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Presidents’

Renee and I would like to 
wish you all a wonderful New 
Year as we start a new year 
for our wonderful club. First 
we have our Black Light 
Dance on the third Saturday 
of the month, then A Square 
D will have its Student Stomp 
on January 28th for all stu-
dents who started in August 
or September as well as our 
Plus students. All students 
should come to this dance 
and see how other callers 
work. Also the Valley Trailers 
ONLY will have their Clothing 

Rack, so if you need some-
thing in the way of square 
dance clothing, now is the 
time to get it.       

The Sweetheart Ball spon-
sored by A Square D is in 
February, which is always a 
great dance to attend. This 
year we have done the vot-
ing for the Sweetheart Cou-
ple by e-mail. As of this writ-
ing, the response has not 
been all that great. We have 
heard from some who said 
that they don’t know who to 
vote for because they don’t 
know a lot of the members. 
That is why we encourage all 
members to go to the various 
functions that the Club does 
without dancing so you can 
meet everyone. It is the best 

way to get to know all of our 
members.

Yellow Rocks to all,
Don and Rene,

Presidents

Tidbits

Board

January 8,   
7:30pm  at

John and Anita’s.
All VT members 

are 
welcome.

Meeting

Message



braska but calls all over the 
USA and Canada, and has 
been for years an ICON at 
the National and many state 
conventions. Mike has been 
one of our favorites for years, 
and he recently said that call-
ing for the Valley Trailers is 
like coming home because 
that is how he feels about 
us, and likewise we about 
him. So show up, be ready 
for a super good time, laugh 
a lot and clap a lot to show 
how much we appreciate him 
decorating our stage.

If the Lord is willing and the 
creeks don't rise, I'll be there 
too!

Bob Davis,
Caller CoordinatorHey, are you ready for more 

fun than you have a right to 
expect? How about a black 
light dance? How about Mike 
Hogan calling?

On January 20, put on your    
white shirt or skirt, ever is 
applicable, come on down 
to the Wilkinson Center, and 
be prepared for whatever, 
‘cause whatever usually hap-
pens.

Mike Hogan,
Caller

Mr. Hogan hails from Ne-

 Maureen Fried’s name was 
drawn in the Club member 
drawing at our Anniversary 

Dance in November, but un-
fortunately for Maureen, she 
wasn’t there, so now the pot 

goes to $20 for our December 
dance with Dee Dee Dough-

erty. So you really should plan 
to attend that dance. You will 

have a nice time dancing to Dee 
Dee, whom we don’t get to see 
all that often, and your odds of 

winning the Club member draw-
ing are about two million times 

greater than the odds of winning 
the California Powerball lottery 
with a single ticket. How could 

anyone possibly not come?
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 Bob Davis,
Caller Coordinator 

Caller
Coordinator

Club Member Drawing
for November

Save the Date
Be sure to mark January 15 
on your calendar! That is the 
date of our next fund raiser 
event which will be held at 
Chi Chi’s Restaurant at 9080 
Tampa Blvd in Northridge. 
They are going to give us 
15% of the receipts for 
meals sold to our members 
and guests, which is a more 
generous payout than some 
give. We will be emailing 
flyers out prior to the date, 
which you will need to show, 
either on paper or on your 
mobile device, in order for 
the Club to get the benefit.

Club Member Drawing 
for December

Marc Moore’s name was 
drawn in the Club Member 
Drawing for December, but 
unfortunately for him, he and 
Vicki missed this dance, so 
the pot goes to $30 for the 
January dance. This is our 
Black Light Dance with Mike 
Hogan calling, so it is guar-
anteed to be a fun dance for 
you if you’re there, whether 
you go home with an extra 
$30 in your pocket or not!



Message
from the

Vice
Presidents

We all enjoyed a wonderful 
Anniversary Dance in No-
vember.  We have been for-
tunate to have a number of 
businesses that contribute to 
the success of our dance by 
donating gift cards for us to 
raffle off.  This allows us to 
contribute to local charities.  
Please patronize these busi-
nesses as a thank you.  They 
are:  Olive Garden on Nord-
hoff in Chatsworth, Maria’s 
Italian Kitchen on Arminta in 
Van Nuys, Chatsworth Tire 
on Devonshire in Chats-
worth, Sprouts on Zelzah in 
Granada Hills, Trader Joe’s 
on Mason in Chatsworth, 
Wood Ranch in Northridge, 
Brent’s Deli  on Parthenia in 
Northridge, Chi-Chi’s Pizza 
in Chatsworth, Matador Bowl 
on Balboa in Northridge, Vil-

lage Cafe on Vanowen in 
Winnetka, Macaroni Grill in 
Northridge, and Los Toros 
Restaurant on Devonshire 
in Chatsworth.  We are very 
grateful for their contribution 
to our dance. Several of our 
members also graciously 
contributed gift cards and gift 
baskets for our raffle. 

Sunday the 10th is our annu-
al Holiday Party.  It has tak-
en countless hours in prepa-
ration to design and make 
the decorations that you 
will enjoy and take home.  
In order to make this won-
derful event happen, many 
have volunteered their time.  
Please thank the following 
hosts and hostesses:  Vir-
ginia Heidt, Milo and Cinda 
Molitoris, Dave and Sherril 
Ptashne, Steve and Joyce 
Kay, Joyce Stillwell, Nick 
and Gail Koulax, Chuck and 
Minnie McMurray, John and 
Anita Sheidenberger, Alan 
and Eileen Willis, Marvin and 
Francine Schlossman, Barry 
and Linda Kaplan, Bob and 
Dolva Mitchell, Roy and Jean 
Woodard, Bob and Carole 
Davis, Tom and Mary Beat-
ty, and Ed Palmer and Sue 
Cohen. Our thanks also go 
to our men who stepped up 
to help with set up and take 
down: Bill Drowatzky, Jose 
Simental, John Sheidenberg-
er, Alan Epstein, Marty Hen-
ricks, and Marvin Schloss-
man. And to all of the current 
Tuesday class and recent 
graduates as well as the an-
gels who graciously said ‘yes’ 
when I asked them to help in 
the kitchen and serve during 
the party.  We never could 

have had a successful pot-
luck without their willingness 
to help.   Our thanks go to: 
Don and Renee Krall, Hiroko 
Pipes, Pat Kiggins, Bob and 
Madeline Johnson, Dianne 
Gross, Marlene Lovett, Anita 
Sheidenberger, Tova Sobel, 
Nancy Zavich, Ethel Ball, 
Sue Simental, Toba Burg, 
Roxanne Feldman, Sandra 
DeBear, Sandy Henricks, 
Dorothy Stabinsky, Denise 
Kurtzer, and Diana Smith.  
Please thank them; they are 
the future of our club! The 
next time we have a func-
tion, consider offering to help 
in some small way. You’ll be 
glad you did!  

Our next theme dance will 
be a 50’s Hound Dog Hop 
Dance on February 17th 
with our own Charlie Robert-
son calling.  Bob and Carole 
Davis and Dave and Sherril 
Ptashne are loaning us all the 
props to get us in the mood 
for a 50’s sock hop.  Don and 
Renee are bringing their ‘re-
cords’; you remember, those 
black discs you could hold 
in your hands, back before 
electronics came into being.  
Our team has more fun in 
store—even ‘fake’ ice cream 
will be a part of our soda 
fountain.  You’ll see those toi-
let paper rolls that you all so 
willingly supplied to us, but 
you may not even recognize 
them!  Come join us for fun in 
the fifties!
           Rob and Joy Starks,
                   Vice Presidents

3

Rob & Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents



tip she called for the five 
squares doing the advanced 
tip.  Together with Cindy 
Mower cueing for the 25 or 
more round dance couples, 
the Valley Trailers’ Decem-
ber club dance was a great 
way to close out a successful 
2018 and usher in a very op-
timistic New Year.

Roy Okada

Yodel in the New Year!  The 
Valley Trailers concluded 
another fabulous year with 
caller Dee Dee Dougherty 
doing the honors.  Despite 
the annual December hol-
iday festivities, the Valley 
Trailers’ third Saturday club 
dance had a nice turnout of 
14 squares including 42 VT 
club members who attended 
the final hurrah of 2017.
   
Concurrent with the times, 
having Dee Dee as the call-
er seemed so appropriate.  
In a specialized field over-
whelmingly dominated by 
male callers, she called an 
outstanding program worthy 
of her reputation.  The Val-
ley Trailers’ very own Charlie 
Robertson fully recognizes 
her abilities and was there to 
appreciate her talents.
   
Unbeknownst to many new-
comers, Dee Dee's passion 
for fast tempo tips can cause 
consternation among new-
er dancers trying to keep 
up with her series of calls in 
rapid succession.  New VT 
members such as Francine 
Golden and Marvin Schloss-
man soon found out why Dee 
Dee presents an ongoing 
challenge for newer dancers.
   
Dee Dee's yodeling was 
impressive as well as the 

Valley Trailers’
December

Dance
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member judged to have done 
a lot to support and promote 
the Club over many years, 
went to Jean Woodard along 
with a stipend of $100.

Honorary membership sta-
tus is something awarded 
to long-time members who 
have done a lot to support 
the Club over the years, but 
who no longer dance due to 
the physical limitations that 
come with the passing years. 
This year, there were two ob-
viously deserving candidates 
who were given this recog-
nition. They are Arnold Sut-
ton, a 17-year member, and 
Germaine Selim, a 32-year 
member.

A lot of photos from the event 
are now posted on Smug-
Mug, so go there to see all 
the smiling faces. You should 
have the link bookmarked in 
your browser by now, but if 
not, the link is on the Club’s 
website.

The Holiday

The annual Holiday Party for 
this year was held on Decem-
ber 10 at the Wilkinson Cen-
ter, and it was just about a full 
house. We didn’t get a final 
count on the attendance, but 
considering that 18 tables 
were mostly filled, a guess of 
170 wouldn’t be far off. The 
Giving Music Band provided 
the music for dancing and 
for our general enjoyment, 
and they did a very nice 
job. Based on the number 
of people up and dancing, 
one would have to conclude 
that their musical selections 
were well approved of by the 
attendees. It was also not-
ed that the volume was just 
right, loud enough to hear 
and enjoy it, but not so loud 
as to prevent conversation, 
as has been the case for 
some previous years. 

The decorations were very 
nicely done, again thanks 
to Joy and Rob Starks and 
their crew. The meal was 
organized pot luck, and the 
food was excellent and am-
ple, equally as good as the 
catered food we have had in 
previous years, and it cost 
the Club considerably less 
money. It should be noted 
that Joy and Rob were re-
sponsible for organizing and 
leading the entire event.

The Bruce Iveson award, 
which is a perpetual plaque 
awarded each year to a Club 6

Party
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stant at the level it has been 
for the past few years.  The 
Valley Trailers’ Anniversary 
Dance was again a beacon 
of hope that square dancing 
will survive despite the pres-
ent overall downward trend.
  
Cindy Mower continues to 
have the dance floor filled 
with round dancers who are 
enjoying her precise cues 
and song selections.  Impres-
sive is the key word when you 
consider that there were over 
36 round dance couples on 
the floor.  This coupled with 
the seven squares for the ad-
vanced tip made the dance a 
great success despite certain 
unforeseen obstacles.
   
The Buckles & Bows’ entou-
rage led by John and Sybil 
Duhig apologized for their 
fewer than usual members 
present as many of them 
were away for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday.  Dick and Gay-
le Hodnefield of the Boots 
& Slippers explained that 
many of their missing mem-
bers were experiencing re-
cent health issues. With this 
many of the regulars missing 
and still having 23 squares 
present is very encourag-
ing. Every club in the area 
had at least some represen-
tation except for the Happy 
Squares. The visiting club 
with the most members pres-
ent was the Trail Dusters.  
Their female Board members 
were quite impressed by the 
Valley Trailers’ innovative 
use of gift certificates rather 
than the customary gift bas-
kets.  Kudos to the VT com-

mittee who came up with this 
new raffle approach.
   
The Club’s decoration volun-
teers continue to delight us in 
finding new ways to decorate 
the hall.  The VT Anniversary 
Dance may be past, but the 
thrill of their work remains.

Roy Okada

November
63rd

 Anniversary
Dance 

Roy Okada
"Very impressive" was 
the sentiment shared 
by many of the attend-
ees making up the 23 
squares at the 63rd Anni-
versary dance of the Val-
ley Trailers at the Wilkin-
son Center.  It was not 
the awesome stage dec-
orations with the red and 
black pillars of balloons, 
nor the duet of call-
ers Mike Seastrom and 
Hunter Keller that creat-
ed the Kodak moment.  It 
was the assembly of the 
60 VT members mostly 
dressed in the Club col-
ors for the group photo.
   
The Valley Trailers mem-
bership of 151 square 
dancers continues to re-
main approximately con- 8
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Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

Host and Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and contact Mary Beat-
ty at 818-363-0009.

1/20/18
Ricky Campos

Rozanne Feldman
Mary Beatty
Irma Taylor

2/17
Lee Baum

Denise Kurtzer
Marty Henriks
Sandy Henriks

3/17
Dark

3/31
Dark

1/20/18
Maureen Fried

Shelly Fried
Shawn O’Driscoll
Sandy Sabatino

2/17
Dawn Connor
Helene Hirsch

Pat Kiggins
Larry Pettyjohn

3/17
Dark

3/31
Dark

Refreshment
 Committee
Schedule

1/20   Linda Kaplan
2/17   Anita Sheidenberger
3/17   Dark
3/31   Dark

Birthdays

1/03  Chris Cilibrasi
1/03  Marc Moore
1/09  Sandy Okada
1/13  Bob Cirillo
1/13  Linda Thau
1/14  Larry Matz
1/17  Marlene Kane
1/28  Evan Ball
1/28  Cinda Molitoris
1/31  Tom Beatty
1/31  Maureen Fried
1/31  Jaye Sedillo

1/23      Bill and Flo Tapp
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Ladies, be sure to check out 
the new look in the ladies’ 
rest room. The Valley Trail-
ers‘ decoration committee 
has made a few changes 
and added a little pizazz!! 
Sorry guys, you lost out!



Editor Sez

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

We often hear the term danc-
ing by definition, or DBD, 
used, and I suppose what 
this means is fairly clear just 
by the words, but I don’t think 
I have ever heard a clear un-
ambiguous definition of it, 
and I have heard the term 
used often enough in differ-
ent circumstances to know 
that it doesn’t mean exactly 
the same thing to everyone 
who uses it. For one thing, 
I have heard people equate 
it to all position dancing, or 
APD, but the two things are 
most definitely not the same. 
So this month I am going to 
ramble a bit about my opin-
ions of DBD.

I am very much an advocate 
for square dancers knowing 
the definitions of the calls 
used at whatever level they 
may choose to dance, but this 
doesn’t have to mean hours 
spent memorizing definitions 
like many of us did as kids 
learning verses for Sunday 
school. If the callers teach-
ing new dancers emphasize 

definitions while teaching, 
and the dancers are paying 
attention, before long the 
dancers will know the defini-
tions without ever having had 
to study them. This isn’t to 
say that new dancers, or even 
more experienced dancers, 
shouldn’t study definitions. 
It can be time well spent for 
anyone wishing to be a com-
petent dancer; it’s only to say 
that with the right kind of in-
struction, and good attention 
on the part of the student, it 
isn’t necessary, at least at the 
Mainstream and Plus levels.

Recently I heard a comment 
when it was announced 
that Charlie Robertson was 
teaching some DBD in the 
Tuesday night class to the 
effect that this was a bad 
idea, that new dancers had 
a hard enough time learn-
ing the calls without this ad-
ditional complication. I very 
emphatically disagree, and 
will attempt to explain why. I 
expect that most of us have 
heard a caller, while instruct-
ing a class, call Acey Deucey, 
and then cue it by saying 
girls trade, boys circulate, 
or perhaps vice versa. This 
may get the dancers through 
this part of the sequence for 
the moment, but the teach-
ing value of this is near zero. 
Think how much more effec-
tive it would be for the cue 
to be centers trade, ends 
circulate. This is just as ef-
fective in getting the dancers 
through the sequence, but 
also makes them be aware 
of what their position is in the 
formation, which is always a 
good thing. It also reinforc-

es the definition in their mind 
without any effort on their 
part. After some time of doing 
this from waves in class, new 
dancers should be able to 
do Acey Deucey from lines, 
or a completed double pass 
through formation, with little 
more than a momentary hes-
itation, followed by a feeling 
of satisfaction that they were 
successful with something 
new to them. At some point, 
the words Acey Deucey and 
centers trade, ends circulate 
should come to be synony-
mous.

Another example of teaching 
a definition with no effort on 
the part of the new dancers is 
Coordinate. I can’t recall ever 
hearing this call taught by the 
definition, but rather it is boys 
do this and girls do that. It is 
almost always called at easy 
level dances with the girls in 
positions 1 and 3 in the col-
umns, and the boys in 2 and 
4. The boys in position 4 on 
each side are told that they 
are responsible for holding 
the square together, and this 
usually works as long as the 
boys and girls are in their 
usual spots. This works fine 
without knowing the defini-
tion of the call if people only 
go to easy level dances, but 
at a higher level Plus dance 
where the caller mixes up 
the boys and girls, dancers 
who don’t know the definition 
are going to have trouble. 
The definition of Coordinate 
is easy and would soon be 
learned simply by cueing the 
definition, not boys do this, 
Continued on
Page 12 11



girls do that. This same con-
cept can be applied to all of 
the calls on whatever level 
is being taught. Then after a 
while DBD wouldn’t even be 
a topic of discussion, it would 
simply be the way square 
dancing was done.

I haven’t been to the class 
since Charlie has been the 
instructor to see him in ac-
tion because Dolva and I are 
now students in a class at 
another level on Tuesdays, 
but I am very encouraged to 
learn that he is teaching DBD 
because I believe that bodes 
well for the future of our club. 
Some of the local clubs have 
a reputation for having weak 
dancers, whether deserved 
or not I’m not sure. The only 
club around that has a repu-
tation for having good danc-
ers that I know of is the Ram-
blin’ Rogues, and Charlie has 
been their instructor for about 
five years. It would be nice if 
we could get such a repu-
tation, but at least we don’t 
want to be known as another 
club with weak dancers.

Most of the readers of this 
column will know that I am 
not a caller, and have no 
aspirations or expectations 
of ever becoming one. But I 
am intrigued by the symme-
try, flow, and mathematical 
precision of the process, and 
probably pay more attention 
to the choreography during 
a tip, whether dancing or 
watching, than most, and 

that interest is what is behind 
the thoughts expressed here. 
If you have a different opin-
ion about DBD, I would like to 
hear from you.

November 
Visitation 
Report

I was cruising in the Mex-
ican Riviera when our last 
visitation to the Lads ‘N’ Lass-
ies took place, so I missed it. I
heard that David Mee called 
a fun and exciting dance. He 
called some variations we 
don’t see very often that many 
enjoyed. It was a small dance, 
but 16 Valley Trailers were 
present, so those of you who 
were in that 16 will get a 
visitation point.

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation

Millie 
Sikorsky

Millie Sikorsky, who passed 
away recently, was a long-
time Valley Trailers member.  
In fact, she was a member 
for 42 years, from 1972 to 
2014 when she didn't renew 
her membership due to fail-
ing health.  Millie was very 
active in the square dancing 
community and always pro-
moted square dancing.

I've known the Sikorsky fam-
ily since 1978 when I first 
started taking square danc-
ing lessons.  Then in 1984, 
I took a calling class where 
Mike Sikorsky Jr. was teach-
ing the class.

After Mary and I got mar-
ried, Mary walked with Mille 
& Mike Sr. most mornings at 
the Panorama Mall.  Then 
on week-ends, I would join 
them.

Mille was a lady's lady--al-
ways had a smile, was kind 
and gentle, and loved every-
one.  She will be missed!

Tom Beatty

Continued from 
Page 11
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Every year each of the 
square dance clubs in the 
local A Square D region gets 
to select a Sweetheart cou-
ple to represent their club at 
the annual Sweetheart Ball 
held, appropriately enough, 
in February. The primary 
criterion for this selection is 
that the selected couple be 
one that has made a signifi-
cant contribution to their club 
over the past year, or years. 
This year, the Valley Trailers 
made their selection by vot-
ing by email, and at the De-
cember 16 dance, president 
Don Krall announced that 
the winners were John and 
Anita Sheidenberger, and he 
intimated that they won by a 
landslide. This should come 
as a surprise to nobody, con-
sidering their involvement in 
supporting the Club’s activi-
ties. Anita is responsible for 

making the refreshments be 
there for all of the Club danc-
es as well as the set up and 
clean-up afterwards, she is 
the secretary for the Club, 
she and John have been 
very much involved in help-
ing with the planning and 
the decorations for the hall 
for all of the Club’s various 
functions, and they both are 
present at just about every 
Club activity. It should have 
been a landslide! Congrat-
ulations John and Anita!

The Sweethearts Ball will be 
held at the Hawthorne Me-
morial Center in Hawthorne 
on February 11 with Charlie 
Robertson and David Mee 
calling, so all Valley Trailers 
should plan to attend to sup-
port and recognize our Sweet-
hearts, and have an enjoy-
able afternoon in the process. 

Our
Sweetheart

Couple

John and Anita
Sheidenberger
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rifice of presidents Don Krall 
of the Valley Trailers, Bill 
Armstrong of the Buckles & 
Bows, and Fred Barker of 
the Ramblin' Rogues. Fred 
is proud to point out that 
over two-thirds of their mem-
bers are able to do A2 level 
tips. Because of this ability 
of their dancers, the Friday 
night club dances don’t have 
round dancing. Instead, they 
do easy Plus from 7:30 to 
8:00, Plus level from 8:00 to 
10:00 with increasing level of 
difficulty, and Advanced from 
10:00 to 10:30.  Fred does 
have one disappointment in 
what his club has accom-
plished, much to his dismay.  
Last year, there were only 
20 students graduating from 
their new dancer class, well 
down from previous years.

Roy Okada

Roy on the 
Rogues

This is a follow-up to last 
month's article on the status 
of local new square dance 
class enrollment in Septem-
ber.  A significant omission 
was the figures for the Ram-
blin' Rogues of Mission Vie-
jo.  According to Fred Bark-
er, president of the club, last 
week they had over 40 stu-
dents and 64 others partici-
pating in their Thursday night 
class taught by Charlie Rob-
ertson.

The Valley Trailers are so 
fortunate to have Charlie as 
the new class instructor on 
Tuesday nights.  Fred cred-
its Charlie for the success of 
their club, which now num-
bers 198 members.  It is truly 
amazing, especially consid-
ering that their yearly dues 
are $35.

The three largest square 
dance clubs in southern Cali-
fornia have one common de-
nominator that explains their 
ongoing accomplishments.  It 
is the dedication and self-sac-

ed the fact that many of our 
class graduates are not at-
tending any club dances.  
Then, during the first tip, lo 
and behold in walk Jeff and 
Sandy Cohen.  This dance 
was their initial introduction 
to square dancing after grad-
uating from the VT Tuesday 
night class. Sandy Cohen is 
without a doubt the best and 
strongest dancer to graduate 
in recent years.  She proved 
herself admirably dancing to 
the calls of Ken Bower as ob-
served by Don Krall.
   
The most embarrassing mo-
ment had to be when Ken 
Bower sat between Jeff and 
Sandy during the break.  Jeff 
had no idea who was sitting 
next to him.  Luckily, Jeff was 
praising the caller for his clear 
and understandable tips. Ken 
introduced himself to Jeff and 
thanked him for coming out 
to the dance.  Sandy wants 
everyone to know that she 
knew immediately that Ken 
was the caller.
   
Perhaps there is still hope 
that other class graduates 
will take the initiative and 
attend future club dances.  
Otherwise, what is the point 
of taking classes all year and 
then not enjoying the fruits of 
their effort after graduation?
               Roy Okada

The 
November

Recommended
Dance

Despite the smoke-filled skies 
from the prolonged Creek 
Fire in Sylmar, 15 members 
of the Valley Trailers attend-
ed the recommended dance 
at the Western Weavers in 
Burbank. 

During the pre-rounds by 
cuer Joe Scarlatella, VT 
president Don Krall lament-

Roy Okada

14



Center. We look forward to 
seeing all of you there to rec-
ognize each club's team of 
two for outstanding contribu-
tions to their clubs. 

Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Hanuk-
kah, happy holidays and joy 
and good health in 2018. 

Linda Kaplan,
A Square D Rep

A Square 

Looking forward to events in 
2018, ASD begins the year 
with our annual Student 
Stomp on Sunday, January 
28, at 2pm at the Wilkin-
son Center. This class level 
dance, sponsored by all of 
our local clubs, is geared for 
students who started class 
in August or September. All 
the callers/teachers will be 
on stage so the new dancers 
will have the opportunity to 
dance to eight of our talented 
callers.

We will have a solo corner 
and we ask all angels who 
are not accompanying a stu-
dent to invite a solo dancer 
for a tip or two.   There will 
be an experienced clothing 
sale, aka the Clothing Rack, 
at the dance, so be prepared 
to buy some great outfits and 
accessories to wear at future 
dances. 

The next ASD sponsored 
dance is the Sweetheart Ball 
on Sunday, February 14, 
at the Hawthorne Memorial 

Linda Kaplan,
A Square D Rep

peace.  Can you believe it is 
2018 already?  We have some 
great plans for the new year.
First, we would like to encour-
age all of our Mainstream stu-
dents to attend the Student 
Stomp.  The Student Stomp 
is a dance designed with 
the student in mind.  It is a 
mid-way dance.  That means 
that the callers will only be 
calling those calls that you 
have already been taught.  
Plus, we have several call-
ers calling that afternoon, 
so you will be able to expe-
rience different callers’ style.  
The Student Stomp will be 
held on Sunday, January 
28th, from 2 pm to 4:30 pm.  
Our own Tuesday night in-
structor, Charlie Robertson, 
will be one of the callers.  We 
will also have Don Schadt, 
Mike Seastrom, Dick Hod-
nefield, Dale Hoppers, Rod 
Shuping, and Arlen Miller.
There will be students from 
other square dance clubs 
there as well.  Last year 
our Mainstream students 
who participated had a lot 
of fun and got a lot out of 
it.  It will help prepare you 
for the next phase of danc-
ing, which is Plus level.  (As 
you may already know, our 
Plus Level Class meets at 
8:30 pm on Tuesday nights 
right after your class ends.)
 Ethel & Danny Ball,

Mainstream      
Coordinators 

Mainstream 

Ethel & Danny Ball,
Mainstream Coordinators

Happy New Year to everyone!  
We hope this new year brings 
you health, happiness, and 

Coordinators’
Message

D Report
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Plus
Coordinator’s
Message

is set up at each tip before 
Charlie will start each lesson.  
This will give us a chance 
to try to achieve relatively 
equally balanced squares be-
fore he starts.  When we feel 
that’s been accomplished, 
we will signal Charlie and he 
will begin.  I would appreciate 
everyone’s cooperation when 
we want to change couples 
between squares.  Yes, Joy 
and Rob did this with excel-
lent results.  But now we will 
have extra time, if needed, 
because Charlie will not start 
until we’ve had the chance 
to make changes. And, of 
course, I am open to any 
suggestions you may want to 
make.  My cell phone is 818 
621-5822.  I do not have most 
of your phone numbers in my 
cell phone directory and I do 
not answer numbers I do not 
recognize (because of all the 
junk calls we all receive).  If 
you leave a message, I will 
get back to you.  If you leave 
a text message, please in-
clude your name.  I have had 
some text messages with no 
name so I do not know who 
the person is.  The text mes-
sages I receive do not show 
me the number from which 
they were sent.

See you all at Wilkinson.
Alan Epstein,

Plus Coordinator

Charlie Robertson has the 
Plus class progressing at a 
good rate.  Out of 30 “offi-
cial” calls for the Plus class, 
he has completed 28.  In 
addition, as you know, he is 
teaching some of the calls 
by definition.  This is more 
challenging, but also makes 
it more interesting.

For the past three Tuesday 
night classes, I have mod-
ified the excellent program 
that was initiated by Joy and 
Rob Starks.  I’m still following 
their basic concept, but with 
slight modifications because 
many members wanted a 
change.  I surveyed the Plus 
angels via an email.  I did not 
receive many responses, but 
the responses I did receive 
were varied.  As we prog-
ress, I may make some more 

changes.  The emphasis will 
still be on the benefits for the 
Plus class students.   Again, 
we all have to remember, 
the Tuesday night classes 
are just that…a class, not a 
dance.

I have asked Linda Kaplan if 
she would be willing to join 
me as a co-Plus Coordina-
tor.  This means we would be 
equally responsible for the 
Plus class.  She very kindly 
agreed  to my request.  I then 
brought this plan to the Val-
ley Trailers’ board, which met 
on Monday, Dec. 11, where it 
was approved. So now when 
you see Linda also working in 
the coordinator role, please 
give her your full support as 
you have me.

One change I’ve made was 
suggested to me by Paul 
Kayne.  It is a minor point 
that will not negatively impact 
anyone, but it will make it eas-
ier for Linda and me to make 
sure that no square has more 
than two Plus students in it.  I 
would appreciate all Plus stu-
dents with their angels to line 
up in the side positions (2 and 
4).  This will make it a lot eas-
ier for us to be sure there are 
no more than two students in 
a square.  It will be easier for 
us, and save time, if we can 
look down one straight line of 
sides across the room, rather 
than looking at all four pairs 
in each square.

Another change, that may not 
have been noticed this past 
Tuesday (Dec. 5), is that we 
will check each square that 

Alan Epstein,
Plus Coordinator
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 Official Visitation
 VT Club members - Don’t forget to 

        wear club colors.

Date: January 27
Club: Boots & Slippers
Level: Plus
Caller: Ken Bower
Theme: 
Location: Simi Valley Senior Center
Time:       Rounds at 7:00, Squares at 7:30

Recommended Dance

Date: January 13 
Club: Red Ribbons
Level: Plus
Caller: Hunter Keller
Theme: 67th Anniversary
Location: 1406 Maine St., Santa Monica
Time:       Pre-Rounds 7:15, Squares 7:45

Boots & Slippers
12/31 New Year’s Eve 
Party

Buckles & Bows
1/27 Michael Kellogg
2/24 David Mee
 
Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
1/06 Johnny Preston
2/03 Romney Tannehill
3/03 Charlie Robertson
 
Happy Squares
1/13  Steve Moore
2/10 Phil Farmer
3/10 Deborah Carroll-Jones

Sierra Hillbillies
1/07 Darren Gallina
2/04 Frank Lescrinier
3/04 Dale Hoppers 

Trail Dusters
1/13  Arlen Miller
2/10 Johnny Preston
3/10 Andy Allemao/
 Dick Hodnefield

Western Weavers
1/12   Mike Seastrom
1/26   Dale Hoppers

17



Weekend Events
Dance Level - Mainstream thru Challenge

Winter 
Festival
January 19 - 21, 2018

Callers:  
Bob Baier, Jerry Story, 

Tony Oxendine, 
Michael Kellogg, 

Eric Henerlau
King City

Info:  281-933-0088

Holiday Hop
January 1- 4

Callers: 
Mike Seastrom. 

Ken Bower,
 Gary Shoemake

Laughlin, NV
Info:  760 200-1031

Wing Ding
March 2, 3, 4

Callers:
Dan Nordbye, Johnny 

Preston, 
Scott Bennett

Merced, CA
Info. 209-996-0844

Mainstream - Advanced

Bakersfield
Fiesta

March 16, 17, 18
Callers:

Bronc Wise
Jerry Story

Michael Kellogg
Mike Seastrom
Hunter Keller

Info: 661-487-0472
Desert Stomp
March 25 - 28
Laughlin, NV

Callers:
Buddy Weaver,

 Jerry Gilbreath,
Ken Bower.

Gary Shoemake
Info: 760-200-1031

58th California State
Square Dance

Convention
April 20 - 22

Callers: Rob French, Eric 
Henerlau, Darryl Lip-

scomb, Jack Pladdys, & 
Jerry Story

Mainstream - C4
Yuba City

Info: castate2018.org
Swing into 

Spring
April 6 & 7

Callers:  
Eric Henerlau
Andy Allemao

Plus & Advanced
Oroville, Ca.

Info: 530-365-3411

Mid Cal Classic
August 31 - Sept.2
Callers:  Bob Baier,

 Jet Roberts
Plus & A2
Los Baños

Info:  Harlan Bowen
707 489 6819 18



Advanced Dances
 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A1/A2

January 26
February 23

March 23

8:00 - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Valley Trailers
Advanced Dance

June 30
Michael Kellogg

September 29
Darren Gallina

December 29
Ken Ritucci

Wilkinson Center
Northridge

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

January 12
Rob French

February 9
TBA

March 9
Sandie Bryant

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

Trailblazers
January 7

Bronc Wise

February 4
Anne Uebelacker

March 4
Ben Rubright

Mel’s Dance Hall
Westminster, CA

December 30, 
2017

C-1  4:00 - 6:00
A2 7:30 - 10:00

Caller:
Romney Tannehill

Mel’s Dance Hall

Los Baños 
Delight

March 9, 10, 11
A2 w/C1 Sessions

Callers:
Jet Roberts
Jerry Story

Info. 707-489-6819

Amador 
Adventure

April 27 - 29

Advanced
Callers: Jet Roberts

Joe Saltel
Info:  Harlan Bowen

707 - 489-6819
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5th Sunday
Phase 4 - 6 
RD Party
April 29

Transition Phase III Class
Thursdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Intermediate Class Phase  III/IV
+ Classics & ROM’s

Thursdays 8:00 - 9:30 pm
Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge

1st Sunday Dance, Phase II - VI
1:30 - 4:30 pm

Wilkinson Center, Northridge

Countdown to New Year’s
Eve Round Dance Party

Friday, December 29, 2017
8150 Knott Ave, Buena Park

Judy & Jim David
Info. 714-595-5140  or 714-390-4767

Happy Dancing Feet
Sunday, January 21, 2018

Special Phase II - IV
1:30 - 2:00 pm Request 

2:00 - 4:30 Program
Wilkinson Sr. Center

Info: Joe 661-478-2607 20



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Square
Dance
Class

3 4
Round
Dance
Class

5 6 Farmers
& Charmers
Lads ‘n’
Lassies
Caller: Johnny
Preston

7 Sierra
Hillbillies
Caller: 
Darren 
Gallina

8 9
Square
Dance
Class

10 11
Round
Dance
Class

12 
Western
Weavers
Caller:  
Mike
Seastrom

13 Happy
Squares
Caller: Steve 
Moore
Trail Dusters
Caller: Arlen
Miller

14 15 Fund
Raiser at
Chi Chi’s
Restaurant

16
Square
Dance 
Class

17 18
Round
Dance
Class

19 20  VT

Caller:
Mike 
Hogan

21 22 23
Square
Dance
Class

24 25
Round
Dance 
Class

26
Western
Weavers
Caller:  
Dale
Hoppers

27 Buckles 
& Bows
Caller: 
Michael 
Kellogg
Boots & 
Slippers

28
Student
Stomp

29 30
Square
Dance
Class

31 Caller: Ken 
Bower

January 2018

Visitation
January 13

Red Ribbons
Caller:  Hunter Keller

Santa Monica

Recommended
January 27

Boots & Slippers
Caller:  Ken Bower

Simi

Student Stomp
January 28          2:00 pm

Wilkinson 21



Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Date Theme Caller
2/17 Hound Dog Hop Charlie Robertson

3/17 Dark - Go to 
Bakersfield Fiesta

4/21 Bob Knowles

5/19 Dan Nordbye

6/16 Mike Haworth

6/30 Advanced Michael Kellogg

Valley Trailers
Dance Schedule


