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SEPTEMBER 2019 

        TIDBITS 

PRESIDENTS’ NOTES  

Here we are in the second month of 

our club’s fiscal year. Our next big 

thing to put all of our efforts into will 

be our new class starting on 

September 10th.  As a jump start we 

all should go to Mike Seastrom’s 

benefit at the Leonis Adobe Museum 

on August 24th from 10:00 to 12:00 

(next to Sagebrush Cantina) to get 

our club name out there.  This is just 

another way to keep Square Dancing 

alive.  Please remember to bring all 

your friends, neighbors and anyone 

else you can think of. 

On September 3rd will be our 

graduation night and altering 

Mainstream and Plus dance night.  

Make sure all club members wear 

your club outfits.  All club members 

should try to be there as support to 

our new dancers. 

It’s time to start thinking about our 

November Anniversary dance.  Soon 

our Vice Presidents will be asking for 

your help in getting gifts for the 

raffle.  Please give as much help as 

you can because this is where we 

make our money for this dance since 

we have two callers and it takes most 

of dance income to pay them.  As I 

did last year by asking the manager at 

Super Cuts where I get my hair cut 

and she made up a nice basket of hair 

products for our raffle.  It’s not hard 

just ask and we have letters with our 

Non-Profit information on it for tax 

purposes. 

 

Yellow rock to all.   

 

Don Krall & Linda Kaplan  
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 September 9, 

7:30pm, at Wilkinson 

Center. Yes you read 

that correctly, the board voted to 

move the Board meetings to the 

Wilkinson Center for all future board 

meetings. All Valley Trailers members 

are welcome. 

 

 

Editor’s  Explanations!  

As you can see as your 

new editor I am starting 

from scratch with the layout of your 

TIDBITS.  Over the next few months a 

whole new Tidbits will be developed. 

This month is just the first iteration of 

the new design. To add salt to the 

wound my hard drive died last week 

and I  lost all my files and programs. 

We no longer have a photographer so 

I do not have many photos to include 

(Any volunteers?) So Please send me 

your suggestions and comments so I 

can get more ideas. 

Steven Koch,  Editor 
 

 

Vice President’s 

Report 
 
Looking forward to our September 
dance, "Watch the Leaves Fall," with 
Mike Sikorsky calling.  If you haven't 
danced to Mike yet, it's fun to watch 
his "moves" while he calls. 
 
Fundraiser:     Please join us on 
Monday, September 9th, 11 a.m . to 
9 p.m. at "Salata" a great salad bar. 
It’s across the street from Presto 
Pasta, 18080 Chatsworth St.  The 
protein is not included in the basic 
price. They staple your receipt to the 
flyer, so bring one. 
 
Theater :     Seats are still available for 
Mamma Mia on  October the 
6th.  Most of our regulars have 
already signed up.   
 
One night shows available:  
 
Friday, October 25, 8 p.m.     Ronny & 
the Classics   (Oldies 50's-90's) 
 
Wednesday, November 6th, Tribute 
to Carole King and James Taylor 
 
Sunday, December 15th, 7:30 Blue 
Christmas. (Elvis) 
 
Let me know if you are interested. 
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We are starting to do solicit-
donations --mainly gift cards-- for the 
anniversary dance in 
November.  Please think of who you 
could ask - markets, restaurants, 
cleaners, jewelers, etc.  Letters of 
request will be available at class 
soon.  We could email  one  to you if 
you  don't come to class, but then 
why not attend for a change? 
 
Buddy Weaver called to a huge crowd 
at the Sea Breeze on August 11 th.  
Once again we had 16 dancers. Way 
to go Valley Trailers.  
 
 

SUE COHEN 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

 

Our new class begins on Tuesday, 

September 10th at 7 p.m.  We are 

pleased to announce that Don Schadt 

will be returning as our instructor.   

We welcome all newcomers, both 

couples and singles.  Please 

encourage all of your friends, family 

and co-workers to give it a try.  The 

first night is free for all new students, 

so they have nothing to lose!  

 We will have open enrollment for 

the first two weeks, so if someone 

cannot make it on September 10th, 

he or she can still begin on the 

17th.  Classes are only $7.00 per 

night, (which is less than a movie 

ticket, and you get a lot more 

exercise!)  Please be sure to come a 

little early the first night to register.  

 If you have any questions, please call 

(818) 360-8750.  You are welcome to 

come in casual clothing or square 

dance attire.  We welcome all Angels 

to participate and help our new 

students.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

Ethel & Danny Ball, 

Mainstream Class 

Coordinators 
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Our recommended dances for August 
were a success! We had enough 
People there for a Visitation Credit 
(16), on the 3rd and the 12th!  Andy 
Allemao called HEX for an hour 
before, and then squares for the rest 
of the night. 
 
Please plan on arranging carpools to  
Frazer Park on Sept 22nd. It is the 
Mountain Squares 30th Anniversery 
Dance- Their Black & White Ball – 
with Buddy Weaver Calling.  Our 
outfits are mainly Black & White so 
they are Perfect. 
 
There’s another Anniversery Dance in 
Sept, The Sierra Hillbillies on the 8th,  
we have two visitations.  Romney 
Tannehill is calling. They now dance 
in a church in Valencia. 
 
Trail Dusters have two great callers 
on the 14th--so it's our 
recommended.  Buddy Weaver and 
Michael Kellogg calling. Hoping to see 
lots of Valley Trailers at these dances 
 

Sue Cohen 

Visitation 

MEMBERSHIP ARTICLE  
 

Hi to everyone!  By now, you should 
have received your membership 
renewal letters with the Member 
Information Sheet.   Please RETURN 
the Member Info Sheet promptly 
with your check in the self-addressed 
stamped envelope.  Remember the 
dues were increased to $25.00 per 
person and payable by September 
30th.  
 
You will notice that there is an 
addition to the form where members 
now can show both his/her 
information regarding email 
addresses and cell phone numbers.  
Also, remember to respond to the 
question “what can you contribute to 
support the club?”   What expertise 
do you have, such as, good with 
numbers, good working with 
computers, a good organizer, willing 
to help with the clothing rack, 
decorating the hall for dances, etc.  
This is important to the very 
existence of the any club.  Please take 
a moment and be sure to complete 
this section. 
 
Many of you members no longer 
dance, but are loyal to the club and 
keep renewing your membership.  
We greatly appreciate your 
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membership, but I would like to 
remind you that you are welcome to 
participate in any of the club 
activities; i.e., picnics, theater parties, 
fund-raisers, holiday party, etc.  Don't 
be a stranger--come and visit with 
the old-timers and meet some of the 
new club members!   Without these 
new members and their enthusiasm 
to get involved in the running of the 
club, the Valley Trailers could not 
continue to be the best club in the 
Valley.  WE NEED EVERYONE'S 
SUPPORT! 
 

 

Mary Beatty 

Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   n   BIRTHDAYS  k 
 

7-Sep Lourdes Koch 

8-Sep Judie Goldstein 

8-Sep Bob Licht 

9-Sep Chuck McMurray 

10-Sep Mary Beatty 

10-Sep Margo Burnett 

10-Sep John Tucker 

13-Sep Bill Drowatzky 

13-Sep Marlene Lovett 

15-Sep Judith Toomey 

16-Sep Coriolis Koch 

18-Sep Tova Sobel 

23-Sep Kathryn McKee 

24-Sep Ed Palmer 

25-Sep Ilan Paz 

26-Sep Minnie McMurray 

27-Sep Susan Cohen 
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 Anniversary    4 
 
09/10/1955   Johnson,  Ralph  & Viva    

 

 

 
 HOST/HOSTESS  KITCHEN PATROL  
 

Please be there by 7 PM.  It is YOUR Please be there by 7 PM.  It is YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY to find a replace-  RESPONSIBILITY to find a replace- 

ment, or switch with someone if you are  ment, or switch with someone if you are 

unable to help.  ADVISE  Mary Beatty  unable to help.  ADVISE the Refreshment  

at 818-363-0009 of any changes. Committee for the appropriate month and 

Mary Beatty.  

8/31/19       

Linda Kaplan      8/31/19 

John Tucker       NONE ASSIGNED 

 

9/21/19      9/21/19 

Larry Atmore      Virginia Heidt 

Mary Beatty      Chuck McMurray 

Tom Beatty      Minnie McMurray 

Marlene Kane      Diana Smith 

 

10/19/19      10/19/19 

Birdie London      Lynn Bernheim 

Anita Sheidenberger     Ron Bernheim 

John Sheidenberger     Jose Simental 

Patricia Streeter     Susan Simental 

 

11/16/19      11/16/19 

Maureen Fried      Mark Friedman 

Shelly Fried      Mehrnaz Friedman 

Doug Sobel      Marc Moore 

Tova Sobel      Vicki Moore 

 

11/30/19      11/30/19 

Bob Licht      NONE ASSIGNED 
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Refreshment Committee       

Schedule 
 
August 31 
Jean Woodard & Jennifer Freund 
 
September 21 
Shawn O’Driscoll & Bob Neel 

 

 

 

 

CALLERS CORNER 
 

LET'S WELCOME OUR NEW DANCERS 

 

This is a great time of year. The weather is 

warmer, and we've got brand-new 

enthusiastic dancers entering our activity. 

 

These new dancers are facing a difficult 

transition time, but it can also be the most 

wondrous time in their dancing career. 

Think back to when you were a new dancer 

and remember some of the emotions you 

felt and remember those experienced 

dancers who helped you make the 

transition. Every one of us was once a new 

dancer and  each of us, hopefully were 

blessed with someone who led us down a 

comfortable path when we were first 

starting out. Now we all have an obligation 

to help these new dancers and make a 

positive impact on them. 
 

Some real good ways to welcome these 

dancers: Clubs that sponsor classes should 

assign one or two couples in the club to act 

as guides/mentors to every new dancer or 

couple. Just the idea of having friendly face 

to square up with, can make all the 

difference in the world. It's a good idea for 

these mentors to call the new dancers and 

offer them a ride to a dance or club 

function. Not only does this insure that the 

new dancers will attend, but it also lets 

them know that they're not alone. If new 

dancers miss an activity, these mentor 

couples should call and let them know that 

they were missed. Be sure to invite them to 

the next event and keep them informed and 

"in the loop".  

 

Making sure new dancers get introduced to 

others is a great way to break the ice, 

integrate them into the activity, and make 

them feel more comfortable. Invite the new 

dancers out after the dance for a bite to eat. 

Ask them what they enjoyed most about the 

evening, encourage them, and most 

importantly, assure them that everyone was 

in the same boat when they were a new 

dancer. 

 

Make sure to include new dancers in your 

square. Encourage them in your dancing 

and set an example by having fun, being 

smooth, and if you do breakdown, being 

able to laugh at yourself. Avoid over-

directing or pushing if occasional 

misdirection’s occur. Just being where you 

should be in the square is the most 

important thing you can do to assist a new 

dancer. If a new dancer, or any is slightly 

rough, smile, look them in the eye and let 

them know, in the nicest way possible, to 
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ease up. Nervousness and enthusiasm can 

sometimes result in a less than smooth 

approach to dancing, but this will all even 

out as they become more experienced. It's 

possible to be direct, tactful and still remain 

friendly at the same time. 
 

In conversations with new dancers be sure 

to listen. No matter how long we may have 

been in the activity, very few of us know it 

all. Sometimes we can learn interesting 

things from those who are new and see 

things in a completely different way. Talk 

about our history and about the activity as a 

whole in a positive, upbeat way. If there are 

weekends, state conventions, and national 

events that the new dancers could attend, be 

sure to share that information. Remember, 

this is all new to them; flyers, 

announcements, sign-up sheets, etc., all 

need to be brought to their attention. Before 

long they’ll be right in the thick of things. 

On the other side of the coin, it’s important 

not to overwhelm the new dancer. 

There are a few things that are important to 

avoid doing to new dancers. In my opinion, 

moving new dancers into club offices and 

other responsible jobs should be avoided in 

their first year after graduation. Give them 

a chance to experience the joy of dancing 

without any strings attached. If they seem 

like they may make a good club officer 

now, I’m sure they will still be a good 

candidate in a year or so. Including new 

dancers in various group projects, like 

decorations and refreshments, is fine, if 

done sparingly.   

The social part of this activity has often 

been called the “glue” that holds it all 

together. Allowing new dancers to just 

dance and have fun is one way of cementing 

their involvement for many years to come. 

Encourage them to keep square dancing in 

perspective and avoid being over 

committed. Many new dancers want to 

learn the next program or even attend a 

round dance class. All of this is well and 

good, but there will always be time to do 

more once they become comfortable with 

the program they currently dance. In my 

opinion, adding round dance skills to their 

newly developed square dance skills is far 

better than learning more calls.  It allows 

new dancers to enjoy more of each dance 

evening without the necessity of attending 

additional dances to become comfortable 

with an entirely new program.   

We have an opportunity each time we see a 

new dancer, to make a positive impact on 

them. Don’t miss the chance to make a 

difference. You could be the very reason a 

new dancer becomes a dedicated square 

dancer who passes on their positive 

experience to another new dancer, and so 

on, and so on, and so on. 
 

By Mike Seastrom    
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VALLEY TRAILERS SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

 

 
29             30 

  

 
 
Boots & Slippers  
9/28 Vic Ceder   
10/26 Ken Ritucci  

11/23 Hunter Keller 
 
Buckles & Bows  
9/28 Jay Henderson  
10/26 Ken Bower  
 
Farmers & Charmers,  
Lads ‘n’ Lassies  
9/07 Michael Kellogg  
10/05 Mike Seastrom  

   (L&Ls 56th Anniv.) 
 

 
 
Happy Squares  
9/14 Dan Preedy  
10/12 Eric Henerlau  

 
Trail Dusters  
9/14 Buddy Weaver &  
  Michael Kellogg  
10/12 Tim Pepper 
11/9 Rod Shuping 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  L 
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Valley Trailers Square Dance Club 

FUNDRAISER  

 

Monday, September 9, 2019 

11 am to 9 pm 

Salata Granada Hills 

Chatsworth & Zelzah 
(South side of Chatsworth & West of Zelzah) 

 

18080 Chatsworth St Ste C 
(818) 832-2429 

Must present flyer—They will staple 
It to your receipt 
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Web:    valleytrailers.org 
Email:   vtsdclub@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


