261-4890

Fall Frolic
 A2 Dancing

November 25, 26, 27
Caller:

Johnny Preston
Casa De Fruta, Hollister

Info: Harlan Bowen
707-489-6819



Local Club Dances
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  Official Visitation
                    VT club members - Don’t forget to 

                       wear club colors

Boots & Slippers
08/27 Deborah Carroll
09/24 Dale Hoppers
10/22 Andy Allemao

Buckles & Bows
08/14 Buddy Weaver
09/24 Rod Shuping
10/22 Hunter Keller 

Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
08/06 Scot Byars
09/03 Dick Hodnefield
10/01 Mike Seastrom

Happy Squares
08/13 Hunter Keller
09/10 Bronc Wise
10/08 Charlie Robertson

Sierra Hillbillies
08/07 Darren Gallina
09/11 Paul Waters
10/02 Rod Shuping

Trail Dusters
08/13 Eric Henerlau
09/10 Buddy Weaver
10/08 Michael Kellogg

Western Weavers
08/12 Lawrence 
          Johnstone
08/26 Jon Jones
09/09 Ken Ritucci
09/23 Dick Hodnefield
10/14 Mike Hogan
10/28 Vic Kaaria

Looking for a dance?  
Look at “wheresthedance.com”.  

 M - Mainstream     

  P - Plus       

Recommended Dance
Date:      August 6
Club:      Farmers & Charmers
              Lads & Lassies
Level:     Plus
Caller:    Scot Byars
Theme:  Jolly Pirates
Time:     Rounds: 7:30 pm    Squares: 8:00 pm
:Location:  Wilkinson  Senior Center

Date:      August 27
Club:      Boots & Slippers
Level:     Plus
Caller:    Deborah Carroll-Jones
Theme:  57th Anniversary - Luau Dance
Time:     Rounds: 7:00 pm    Squares: 7:30 pm
Location:   Simi Valley Senior Center

18
Mountain Squares
08/28 Pat Carnathan
September - Dark
10/09 Mike Sikorsky



August
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Square
Dance 
Class

3 Board
Meeting   

7:30 pm at
Don & 
Renee 
Krall’s

All Members 
Welcome

4
Round
Dance
Class

5  
Theater
Party -

Pirates of
Penzance

6
Recommended

Dance

 Farmers 
& Charmers
Caller: Dick
Hodenfield

7 Sierra
Hillbillies
Caller:
Darren
Gallina

7 8
Square
Dance
Class

19 11
Round
Dance
Class

12
Western
Weavers
Caller:
Lawrence
Johnstone

13 Happy
Squares
Caller:
Hunter 
Keller
Trail  Dusters
Caller: 
Buddy Weaverr

14 Sea
Breeze
Buckles &
Bows
Caller:
Buddy 
Weaver

15 16
Square
Dance
Class

17 18
Round
Dance
Class

19 20    VT
Valley
Trailers
Caller:
Andy 
Allemao

21 22 23
Square
Dance
Class

24 25
Round
Dance
Class

26
Western
Weavers
Caller:
Jon Jones

27
Visitation

Boots
& Slippers

Caller:
Deborah
 Carroll-
Jones

19

      28                   29                    30

                 Clothing Visitation Dance - August 27          Rack   
             Boots & Slippers
                                 Square             
       
           Dance        Recommended Dance - August 6             Class   Farmers & Charmers

Mountain
Squares
Caller:
Pat
Carnathan



Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Valley Trailers
Caller Schedule

Date Theme Caller
07/16/16 Pat Carnathan

07/30/16 A1 and A2 Jay Henderson

08/20/16 Andy Allemao

09/17/16 Mike Sikorsky

10/15/16 Monster Mash David Mee

10/29/16 Halloween Haunt 
A1 & A2

David Mee

11/19/16 62nd Anniversary Mike Seastrom
Charlie Robertson

12/17/16 Hunter Keller

01/21/17 Rick Hampton


