
1

Presidents'’
Message

Board Meeting
June 1      7:30 PM

at the home of
Don and Renee Krall

All members 
welcome

Well, half a year is gone al-
ready; it seems as we get 
older time goes so fast.  
Speaking of the month of 
June, this is a very important 
month for all of the Valley 
Trailers; it is time for our vot-
ing for next year’s Board and 
the General Membership 
Meeting at our Club Dance. 
You may vote by mail or turn 
in your ballot at the dance. 
Please make it a point to vote 
and come to the meeting.
We would like to thank our 
nominating committee for 
all their hard work putting 
together the slate for next 
year’s Board of Directors. 
It is not an easy job talking 
to members about taking 
a position on the Board, so 
next year when a nominat-

CASTING YOUR 
VOTE

There will be a General Mem-
bership meeting on Saturday, 
June 18, 2016, at the Club 
Dance. Under the Club’s cur-
rent bylaws, elections are to 
be held by ballot only.  The 
Nominating Committee has 
come up with a well-round-
ed slate with a great group 
of members willing to vol-
unteer their time and effort.  

We hope that every member 
will vote, either by casting a 

ballot at the June dance, or 
by mail.  You can mail your 
ballot to the Polling Chairs, 
Mark and Mehrnaz Fried-
man, 18206 Hastings Way, 
Northridge, CA 91326.  For 
mailed ballots, use two enve-
lopes. The inner envelope is 
to contain the ballot only with 
no voter's name reflected.  
Then put this into another 
envelope ready to mail to the 
Polling Chairs with the voter's 
name(s) reflected.  If there 
is no name on the outer en-
velope, the ballot will not be 
counted.  Mailed ballots must 
be received no later than June 
15th. If you receive Tidbits on 
hardcopy, your ballot is at-
tached to this issue. For those 
receiving Tidbits electronical-
ly, the ballots will be emailed 
shortly under separate cover. 
You cannot vote by email.

Rob Starks, 
Nominating 

Committee Chair

ing committee person comes 
to you, please listen to them, 
and maybe you will be one 
of the new Board Members.
Hope to see you in a square 
real soon and Yellow Rocks 
to all.

Don and Renee

Rob Starks

1
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Caller 
Coordinator

Correction
In last month’s issue of Tid-
bits, in the report on the 
Farmers & Charmers’ 52nd 
anniversary dance, we made 
a reference to limited at-
tendance by the Lads ‘N’ 
Lassies, who co-hosted the 
event. Our source for this 
information was the sign-
in sheet at the dance, but it 
turns out that this didn’t re-
flect the full attendance by 
the club, which in fact was 
considerable. We apolo-
gize for this misrepresen-
tation of their participation.
  Editor

been able match our sched-
ule with that of Mr. Pepper, 
so this should prove to be an-
other eventful evening for the 
Valley Trailers members and 
all who visit us on June 18th, 
so come on down and let Tim 
know you’re happy to see him.

I'll be watching for you!!
Bob Davis

The National convention 
starts on June 22 in Des 
Moines, IA, and now you’re 
thinking a little more floor 
time would help you get in 
shape before you go, right? I 
have a great prescription for 
you and just in time; come on 
over to the Wilkinson Center 
on June 18th! The VALLEY 
TRAILERS will have Tim 
Pepper on stage to help you 
shake loose and keep mov-
ing in those 
s q u a r e s .
Tim has 
been call-
ing since 
1982, and 
t e a c h e s 
for three 
clubs from 
Riverside to Mission Viejo 
to Anaheim, and he does it 
all, from line dancing to A2 
square dancing, so he’s a 
busy, busy guy. Wherever 
you go in Southern Califor-
nia, if dancing is your thing, 
you'll find that Tim has been 
there and left his mark. It has 
been a while since we have 

Flag 
Day 

June 14, 2016

Flag
Facts

1. The U.S. Flag is the third 
oldest of the National Stan-
dards of the world, older than 
the Union Jack of Britain and 
the Tricolor of France.
2. The name “Old Glory” was 
given to our National Flag on 
August 10, 1831, by Cap-
tain William Driver of the brig 
Charles Doggett.
3. It was almost unheard of 
for Americans to fly the flag 
at their homes or business-
es until the fall of Ft. Sumter 
in April 1861. Until then, the 
flag was primarily used by 
the military as a communica-
tions device.
4. Students saluted the flag 
with their right hand, palm 
downward and extended for-
ward, until June 22, 1942, 
when Congress officially 
recognized the Pledge of 
Allegiance by including it 
in the U.S. Flag Code, and 
changed the salute to the 
hand over the heart because 
the former too closely resem-
bled Nazi Germany’s “Heil 
Hitler” salute.
5. The 50-star flag was de-
signed by a 17 year-old high 
school student, Bob Heft, of 
Lancaster, Ohio.  Heft made 
his flag for his 11th grade 
history class in 1958. He re-
ceived a B minus.

Tim Pepper
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After that, you can dance the 
rest of the night.  If you stay 
and dance, you will be asked 
to make the dance donation.

Kitchen Help -- Be there at 7 
PM to help the Club Refresh-
ment person(s) to put out the 
food, water, coffee pots, etc.  
You will help throughout the 
dance, as needed, and you 
will be able to dance.  You 
do not need to purchase or 
bring anything.   The Club 
Refreshment person is re-
sponsible to do the buying 
and will be reimbursed by 
the Club Treasurer.  Again, if 
you dance, you will be asked 
to make the dance donation.

Check your newsletter each 
month to see if/when you're 
scheduled to work.  Remind-
ers are sent out to scheduled 
workers about 3-4 days be-
fore the dance.  Please let me 
know if you cannot make it so 
I can reassign someone else.  
If you do not work as sched-
uled, or have not switched 
with someone, you may 
see your name listed again 
within a few months or so.

The Board sincerely thanks 
those members who come 
and work at the dances as 
scheduled. Please support 
your club.
  Mary Beatty

Club 
Assignments

It appears that I need to 
periodically write an arti-
cle for the Tidbits to remind 
members that our club, like 
all square dance clubs, is 
a volunteer organization.  

The Valley Trailers asks its 
general members to work 
only about 2-3 hours every 
12-16 months, which is not 
much considering the number 
of hours the Board puts in to 
run the Club.  These assign-
ments include acting as Host/
Hostess or help in the kitchen 
with refreshments at our club 
dances.  Many members have 
asked me what the duties 
are so here are the details:

Host/Hostess -- Be there at 7 
PM until around 8:15 PM to 
greet dancers as they come in.  

Hoedown
Dance

Ricky Campos

The Orange County Callers’ 
Association, aka the OCCA, 
held its annual “New Dancer 
Hoedown" on April 17th at 
the Buena Park Community 
Center. There were five Val-

ley Trailers in attendance: Hal 
and Kay, Ricky and Irma, and 
VT student Eleanor Pekala 
and her friend John from the 
HoneyCombers. Students 
and dancers attending were 
from the following clubs: Ma-
jor Keys, Buckles & Bows, 
Red Ribbons, HoneyComb-
ers, Boots & Bows, Rustlers, 
Boys’N’Berries, Buttons & 
Bows, Shirts & Skirts, Guys 
& Dolls, Heels & Souls, and 
Bachelors & Bachelorettes.  
The callers were Glen Nich-
ols, Rob Grisby, Jim Smith, 
Phil Farmer, Rick Manning, 

Bill Gipson, Steve Wood-
ward, Charlie Fagan, John 
Hyde, Mike Seastrom, Lisa 
Shiver, Carla Westphal, Mel 
Branham, Henri Grisset, 
and Frank Lescrinier. Wow, 
that's a lot of dancing and 
calling.  For sure !!! This was 
a fun Student Dance. See 
you at next year’s Hoedown.  

Ricky Campos
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The Valley Trailers’ dance 
on April 16 had an atten-
dance of 14 squares, which 
was identical to February’s 
total.  The turnout of 32 cou-
ples round dancing to the 
cues of Cindy Mower was 
equally as impressive as 
the appearance of 50 Val-
ley Trailers club members at 
the Wilkinson Senior Center.

The caller for the evening was 
Lanny Weakland from Oma-
ha, Nebraska. His smooth 
and casual calling style was 
very danceable for everyone 
to enjoy. The evening dance 
format was the usual alter-
nating between Mainstream 
and Plus level tips. The A1 
star tip was one couple shy 
of having five squares up for 
it, so advanced level danc-
ing seems to be doing well 
in our area. Jeanette Wil-
liams introduced the singles 
rotation for solo dancers at 
this dance.  It appeared to 
be successful in its inaugural 
debut, although participation 
was limited, presumably be-
cause single dancers weren’t 
aware of this option in ad-
vance. It is hoped that once 

Roy's 
Reviews

Roy Okada

Traveling
Dancers

This is a follow-up to the ar-
ticle we did in the April issue 
about the Happy Squares’ 
adventurous (and ambi-
tious!) couple that wanted to 
square dance for 25 consec-
utive days at different ven-
ues throughout California.  
Klaus Schumichen and Mary 
Slenker achieved their goal 
and beyond by attending 32 
consecutive days of classes, 
club dances, and weekend 
workshops.  The Valley Trail-
ers extend their congratula-
tions for this incredible feat 
and dedication to promoting 
square dancing.

Roy Okada

the word gets around, single 
dancers will come and take 
advantage of this option.
Bob Davis stepped in as sub-
stitute president for Don and 
Renee while they were on 
vacation, and Carole Davis 
filled in for Steve and Lourdes 
Koch as treasurer to keep the 
evening festivities on track.  
Bob acknowledged the pres-
ence of the Buckles & Bows 
and the Boots & Slippers, 
who made up the majority of 
visitors attending the dance.

It should be noted that Bill 
and Nancy Armstrong, presi-
dents of the Buckles & Bows, 
made a special effort to have 
their club members attend the 
dance even though they had 
a club activity in Santa Bar-
bara that same day.  Bill and 
Nancy strongly believe that 
their club must reciprocate 
the Valley Trailers’ support of 
their club. With Mike Sikorsky 
scheduled for their May 28th 
dance, there should be many 
Valley Trailers members 
making plans to attend the 
dance in Thousand Oaks.

Roy Okada

Klaus Schumichen
& Mary Slenker

4
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VT April 16
Club Dance
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Square
Dance 

T-Shirts

May
 Recommended 

Dance
Our recommended dance for 
May was on the 7th at the 
Lads 'N' Lassies and had Ken 
Ritucci 
calling 
a n d 
J i m 
E l d e r 
c u e -
i n g .  
W e 
w e r e 
t h e 
largest group there, rep-
resented by 19 members 
who signed in on our sheet.  
The calling was great--even 
challenging at times.  Ken's 
voice was a little hoarse, 
but we enjoyed ourselves.

Desserts, consistent with 
the Tutti-Fruit-ti theme, were 
mainly fruit.  But, besides 
delicious cherries and other 
fruit, there was fruited cof-
fee cake and lemon cake. 

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation

Gail Koulax & Sue Cohen
We've ordered 17 of these 
shirts for club women. They 
will be delivered at our June 
dance and at class on the 
14th of June.  Some people 
want to order one in another 
color. The vendor also has 
other patterns. See Sue af-
ter June 14th to order one. 
Thank you for all the enthusi-
asm.        Sue Cohen,
       Vice President

Cohen's
Corner

Picnic
Time

Again
Coming up on the afternoon 
of July 17th, we will meet at 
Marci Brewer's home in West 
Hills for our annual picnic. If 
you haven't attended one of 
these before, this is a chance 
to be with fellow Trailers in a 
different setting and build ca-
maraderie. It's amazing what 
one can learn about others 
around a picnic table.
Swimming pool, shuffle 
board, pool table, ping-pong 
and other planned activities 
are available. You can bring 
games you might want to 
play.  Plan to bring a swim-
suit and towel and enjoy.  We 
all help provide the delicious 
appetizers, salads and des-
serts. Sign-up sheets will 
be available at the class-
es and dance as the time 
approaches for this event.

Please plan to join us for this 
event on the day after our 
July dance.
Sue Cohen,Vice President

Sue Cohen,
Vice President

6

Picnic Fun
Pool and Shuffleboard 

Remembering
Chuck Weller

Chuck Weller, a long time 
member of the Valley Trail-
ers, passed away on Friday, 
May 13, 2016. The pho-
to shows Chuck with friend 
Barbara Brown at the Valley 
Trailers’ campout in 2008.
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6/18/16
Fred DeMartino

Bob Mitchell
Dolva Mitchell
Janice Roth

7/16/16
Charles Greco

Bob Licht
Sandy Licht

Mylta Woodruff

7/30/16  None

8/20/16
Alan Fick

Eddy Galeano
Marlene Lovett
Jacob Sobel

 Refreshment Committee 
for Dances from

6/18/16 to 7/30/16 

6/18/16
Jeanette Williams

7/16/16
Jean Woodard

7/30/16
Don and Renee Krall

Host/Hostess
Please be there by 7pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch 
with someone if you are un-
able to help, and call Mary 

6/18/16
Joyce Hatter
Tom Nelson

Cecilia Phillips
Linda Thau

7/16/16
Mark Friedman

Mehrnaz Friedman
Virginia Heidt

Andrea Lipsman

7/30/16 (Advanced)
Marci Brewer

Cinda Molitoris

8/20/16
Judy Adler

Judith Arner
Bonnie Bench
Simon Lucas

     
6/03  Hjordis Bakke
6/05  Fred DeMartino
6/05  Teddi Levine
6/06  Sandy Licht
6/06  Cindy Mower
6/11  Joyce Stillwell
6/18  Vangie Freeman
6/18  Jean Woodard
6/21  Eddy Galeano
6/22  Rod Belcher
6/27  Tom Nelson
6/28  Ralph Johnson
6/28  Doug Sobel
6/30  Bettie Forrand

6/09 Roy and Jean Woodard
6/18 Rob and Joy Starks
6/19 George and Adel Kirby
6/29 Steven & Lourdes Koch 7

Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7 pm. It 
is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch 
with someone if you are un-
able to help, and call the re-
freshment committee mem-
ber shown on this page.
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Editor Sez

8

ers are lost to the activity. It’s 
very common to hear some-
one say that he or she would 
have liked to have attended 
some dance but didn’t for 
lack of a partner. But in many 
cases, they would have gone 
if they thought they had a 
good chance of being able to 
dance. The problem remains 
that at the age range of most 
square dancers now, espe-
cially dancers without part-
ners, there are many more 
women than men. If a wom-
an was to learn to dance in 
the beau’s position, and I am 
aware that many have, then 
she could partner up with an-
other woman. You see this 
done at most any dance you 
go to, but not a whole lot of 
instances of it. If we could in-
crease the number of danc-
ers who are able to do this, 
and had a singles rotation 
program in place to facilitate 
it, I think we would see the 
number of squares attending 
our dances increase, prob-
ably not by a large percent-
age, but even one additional 
square of people who other-
wise would not have been 
there would be significant. 

There are several benefits 
to making a singles rotation 
available, both at dances as 
well as at classes. One is 
that it would be a useful ser-
vice for those dancers who 
otherwise would not take 
the risk of showing up and 
paying their money without 
some assurance that they 
would be able to dance for 
the entire evening. Another 
benefit has a bit of a “cupid” 
aspect to it. How often do you 

hear, when talking to a cou-
ple, whether married or not, 
that they met while square 
dancing? The answer is that 
it’s not all that uncommon, in 
fact it is quite common, and 
presumably is considered a 
positive outcome by the indi-
viduals involved. What better 
way to provide a comfortable 
introduction for two people 
than through a random sin-
gles rotation pairing? I don’t 
mean to imply that square 
dancing is about match mak-
ing, but if it happens, well, that 
must be a good thing. A third 
benefit is one for the clubs, 
and therefore for square 
dancing in general, and that 
is more dancers coming to 
dances instead of staying 
home for lack of a partner.

So what needs to be done 
to make all this a reality and 
not just some rambling on 
the part of your editor? What 
Jeanette is doing is an ex-
cellent start, but more will 
be needed to make it really 
take off. First, the other local 
clubs would need to find a 
Jeanette equivalent in their 
club and implement the ro-
tation there as well. Then 
promotion of the opportunity 
would be needed. For new 
dancers coming out of the 
classes, that is easy since it 
would have been implement-
ed in the classes already. For 
the people who already went 
through the classes but have 
dropped out for lack of a reg-
ular partner, it will be more 
difficult, but provided that 

Some of you have likely no-
ticed that Jeanette Williams 
has recently initiated a sin-
gles rotation program at our 
Mainstream class, and also 
had it at our last (April) Club 
dance. This is something that 
is fairly common at advanced 
level dances and workshops, 
but to my knowledge is not 
all that common at club lev-
el dances and at Mainstream 
and Plus classes. But con-
sidering that finding partners 
for single dancers at class-
es is a common problem, 
especially for the ladies, I 
think Jeanette may be onto 
something significant with 
this. I think the reason this is 
less of a problem at dances 
than in classes is that once 
the single dancers come to 
realize that clubs don’t make 
the effort to provide partners 
at a club dance as they do in 
classes, the singles simply 
give up and stay home, and 
thus prospective new danc-

Continued on
page 9
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their time in class was recent 
enough that they still remem-
ber how to dance, they could 
be contacted via club records 
and encouraged to give it a 
try. Promotional materials 
for club dances would make 
this option clear. Perhaps a 
position of Singles Rotation 
Coordinator should be add-
ed to the clubs’ boards since 
this would be an on-going 
activity requiring effort both 
during non-dance times for 
promotion, and during danc-
es to implement it. For those 
not familiar with how this is 
done, one person is needed 
to rotate the pairings through-
out the evening so that ev-
ery beau gets paired up with 
a different belle for each tip 
during the dance, and only 
repeats if he (or she) has 
already danced with every 
belle (or beau) in the rota-
tion. When dancers sign up 
for the rotation at the begin-
ning of the dance, they indi-
cate whether they will dance 
as a beau, a belle, or can 
dance either one as needed.
The whole process is invisi-
ble to dancers who come with 
a partner, and the coordinator 
only needs to spend a minute 
or two during breaks to rotate 
the pairings for the next tip, 
and so is free to dance in ev-
ery tip. About the only down-
side to this is that you might 
get paired up with someone 
you’d rather not dance with, 
but just consider that you’re 
making a contribution to the 
cause. It will only be for one 
tip and then you move on!

Continued from
page 8

Our own Joyce Stillwell was 
one of the raffle winners.  The 
Men’s Dessert night offered 
some homemade cakes 
and caramels.  The pink and 
white cake was very light and 
delicious, and of course they 
served veggies and fruit too.

We had excellent represen-
tation at our May visitation. 
With our thirty-eight mem-
bers, and an even larger 
group from the Buckles and 
Bows, we made up almost 
half of the squares in atten-
dance.  The dance start-
ed with 25 squares.  Bud-
dy Weaver directed us to 
straighter lines of squares 
and we checker boarded. 
This enabled us to not bump 
into each other.  Not every-
one likes to checkerboard, 
but it served its purpose well.

Fast, furious, and fun are 
some words to describe the 
night. Dancing to Fisher-
men’s Luck is always one of 
my favorites. It nearly wind-
ed Buddy, but he recovered 
nicely.  We all enjoyed it too.  
He taught us a “C” (Chal-
lenge) call --bear scratching.  
We “scratched” like a bear 
would on the tree (person) 
behind us.  Maybe instead of 
a C call it was a "senile" call!!

Sue Cohen, Vice President and 
Visitation Co-chair

Cohen's
Corner

May
Visitation

Sue Cohen, Co-Chair, Buddy 
Weaver, Caller, Tova Sobel, 

Co-Chair
The Advanced tip had six 
squares, with many of Bud-
dy’s students in them.  The 
evening ended with a flour-
ish.  Three singing calls in-
cluding “Rocky Top” brought
a great dance to a close.

Sue Cohen,
Visitation Co-chair
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Roy's 
Reviews

Valley 
Trailers’ 

Round Dance 
Class 2016

The Valley Trailers’ Satur-
day night club dances have 
witnessed a steady rise in 
the number of couples round 
dancing to the cues of Cin-
dy Mower. This runs counter 
to the current trend of elim-
inating round dance as ex-
hibited by the largest active 
square dance club in south-
ern California.  The Ramblin’ 
Rogues of Mission Viejo have 
dropped round dancing from 
their monthly Friday night 
program.  In fact, there are 
no other clubs around that 
come close to the number 
of round dancers that reg-
ularly attend the VT dance.

The most obvious reason is 
the success of Cindy’s round 

Roy Okada

Cindy with “bear” feet 
teaching the “Bear Footin’” 

dance.

Strictly 
Round 
Dance

 
Strictly round dancing at the 
Wilkinson Senior Center!  
No square dancing?  What 
a contradiction when you 
consider that Wilkinson is 
synonymous with the four 
square dance clubs that fully 
utilize its facilities.  However, 
on April 17th, Cindy Mower, 
Joe Scarlatella, and Monica 
Shanks organized a truly re-
markable round dance event 
in conjunction with the Round 
Dance Teachers Associa-
tion of Southern California.

The Sunday afternoon dance 
was made possible through 
the sponsorship of the Valley 
Trailers, and more specifi-
cally president Don Krall, in 
securing the hall.  Wilkinson 
was the perfect dance floor 
for the 75 student dancers 
plus the 15 teachers and cu-
ers to enjoy the 43 dances 
on the program.  The abun-
dant potluck refreshments 
were an added bonus.

The high turnout was rath-
er surprising to the RDTA 
people as there had been 
no formal advertising of the 
event.  It was simply word of 
mouth conveyed to the stu-
dents by their round dance 
teachers. Cindy is optimis-
tic about the prospects for 
more strictly round dance 
events in the near future.

Roy Okada

dance class on Thursday 
nights.  With the help of Don 
Hoffman, the class members 
have learned the two-step so 
well that they feel comfort-
able round dancing at club 
dances.  The combined class 
size averages roughly 25 
couples for the beginning and 
advanced levels. It is Cindy’s 
teaching techniques that ex-
plain why her classes are so 
outstanding.  She constantly 
asks if there are any ques-
tions about the steps and will 
demonstrate over and over 
with the assistance of Don 
until the students understand 
what they need to know.

The class is sponsored by 
the Valley Trailers.  It is the 
commitment of presidents 
Don and Renee Krall whose 
time and effort help sustain 
the continuing teaching of 
round dancing.
                  Roy Okada
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Sun Valley
Thursday Nights

7:00 - 9:30
Milo & Cinda 

Molitoris
Valley Beth 

Israel Temple
13060 Roscoe Blvd.

818-263-9158

Camarillo
Monday Nights

7:30 pm - 9:15 PM
Level 4 - 4+

Somis clubhouse
Bell & Somis

Wednesday Nights
7:30 pm to 9:30 PM

Level 3+ - 4
Somis Clubhouse

Sunday Dance Party
4th Sunday of every 

month
1:30 - 4:45 PM

ALL LEVELS
Somis Clubhouse

Gus & Lynn De Fore
805-482-0882

 

 Granada Hills
Monday Nights
7:00 pm - 9:00 PM

LDS Church
11315 White Oak Ave

Easy level - Intermediate
Monica Shanks & 
Joe Scarlatella
661-478-2607

Round
Dance 

Classes

3 “Days of A”
Advanced Dancing
A1  10:30 - 1:00pm
A2    2:00 - 4:30pm
  September 25

October 23
November 27

Caller: Ken Ritucci
Cedarbrook 

Dance 
 Center 

Info 413-262-1875

Labor Day 
Jamboree 

2016
Sept 2, 3, 4

Plus - Advanced
Callers: 

Charlie Robertson, Dan 
Clairmont, Don Wood, 

Romney Tannehill
Embassy Suites, Arcadia

Charlie or Kristi
 909-202-1054
909-732-4978

Romney’s Stars
Memorial Day 

Weekend
A2 & C1

May 27, 28, 29
Caller:  Romney Tannehill

Casa Del Sol
2750 W. Acacia Ave, 

Hemet 909-261-4890

Square 
Dancing

Northridge
Dance Party

1st Sunday of every 
month 

Wilkinson  Center
Cindy Mower

818-705-5996
Also Thursday night Class
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Nick & Gail Koulax

Getting
to Know 

Club
Members 
Better

Our featured members this 
month are Nick and Gail 
Koulax, brand new members 
who just joined in March af-
ter graduating at the March 1 
graduation program.

Nick is one of those rare na-
tive Angelinos. He was born 
in Van Nuys and, except for 
a four year stint in the Navy 
where he went after finish-
ing at Verdugo High, he has 
lived in various areas in the 
Valley ever since. His Navy 
time was spent mostly in the 
southeast Asia area where 
he saw parts of the world 
that many Americans never 
get to see. Nick’s grandfa-
ther was Tommy of Tommy’s 
Hamburgers fame. Nick’s fa-
ther followed his father into 
the hamburger business, 
but Nick chose a different 
career path for himself. He 
currently is a supervisor 
of building maintenance 
for the city of Los Angeles.

Gail was born in Seattle and 
lived there until she was four, 
when her family moved to Is-
rael. Much of her elementary 
and high school studies were 
done there, and after gradu-
ating, she was drafted into the 
Israeli army for the mandato-
ry two-year period of national 
service. Some time after this, 
she returned to Los Angeles 
and attended CSUN, earn-
ing a Bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics. She has been 
a Systems Analyst/Billing 
Manager for leading pathol-
ogy companies for the past 
15 years, but is now work-
ing on a career change that 
will bring her closer to home.

Gail and Nick met in 1988, 
just one week after she came 
back from Israel, at a square 
dance class that a couple of 
her cousins talked her into 
attending. They knew Nick, 
and had him pegged for her, 
although Gail knew nothing 
of this. But after a few weeks 
in class where they often just 
“accidentally” happened to 
end up in the same square, 
things clicked and they began 
dating. They were married in 
1992 at a square dancing 
wedding with the wedding 

dress, tuxedo, the whole 
works for a wedding, officiat-
ed by their family Rabbi and 
with Michael Kellogg calling 

several tips. Their square 
dancing time began with the 
Silver Dollars and Michael 
Kellogg, and overlapped for 
a period with the Trail Dust-
ers and Dick Hodnefield. 
They danced from 1988 to 
1995, when they gave it up to 
start a family and build their 
careers, but fully intending 
to return to dancing at some 
time in the future. They were 
living in student housing on 
the CSUN campus at the time 
of the Northridge earthquake, 
and noted with a smile that 
there wasn’t anything else to 
do but make babies for some 
time after the quake. Their 
earthquake baby, a daughter, 
is now 20, is attending Cal 
Poly in Pomona, and plans 
to be a veterinarian. They 
also have a son who will 
graduate from Opportunities 
For Learning High this June.

Right on plan, Nick and Gail 
came to the Valley Trailers’ 
new dancer class in Sep-
tember, 2015, and graduated 
for a second time in March, 
2016. As “retreads”, their 
past experience with dancing 
clearly shows. It came back 
to them easily, and they are 
now proficient dancers and 
serving as angels in the cur-
rent new class. They are also 
going to Buddy Weaver’s A1 
class on Wednesdays and 
progressing through it like 
old pros. Gail speaks He-
brew fluently, so any of you 
Hebrew speakers looking for 
a little practice should greet 
her sometime in Hebrew, 
and get to know both of them 
better. They are going to 
be a real asset to our club.
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Boots & Slippers

Summer Workshop
Caller: Dick Hodnefield

Monday nights starting
June 20, 7:30 - 9:30 pm

Simi Senior Center
Bob & Glenda Hamburg
Info:  805-526-3130

Buckles & Bows

10 week summer 
workshop

Caller:  Mike Seastrom
Tuesdays starting June 14

7:00 to 9:00 PM
Goebel Adult Community 

Center
Thousand Oaks

Bill & Nancy 
805-368-5371

The Solo Dancers’ (Singles) 
Rotation Board is working 
quite well! Continued suc-
cess depends on partici-
pation, of course. I want to 
publicly express gratitude to  
couples who volunteer their 
support. For example, Steve 
and Joyce Kay were so gra-
cious to split up for a few tips 
some weeks ago. They  dou-
ble-teamed the boy’s part 

A fabulous time was had by 
all attendees at our May Rap 
Session. New and repeating 
Mainstream dancers are in-
teresting people. We so enjoy 
getting to know each other 
better every time we meet to 
chat about dancing and var-
ious other subjects. I hope 
even more of you will attend 
our next session in June. Stay 
tuned in to announcements 
at class. We will be meeting 
at a new location in June. 

The following is a Styling Tip 
that I would like to share, 
courtesy of Dick Waibel: 
When square dancing, shuf-
fle your feet.  Put your weight 
on the ball of your foot, lift 
your heel off  the floor and 
take short, smooth gliding 
steps, to the beat of the mu-
sic. Lifting your entire foot 
tires you more rapidly and 
breaks the dance rhythm.

SAVE THE DATES:
Every Tuesday at 6:30: 
Come to class early to walk 
through calls with Tom.  

when their help was sorely 
needed. Thank you to fabu-
lous dancers like Linda Ka-
plan and Jean Woodard, 
who can dance the boy’s or 
girl’s part equally well. Their 
generous spirit makes the 
evening go much better for 
solo dancers who are eager 
to dance. Sandy and Mar-
ty Henriks recently gave up 
a whole evening of dancing 
together in order to help our 
students on Tuesday night. I 
can not mention every volun-
teer by name; there are many. 
Many dancers have made my 
evening simply by encourag-
ing my efforts with compli-
ments on the process of facili-
tating solo dancers to achieve 
their goals of increasing floor 
time and making new friends. 
Your kind words are greatly 
appreciated.  
I welcome your feedback by 
phone or email. 

Home: 818 899 0602
Cell: 818 358 9185

Jeanettenwin2015@yahoo.
com

Jeanette Williams,
Class Coordinator

Singles
Rotation

Mainstream 
Coordinators 

Report

June 14 –  2nd Tuesday: 
Mainstream Class Rap Ses-
sion  
Place: New Location TBA
Time:  8:30-9:30 PM
June 20 –  Monday Nights: 
Summer Workshop  
7:30-9:30 PM
Boots & Slippers,
Simi Senior Center 
Caller: Dick Hodnefield
       Jeanette Williams, 

Class Coordinator

Jeanette Williams

13
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Plus
Coordinators’

Message

night class forever, you have 
to take the plunge and go.  
Each week Don announces 
any student level dances or 
alternating tip dances that 
you are welcome to attend.  
Why not try it out this month. 
You’re not that busy are you?

Valley Trailers - 
3rd Saturday dance 

May 21st 
Hotdog Hoedown 

with Terri Sherrer calling. 
Rounds at 7:15 and 
squares 8-10:30 PM

Rob and Joy Starks,
Plus Class 

Coordinators

We are approaching the half-
way point in our Plus class; 
so many calls to learn and so 
little time!  Valley Trailers pro-
vides a great environment for 
us to progress in our dancing 
abilities regardless of wheth-
er you are a new student or 
a seasoned dancer who just 
wants to improve your skills. 
We are blessed to have Don 
Schadt as our teacher.  He 
makes our lessons both thor-
ough and fun.  The dedicat-
ed angels who come every 
Tuesday night to be there to 
help in any way are an in-
valuable resource.  Even the 
Valley Trailers’ dances on the 
third Saturday of each month 
are designed with our new 
dancers in mind.  We are 
one of the few clubs who al-
ternate between Mainstream 
tips and Plus tips.  Nearly all 
our local clubs offer only Plus 
dancing on Saturday nights.  
Our club also offers student 
level dances on occasional 
5th Saturdays.  Those danc-
es are special ones for our 
new dancers and for those 
who enjoy an easy evening 
of dancing with friends.  As 
a new dancer, you can go to 

these student level dances 
and know that the only calls 
used that evening will be ones 
you have already learned in 
Tuesday night class. All the 
calls will be familiar to you 
with the speed turned up 
just a bit.  With Valley Trail-
ers providing new students 
with such a friendly and 
caring environment, becom-
ing a confident and quality 
dancer is within your reach!

As a student, there are sev-
eral things you can do to en-
hance your dancing skills.  
Attending class faithfully is 
crucial to a student’s suc-
cess.  Listening carefully to 
Don as he calls is also crit-
ical to dancing well.  Taking 
the leap and going to an ac-
tual Saturday evening dance 
even though you are afraid 
you are not yet really good 
is a first step to getting floor 
time.  I know how hard it is 
to be the ‘newbie’.  No one 
likes to be the one who caus-
es a square to break down.  
But we all make mistakes at 
times; new dancers just need 
to accept that as part of the 
process.  Square dancers 
are generally very accepting 
of new dancers and want to 
help you improve.  Don’t be 
afraid to step into a square 
or ask an angel you know to 
dance in their square for a 
tip.  Believe me, I know first-
hand how awkward it feels 
to go to a dance where you 
don’t know many people and 
you know you are a weak 
dancer; but how else will you 
ever learn?  You won’t!  Let’s 
face it—unless you are only 
going to stay in the Tuesday 

Rob and Joy Starks

Boots & Slippers

Class Level 
Fun Dance

1st Saturday night of
every month

June 4, 7:30 - 10:00 PM

3 Callers
Simi Senior Center
818-326-0177 or
 805-583-8843

14
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Advanced Dancing

Valley Trailers
A1 & A2

8:00 - 10:30 PM

July 30
Caller:

Jay Henderson
  

Wilkinson Senior 
Center

Northridge

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

June 10
Vic Ceder

July 8
TBA

August 12
Eric Henerlau

Canoga Park
         Women’s Club

 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A2

 
June 26
July  24

August  26

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

A-2 Dancing
June 27 - July 1

Joe Saltel
McCloud, CA
Information: 

(956) 283-7581

Trailblazers
1st Saturday

C1  11:00 AM - 
1:30 PM

A2  3:00 - 5:30 PM

June 4
Ett McAtee

July 4
Dark

August 6
Rob French

5946 Westminster Blvd.
Info: John Melstrom

(714) 968-3888

Foothill Frolic
July 30

A1, A2, Challenge
Callers:

Don Wood &
Charlie Robertson

Covina
Information:

Victor Ambrosini
(909) 592-7434

Mid-Cal Classic
A-2 Labor Day 

Weekend
September 2,3,4

Dancing through Sunday  
night till 10:00 pm

Callers:
Bob Baier  

Jet Roberts
Los Baños - wood floor

Info - Harlan Bowen
707-489-6819

Cayucos Capers
A-2 Weekend
August 19,20,21
Callers: Joe Saltel

Jet Roberts
Info:  Harlan

707-489-6819

15
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Local Dances
 P

 P

P

P

  

MP
 

P

P

Official Visitation
                     
  VT club members - Don’t forget to 
                       wear club colors

     Date:           June 4th                            
 Club:           Boots & Slippers 
 Level:          Plus            
	 Callers:							Dick	Hodnefield,	Rod	
                           Shuping, Michael Kellogg                                                                        
 Location:    Simi Valley Senior Center
 Time:     8:00 pm
 Theme:     Guide Dogs of America
	 	 	 				Benefit	Dance	 			 	
  
   Recommended Dance
  
 Date:      June 11                          
 Club:       Happy Squares                                                          
 Level:       Plus          
 Caller:       Mike Seastrom                
 Location:    Simi Valley Senior Center   
   Time:          Rounds:  7:15 pm
       Squares: 8:00 pm 
            
  

Looking for a dance?  
Look at “wheresthedance.com”.  

 M - Mainstream     

 P - Plus       

Boots & Slippers
06/25 David Mee
07/23 Ken Ritucci
08/27 Deborah Carroll-
          Jones

Buckles & Bows
06/25 Charlie Robertson
07/23 Andy Allemao
08/14 Buddy Weaver

Farmers & Charmers,
Las ‘N’ Lassies
06/04 Jet Roberts
07/02 Mike Hogan
08/06 Scot Byer

Happy Squares
06/11 Mike Seastrom
07/09 Michael Kellogg
08/13 Hunter Keller

Sierra Hillbillies
06/05 Jet Roberts
07/03 Frank Lescrinier
08/07 Darren Gallina

Trail Dusters
06/11 Arlen Miller
07/09 Ken Ritucci
08/13 Eric Henerlau

Western Weavers
06/10 Don Schadt
06/24 Terri Sherrer
07/08 Dan Nordbye
07/22 Ed Foote
08/12 Lawrence 
          Johnstone
08/26 Jon Jones 16
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Visitation
Guide Dogs Of America 

Benefit	Dance
June 4 - 8:00 pm

3 Callers
Simi Valley Senior Center

Recommended 
Happy Squares

June 11    8:00 pm
Caller - Mike Seastrom

Simi Valley Senior 
Center

June
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Board
Meeting
7:30 PM
Don &
Renee’s
Members
Welcome

2
Round
Dance
Class

3 4 Farmers
& Charmers’
Lads ‘N’
Lassies
Caller:
David Mee

5 Sierra
Hillibillies
Caller:
Jet
Roberts

6 7
Square
Dance 
Class

8 9
Round 
Dance
Class

10
Western
Weavers
Caller:
Don
Schadt

11 Happy
Squares
Caller:
Mike
Seastrom
Traildusters
Caller:
Arlen
Miller

12 13 14
Square
Dance
Class

15 16
Round
Dance
Class

17 18
Valley
Trailers
Caller:
Tim
Pepper

19 20 21
Square
Dance
Class

22 23
Round
Dance
Class

24
Western
Weavers
Caller:
Terri
Scherrer

25 Boots
& Slippers
Caller: 
David Mee
Buckles & 
Bows
Caller:
Charlie R

26 27 28
Square
Dance
Class

29 30
Round
Dance
Class
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Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Valley Trailers
Caller Schedule
Date Theme Caller

     

06/18/16     Tim Pepper

07/16/16     Pat Carnathan

07/3016 A1 and A2     Jay Henderson

08/20/16     Andy Allemao

09/17/16     Mike Sikorsky

10/15/16     David Mee

10/29/16 Halloween Haunt 
A1 & A2

      David Mee

11/19/16 62nd Anniversary      Mike Seastrom
     Charlie Robertson

12/17/16       Hunter Keller


