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March, 2018 Bob Mitchell, Editor

Presidents'
Message

Board Meeting
March 12,  7:30,  at

Don and Renee 
Krall’s home.

All VT members are 
welcome.

Valley Trailers

The Student Stomp was a 
huge success. We had plen-
ty of shoppers and buyers for 
the Clothing Rack, and we 
had more dancers than last 
year. I want to say thank you 
to everyone who helped out 
with everything. We could not 
do it without your help.  The 
clothing sale went over very 
well and the Club will receive 
in excess of $500 for our ef-
forts. Our Tuesday class was 
well represented by having 
14 of the 15 class partici-
pants show up. I (Renee) 
would like to say good bye to 

everyone as I hand over the 
reins to the Clothing Rack to 
Susan and Jose. It has been 
my pleasure to help out the 
club in this way for the past 
several years.
     
As we wrote last month, it is 
time to get a new slate of of-
ficers for the coming 2018 - 
2019 Board. Please give this 
some serious thought be-
cause your club can use any 
help that you may be able to 
give. Remember that what 
has been done in the past 
does not have to be done in 
the future. New blood brings 
in new ideas and that is what 
makes a club great. So give it 
some hard thought.

Don and Renee,
Presidents
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Graduation
and 

New Class
Tuesday, March 6, is the date 
for the graduation program 
for our new Plus dancers and 
also the promotion date for 
those Mainstream students 
who will be moving on to the 
Plus class. Be sure to come 
and support our new danc-
ers. One week later, March 
13, is when our new class 
starts, 7:00 for the Main-
stream class and 8:30 for 
Plus. Talk this up with your 
relatives, friends, neighbors, 
work colleagues, anyone you 
know who would benefit from 
getting into square dancing, 
which is just about every-
body. If you get any ques-
tions that you’re not sure how 
to answer, refer them to Don 
Krall at 818-360-8750. Let’s 
make this a great class!



Caller
Coordinator

The Valley Trailers have no 
dances scheduled during the 
month of March. It has been 
a long standing decision to 
go dark here and support 
the Bakersfield Fiesta which
occurs every year at the 
same time as our third Satur-
day dance. However, I would 
like to have all enjoy a poem 
I have had on my desk for 
years; the author is unknown, 
sadly, yet I have a hunch 
the writer must have been 
a square dancer. It's titled 
HUGS, so feel free to indulge.

     
  Bob Davis,        

Caller Coordinator

                                                    
HUGS

 It’s wondrous what a hug can do.
A hug can cheer you when you’re blue,

A hug can say, “I love you so,”
Or, “Gee, I hate to see you go.”

 
A hug is, “Welcome back again,”

And “Great to see you! Where have you been?”
A hug can sooth a small child’s pain

And bring a rainbow after rain.
 

The hug! There’s just no doubt about it,
We scarcely could survive without it.

A hug delights and warms and charms;
It must be why God gave us arms.

 
Hugs are great from fathers and mothers,

Sweet for sisters, swell for brothers.
And chances are your favorite aunts
Love them more than potted plants.

 
Kittens crave them. Puppies love them.

Heads of state are not above them.
A hug can break the language barrier,

And make your travels so much merrier.
 

No need to fret about your store of ‘em,
Whatever you do, there’s always more of ‘em.

So spread those arms without delay,
And give someone a hug today!
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Vice 
Presidents'
Message

February 17th was our Fifties 
dance complete with a vin-
tage soda fountain and a hand 
painted car from the 1950s.  
Both the fountain and the car 
provided photo backgrounds 
for many nostalgic dancers.
Charlie Robertson was here 
to celebrate with us.  I’m sure 
everyone enjoyed a backward 
look to a time when life was 
not as  fast and complex as it 
is now.

We are dark for March be-
cause many Valley Trailers will 
make the trek to the Bakers-
field Fiesta.  We hope  you will 
come join us for the weekend, 
or at least for Saturday.  It is 
worth the drive!

Rob & Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents

 

 

Club 
Visitations

Roy Okada

Valley Trailers to the res-
cue!  Have you ever won-
dered about the importance 
of participating in the Valley 
Trailers’ monthly official club 
visitations?  The impact is 
enormous whenever a se-
lected club is chosen for a 
visitation on their anniversa-
ry dance.  Not all clubs have 
as large a membership as 
the VT.  Therefore, whenever 
the smaller clubs celebrate 
their anniversary, the need 
for support from other clubs 
is paramount for the success 
of the event.
   
The most recent example is 
the Valley Trailers’ January 
visitation at the anniversary 
dance of the Red Ribbons in 
Santa Monica.  There were 
eight squares in attendance, 
which included 23 VT mem-
bers.  The ASquareD Senior 
Director for the South Bay, 
Dianne Isaacs, acknowl-
edged that this visitation by 
the VT was the largest the 
Red Ribbons have had from 

the Valley in a long time.
   
The Lads & Lassies’ October 
anniversary dance saw 27 
VT members on a club vis-
itation which boosted their 
attendance considerably.  
The same holds true for the 
Sierra Hillbillies’ anniversa-
ry dance.  The September 
event brought 33 visiting VT 
members, helping to ensure 
a favorable outcome.
   
These clubs appreciate what 
the VT have done for them 
through the years.  It is there-
fore incumbent upon the VT 
members to continue to par-
ticipate in the monthly official 
club visitation program.
   
Don’t forget to wear your 
club colors for the Buckles & 
Bows’ February dance!

    Roy Okada
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February
Dance

cause it is a visitation for the 
Valley Trailers, many of our 
members will be wearing the 
Club colors.
 
The Weaver Believers were 
out in force as they made up 
much of the  five squares on 
the floor for the Advanced 
tip.  Considering that there 
were 14 squares for the MS 
and Plus tips, the ratio indi-
cates that the VT program 
format of alternating levels is 
working just fine.

The decorating committee 
has outdone themselves 
again.  Can they continue 
their success?  Be sure to 
find out by attending the next 
Valley Trailers’ theme dance.

Roy Okada

It was Johnny Rocket back 
into the 50's at the Valley 
Trailers’ February Club dance 
at the Wilkinson Center.  It 
was so cool to be transport-
ed back to the time of din-
ers, poodle skirts, T-shirts, 
and blue jeans.  Fourteen 
squares had the privilege of 
experiencing the good ol’ 
days with caller Charlie Rob-
ertson singing the hits of the 
50's. 
   
There were 46 VT members 
present, several of whom 
helped recapture the best 
times of our lives.  Joy, Anita, 
and Gail, dressed in colorful 
period-correct waitress out-
fits, presented a mind-blow-
ing scene as they paraded 
the perimeter of the dance 
floor offering the dancers 
burgers and fries.
   
There were so many couples 
round dancing to the cues of 
Cindy Mower earlier in the 
evening that one would get 
the impression it was a round 
dance event. The Buckles 
& Bows’ president, Nancy 
Armstrong, brought along 
22 of her members who also 
dressed for the occasion, es-
pecially the Pink Ladies from 
the movie Grease.  Next 
week it's their turn as they 
celebrate their 43rd anni-
versary with a Mardi Gras 
theme.  Unfortunately, be-

At the Club Member draw-
ing for the February dance, it 
was Doug Sobel’s name that 
came out of the hat, but unfor-
tunately for Doug, he wasn’t 
there, so the pot now goes to 
$20 for our April dance with 
Bob Knowles calling. You 
don’t get a chance to win in 
March because we’re dark 
then since so many of the 
Club members go to the Ba-
kersfield Fiesta. Bob Knowles 
calling in April will be a first 
for us, so be sure not to miss 
that dance and see what you 
think. And you might even get 
to take home an extra $20.

Club Member 
Drawing For February
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Hound Dog 
Hop

Feb 17, 20185



Student Stomp
January 28, 2018

There were lots of callers at the Student Stomp, with each club participating hav-
ing its caller/instructor in the line-up. Shown above, from left, are Arlen Miller, Dale 
Hoppers, Mike Seastrom, Charlie Robertson, Shawna Kaaria, Vic Kaaria, Dick Hod-
nefield, Rod Shuping, and Bob Jomes. Below and on the following two pages are 
some (mostly) smiling faces of some of the dancers who atttended.
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The Valley Trailers were well represented at the Student Stomp. Shown above are the 
Club members and class members who attended. The turnout of Club members to help 
the students as angels was quite remarkable and was a significant factor in the suc-
cess of the event. It was also a big factor in the comfort level of the students since for 
many (all?) of them, this was their first real dance.
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Clothing 
Rack

As always, the Clothing Rack 
was a big hit with the attend-
ees at the Student Stomp, 
especially the women, and 
bargains were plentiful. Re-
nee Krall puts in a lot of ef-
fort to make sure that every 
item of clothing on the racks 
is in near new condition, and 
in some cases probably even 
better. She has done this for 
quite a number of years, and 
many dancers, both Valley 
Trailers as well as members 
of neighboring clubs, have 
been the beneficiaries of her 
effort. However, she has de-
cided that the time has come 
to pass on the torch, and 
Jose and Susan Simental 
(shown in photo upper left) 
have most graciously agreed 
to take on the task. The stash 
of remaining clothing ap-
pears to be quite substantial, 
so be on the alert for the next 
Clothing Rack to get in on the 
bargains.

Clothing Rack are:
Women’s square dance 
skirts, blouses, 2-piece out-
fits and dresses, petticoats 
and sissy pants, dance 
shoes, cinch belts, etc.
Men’s western style shirts, 
string ties and clips, bolo ties, 
square dance towels and belt 
hangers, western style belts, 
etc.
 
Hugs to all,

Sue Simental
 

A New Leader for
 the Clothing Rack

Would you like to have more 
room in your closet? And help 
your Club at the same time? 
The Valley Trailers is now 
accepting your donations of 
square dance clothing to be 
sold by the Club periodically 
as a fundraiser for our Club.
 
I have picked up the baton 
from Renee Krall for the Val-
ley Trailers’ store. Please feel 
free  to bring your donations  
to our Tuesday night class to 
give to Jose or me. We are 
there most Tuesdays. Also, a 
big thank you to Judie Gold-
stein for volunteering her 
sewing skills to make light 
repairs.
 
Also a big shout-out to Renee 
Krall for running this store for 
several years. Thank you 
Renee for all your hard work 
and dedication.
 
Suggested donations for the 

Sue & Jose Simental
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Our sweethearts, Anita and 
John Sheidenberger, made 
us proud at the 55th Sweet-
heart Ball on February 11th.  
Thirty of us were there!! Da-
vid Mee and Michael Ha-
worth called an exuberant 
dance. They worked great 
together, too.  It was lots of 
fun dancing on a very full 
floor.  Round dancers en-
joyed Dawn Mee’s cueing. 
This dance provides lots of 
opportunities to dance with 
people we don’t see locally.  
 
Our own Pamela Bailis was 
honored by A Square D as 
their Sweetheart. Pamela is 
a faithful Valley Trailer as well 
as working diligently for the 
greater organization.   We’re 
proud to have a Valley Trailer 
recognized in this way. 
 

Sue Cohen,
Visitation

The
Sweetheart

Ball
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Sweetheart Ball
February 11, 2018
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After the Sweetheart Ball in 
February, there were about 
50 people present for our 
fundraiser at Mimi’s Cafe. 
Due to a mix up with the res-
ervations, the room was not 
ready for us when we arrived, 
but luckily, Nick Koulax and 
Joyce Kaye had set up the 
tables by the time I got there. 
After I spoke to the manager, 
we were seated. Our waiter 
did a great job handling all of 
our group in the back room. 
Even though we had a long 
wait, everyone agreed they 
would go back again. After all, 
they give us 20%. The man-
ager told me he even copied 
some of our flyers and gave 
them to people!! I’m expect-
ing that we’ll receive a nice 
check from them.

The Club earned $69.50 from 
our Fundraiser at Chi Chi’s in 
January. Thank you to all of 
our members  and non-club 
members, many of whom at-
tended both events. 
    Sue Cohen
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Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

Host and Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and contact Mary Beat-
ty at 818-363-0009.

3/17 Dark

3/31 Dark

4/21
Linda Currie

Denise Kurtzer
Mary Beatty

Cecilia Phillips

5/19
Francine Golden

John Hyde
Nancy Hyde

Marvin Schlossman

6/16
Irene Allen
Sue Cohen
Alan Fick
Ed Palmer

6/30
Bob Licht

Sandy Licht

3/17
Dark

3/31
Dark

4/21
Chris Cilibrasi

Bill Tapp
Flo Tapp

Sheila Woodard

5/19
Janie Manning
Wally Manning
Jose Simental

Susan Simental

6/16
Maureen Fried

Shelly Fried
Gail Koulax
Nick Koulax

6/30
None Assigned

3/01       John Carpenter
3/02       Vicki Moore
3/05       Adel Kirby
3/12       Mylta Woodruff
3/13       Pam Bailis
3/16       Marvin Brott
3/16       Carole Davis
3/17       George Kirby
3/18       Linda Currie
3/18       Marvin Schlossman
3/21       Irene Narita
3/25       Madeline Johnson
3/29       Kelley Benedict
3/31       Shelly Fried

3/03 Mark and Mehrnaz
 Friedman
3/21 David and Sherril
 Ptashne
3/23 Marc and Vicki
 Moore 13



Editor Sez

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

all night. Others like more 
of a challenge and after a 
while start moving up in the 
levels. Callers have varying 
strengths at the different lev-
els, and a caller who might 
be very popular at the Plus 
level might well choose not 
to do Advanced at all. So any 
thought that we might make 
a list of a bunch of callers 
from top to bottom, and ex-
pect most dancers to agree 
with it, just doesn’t make any 
sense, and that is a good 
thing. If everyone agreed 
about who the top half-doz-
en or so callers were, then 
we would lose a lot of variety 
in calling styles, as well as 
lose a lot of callers, and their 
numbers already seem to be 
shrinking. So this month I will 
just share a few thoughts of 
my own, and where yours are 
different, we should be glad 
for that. If everybody wanted 
to go to the same callers, this 
activity wouldn’t work well.

I enjoy a dance more if the 
caller is enjoying himself 
while calling, or at least is 
putting on a good act like he 
is. Some callers are very se-
rious for the whole evening, 
and I can understand the 
need for concentration while 
calling. But others appear 
to be very relaxed, smiling 
and chuckling when sever-
al squares break down on 
something that may have 
been a bit out of the ordinary. 
Dave Hodson was an excel-
lent example of this, but un-
fortunately, or probably for-
tunately for him, he is now 
retired and living in Florida, 
so if you never got to dance 

to him, you missed out. 

The most important thing 
for me to give a caller good 
marks is creative choreog-
raphy, something different 
from what we learned in 
class, but still something we 
should be able to figure out 
on the fly if we really learned 
the call. I used to think that 
sooner or later I would see 
just about all of the possi-
ble combinations of calls 
and starting formations, but 
I have now come to realize 
that the number of possibil-
ities is near infinite, limited 
only by the caller’s imagina-
tion and creativity. Compare 
this to a caller whose mate-
rial is repetitive, predictable, 
and, I started to say, boring, 
but won’t, because easy, re-
laxed, don’t-have-to-think, 
practically error-free dancing 
may be exactly what some 
dancers are looking for, and 
there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with that. It’s just not 
what I look for in choosing a 
dance to go to.

At dances with singing calls 
– many of the dances we go 
to don’t have them – I like it 
when a caller can yodel, and 
feel disappointed when he 
usually does it only once, or 
not at all, over the course of 
the dance. A good singing 
voice is also a nice asset for 
a caller, but I will give him a 
break on this; to a point he 
either was born with this abil-
ity or not. Many of the callers 
who primarily call at the high-

We often talk about callers 
and whether we think they 
are good callers, poor call-
ers, or somewhere in be-
tween, and I thought it might 
be an interesting exercise to 
list the characteristics and 
styles that lead us to think 
that one caller is better than 
another. But it didn’t take 
much thinking about it on 
my part to realize that this 
really wasn’t a feasible task 
because, like so many other 
things in life, different peo-
ple are going to have very 
different opinions about this. 
It also depends on how ex-
perienced a dancer a person 
is in determining who he (or 
she) will think is a good call-
er. Some people prefer sing-
ing calls over patter; others 
get bored with the repetitive 
nature of singing calls and 
prefer patter. Some dancers 
like to have their dancing be 
easy and relaxed, and would 
be content with Mainstream 

Continued on 
page 15 14



er levels apparently never do 
singing calls, and I have nev-
er heard anyone complain 
about this. Rob French is a 
good example here. He is 
an excellent caller and very 
much in demand at the high-
er levels, but is right up front 
about the fact that he doesn’t 
do singing calls.

Another thing I like is when 
callers go around during the 
breaks, or the rounds, and 
visit with the dancers who 
are sitting out. Just a brief 
pleasant few words makes 
the caller seem more per-
sonable than when he’s just 
up on stage and the commu-
nication is all one-way. One 
key thing that marks a caller 
as skilled or not is how often 
he gets the squares resolved 
correctly. But I will cut him 
some slack on this one too; 
when all of his pilot squares 
have broken down, it’s only 
a guess, and I don’t suppose 
he can keep track of more 
than two or three squares at 
a time for this purpose.

So just how important is it 
that a caller be a “good” call-
er for dancers to decide to at-
tend his dance? This is very 
much an individual matter 
with each dancer, or dancer 
couple. We have driven sev-
eral hundred miles for call-
ers we liked, although these 
were usually more than just 
one dance session. This 
spring we will likely drive the 
400 or so miles to Yuba City 
for the state convention moti-

vated solely by the lineup of 
callers scheduled there. We 
have also at times decided 
not to drive the approximate-
ly three miles from our house 
to Wilkinson for callers we 
weren’t very excited about. 
So the conclusion I draw 
from all of this is that who is 
or isn’t a good caller, like the 
adage that beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder, is all in 
the mind of the dancer.

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

      
It looks like March is full of 
exciting dances including the 
Bakersfield Fiesta. We’ve 
been helping other dance 
clubs by visiting them on their 
anniversaries. On March 
10th, the Happy Squares will 
celebrate their 49th year, and 
their dance will be our visita-
tion for the month. I hope we 
have a huge showing, in our 
Club outfits, for this event. 

Continued from
 page 14

Deborah Carroll-Jones is 
calling. 

On March 3rd, Michael Ha-
worth is calling at Farmers  & 
Charmers.  On the 4th, you 
can venture out to the Sier-
ra Hillbillies and watch Mike 
Sikorsky do his very animat-
ed calling. Since this club 
alternates tips, it’s a good 
dance for our Plus students 
to attend. Speaking of our 
students, on March 10th, 
the Trail Dusters are having 
a class level dance. Jerry 
Junck is calling for Buckles & 
Bows on the 24th, and this is 
our recommendation for the 
month. 

Of course we hope to see 
lots of class and Club mem-
bers at the Bakersfield Fies-
ta the weekend of the 17th. 
Class members may want 
to speak to Club members 
about the local hotels and 
RVing options. The caller 
lineup includes Hunter Keller, 
Mike Seastrom, Jerry Story, 
and Bronc Wise. 

Sue Cohen,
Visitation 

March
Dancing
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being honored. The tradition 
of square dancing at the sce-
nic Pali lookout in Oahu and 
Buddy's breakfast treat of 
the famous Malasada donuts 
had to be the highlights of the 
tour. The Uber drivers who 
provided the transportation to 
and from the dance Pavilion, 
coordinated by Buddy, had to 
be a first at any festival.
   
The dance program had al-
ternating round dancing with 
Mainstream, Plus, and A2 
level tips.  The two callers 
from Japan presented a chal-
lenge for many of the English 

speaking dancers. Caller 
Masuru Wada spoke of his 
club which has 172 active 
members.  They are part of 
over 2,000 square dancers in 
Tokyo.  The Japanese wom-
en have fully embraced the 
traditional western square 
dance attire judging by their 
stunning outfits at the Aloha 
Festival.
   
Thanks to Buddy Weaver, ev-
eryone had a wonderful ex-
perience of East meets West 
square dancing in Paradise.

Roy Okada
 Photos by Sandy Okada

Aloha!  Square dancers from 
around the world gathered for 
Buddy Weaver’s 53rd Aloha 
State Festival held February 
1-3.  With the help of caller 
Ken Bower and his wife Dee, 
Buddy has organized his an-
nual Hawaii tour specifically 
for serious square dancers. 
For example, there were 27 
dancers from Pennsylvania, 
40 from Japan, and danc-
ers from Sweden, Australia, 
and elsewhere around the 
U.S.  The tour group has 
become the lifeblood of the 
Aloha Festival as there were 
only 30 square dancers rep-
resenting the state of Hawaii 
in the Grand March. This sit-
uation is similar to the way 
the Valley Trailers support 
the smaller local clubs with 
its monthly official club visi-
tation program.
   
At the conclusion of the 
Grand March, Buddy hon-
ored those individuals who 
have signed up for the tour 
multiple times and are help-
ing to keep the Aloha Festi-
val alive.  Shirley and Colin 
of the Trail Dusters, Cindy 
and Kenny of the Mountain 
Squares, and Jodie and John 
from the Sierra Hillbillies (see 
page 17) are some local peo-
ple who were in this group 

Square Dance 
Cruising
in Hawaii,

or East Meets 
West

Above is part of the group from Japan, plus one imposter 
on the right! Can you imagine how difficult it must be to 
have to learn the square dance calls in English when 
your native language is Japanese? My hat is off to them.  
We have enough trouble learning the calls in English!

On the left is the 
calling staff for 
the festival and 
the cruise. That 
imposter in the 
back row again 
is a familiar face!

(See another 
photo on next 

page.)



Don’t forget to check out the pho-
tos of the Club’s various activi-
ties on the SmugMug site. New 
photos are added on at least a 
monthly basis, so if you missed 
an event, this is a good way to 
see who was there and what 
went on. If you see  photos you 
would like to have copies of, it’s 
easy to download and print them 
yourself, or email them to Cost-
co for professionally done prints 
at a price that is practically free. 
Or for slightly more, you can 
order them directly from Smug-
Mug and have them mailed to 
your home.

Have You Checked
Out SmugMug Lately?

Some questions have been 
raised at the Tuesday night 
class regarding priorities and 
policies. The following is an 
excerpt from the November 
2017 Club Policies under 
“CLASSES,”  paragraph 5:

WORKSHOP DANCERS:  
There will be a category at 
the class called “workshop 
dancer” for members and 
visitors.  These dancers will 
pay the same as the stu-
dents and will be given a 
dated sticker or blue badge.  
The workshop dancers will 
be allowed to dance in lieu 
of angels at the discretion of 
Class Coordinators.  Class 
Coordinators will be able to 
remove workshoppers, Club 
members, or visitors from a 
square in order for a class 
member to dance or for a 
“strong” angel to assist with 
the smooth functioning of the 
square.  For those workshop-
pers or visitors who are re-
moved, another square may 
be formed, it possible.  Class 
Coordinators will be able to 
move individuals, as well as 
to separate couples, into dif-
ferent squares for the benefit 
of the class members.  Class 
Coordinators will have the 
discretion to ask Club mem-
bers to become workshop 
dancers.  (8/01)

Valley Trailers
Club Policy on

Workshop
Dancers

To get to the photo site, go to 
valleytrailersphotos.smugmug.
com. In the upper right corner of 
the page that appears, you will 
see the words Home Browse 
Search. A click on Browse will 
bring up icons for all of the gal-
leries for which there are pho-
tos. A click on any of these icons 
will bring up the photos for that 
event. Click on any photo to 
bring up a larger version, or start 
with the first one and go through 
the whole set.

Have fun browsing!

Shown here are Buddy Weaver and three couples from 
our area who were recognized for their continuing sup-
port of the annual festival and cruise the following week. 
What better way to spend two weeks in January and 
February than square dancing and cruising in Hawaii?
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Plus
Coordinator's

Message

            Alan Epstein

tions on how to perform the 
calls.  You can access three 
of these from the Valley 
Trailers’ web site (www.val-
leytrailers.org).  After getting 
into the home page, there 
are several choices.  Put 
your pointer on “Classes,” 
and above that box there will 
pop up two choices.  Click on 
“Square Dance Calls” and 
below you will find Tamina-
tions, Online Square Dance 
Calls, and Open Squares.  
Taminations uses animations 
(squares are males, circles 
are females).  Advantages of 
Taminations are that you can 
control the speed of all the 
movements, and one can ac-
cess all square dance calls, 
even Advanced.  Online 
Square Dance Calls shows  
actual dancers on video, so 
one does not have to think 
about the square being a 
male and the circle being a 
female.  A disadvantage of 
this site is that it only has the 
Mainstream and Plus calls, 
but, for our purposes, that is 
okay.  I have not done Open 
Squares yet.  I regularly re-
view the Mainstream and 
Plus calls on one of the sites 
and find it very helpful to re-
fresh my memory, especially 
with so many calls sounding 
so similar.

Our students have been in-
vited to attend the Ramblin’ 
Rogues Square Dance Club 
on Friday, April 13, at 7:30 pm 
for a class level dance they 
are sponsoring.  The club is 
located in Mission Viejo, CA.  
If members are interested, it 
obviously would be helpful 
to carpool.  Angels are invit-

ed to go with the students.  I 
am told the caller will be Jer-
ry Story, who is “a world-re-
nowned caller from Fairfield, 
Iowa.”  This has been ar-
ranged through the auspic-
es of Valley Trailers mem-
bers Bob and Dolva Mitchell.  
They are in a C (challenge) 
class in Orange County.  If 
you are not familiar with 
them, Dolva is the photogra-
pher at our dances.  Bob is 
retired from JPL where he 
was the project manager of 
the Cassini Mission that re-
cently ended with a planned 
burnout in the atmosphere of 
Saturn.  I believe the space-
craft was launched about 20 
years ago.  Bob is the editor 
of “Tidbits”.
 
On Tuesday night, January 
30, I tried an experiment of 
keeping the same squares 
together for all three tips 
of the Plus class once the 
squares were set-up for the 
first tip.  There were several 
problems, so I have discard-
ed that routine.  But, if some-
thing should enter my brain 
that I think might help the 
class, I may try it.  I am open 
to suggestions, but cannot 
promise I will try them.

As usual, I look forward to 
seeing you at Wilkinson.

Alan Epstein,
Plus Coordinator

 

I feel the Plus class is pro-
gressing well under the tu-
telage of Vic Kaaria.  He is 
also introducing some DBD 
(dance by definition) materi-
al.  This, of course, increas-
es the challenge of square 
dancing, but it prepares us 
for what lies ahead as we 
progress, and also makes 
the dancing more interesting.  
At first, it may be a little con-
fusing, but as we practice the 
calls and learn to complete 
the calls from different po-
sitions, it adds to the fun of 
square dancing.

I’d like to remind everyone of 
two websites I’ve mentioned 
before that are very help-
ful in reviewing the different 
steps while in the comfort of 
our homes.  Here I will copy 
and paste what I wrote in 
my Tidbits #3 cloumn: There 
are several web sites that 
provide very helpful instruc- 18



Local Club Dances
 Official Visitation
                 VT Club members - Don’t forget to 

        wear club colors.

Boots & Slippers
3/24 Gary Shoemake
4/28 Jay Henderson
5/20 Dick Hodnefield

Buckles & Bows
3/24 Jerry Junck
4/28 Eric Henerlau
5/26 Andy Allemao

Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
3/03 Charlie Robertson
4/07   Scot Byars
5/05 Dan Nordbye
 
Happy Squares
3/10 Deborah Carroll-Jones
4/14  Andy Allemao
5/12 Romney Tannehill

Sierra Hillbillies
3/04  Mike Sikorsky
4/08 Bill Gipson 
5/06 Rod Shuping

Trail Dusters
3/10 Andy Allemao/
 Dick Hodnefield
4/14 Mike Seastrom/
         Buddy Weaver
5/12 Hunter Keller

Western Weavers
3/09 Rick Hampton
3/23 Gary Shoemake
4/13 Vic Kaaria
4/27 Paul Waters

Date: March 24 
Club: Buckles & Bows
Level: Plus
Caller: Jerry Junck
Theme: 
Location: Goebel Adult Community Center
Time:       Rounds at 7:00, Squares at 7:30

Date: March 10  
Club: Happy Squares
Level: Plus
Caller: Deborah Carroll-Jones
Theme: 49th Anniversary
Location: Simi Valley Senior Center
Time:       Rounds at 7:30, Squares at 8:00

Recommended Dance
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Weekend Events
Dance Level - Mainstream thru Challenge

71st Annual 
Silver State 

Festival
May 11 - 13

MS, Plus, Advanced
Callers: Bob Baier,

Buddy Weaver, 
Gary Shoemake

Reno, Nevada
Info: 775-424-3471

Mid-Cal Classic
August 31 - Sept. 2
Callers:  Bob Baier,

 Jet Roberts
Plus & A2
Los Baños

Info:  Harlan Bowen
707 489 6819

vania winters, Delavan and 
Glenn have not given up on 
the idea of the comeback of 
square dancing.  Their club 
flyers emphasize the oppor-
tunities to travel all over the 
world as square dancing is 
always done in English.  
             Roy Okada

Swing into 
Spring
April 6 & 7

Callers:  
Eric Henerlau
Andy Allemao

Plus & Advanced
Oroville, CA

Info: 530-365-3411

Square Dancing 
Around the 

World
Is it possible to equate a 
square dance organization to 
a "jet setter" group? On page 
16 in this issue of Tidbits is 
a reference to how dancers 
from Pennsylvania traveled 
to Hawaii to attend Buddy 
Weaver's Aloha State Fes-
tival.  This is certainly a far 
cry from the Valley Trailers’ 
history of using RVs to at-
tend mostly in-state weekend 
events. 
   
The Central Pennsylvania 
Square & Round Dance As-
sociation is headed up by 
Delavan and Shirley White-
night.  Together with caller 
Glenn Stuck of the Country 
Twirlers, they have orga-
nized trips to different Euro-
pean destinations, and now 
their recent trip to Hawaii.  In 
2020, the group is planning 
to attend the National Austra-
lian Square Dance Festival.
   
What is amazing is how the 
group learned of the Aloha 
Festival.  Buddy's flyers for 
his Hawaii event were some-
how distributed at the Cana-
dian Square Dance Conven-
tion in Ontario, Canada.  This 
event is a regular place for 
the group to go.

   
Although the group has got-
ten smaller as a result of in-
creasing ages and the appeal 
of Florida versus the Pennsyl

State Square 
Dance

Convention
Yuba City

Sutter Fairgrounds
April 20-22

Callers: 
Rob French, Eric 
Henerlau, Jack 
Pladdys, Darryl 
Lipscomb, Jerry 

Story
Mainstream thru C4,
Cueing Rounds All 

Levels
Info: castate2018.org



Advanced Dances
Valley Trailers
Advanced Dances

June 30
Michael Kellogg
September 29
Darren Gallina
December 29
Ken Ritucci

Wilkinson Center
Northridge

 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A1/A2

March 23
April 27
May 25

8:00 - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Phantom Squares
Advanced Dances

A2    7:45 PM
March 9

Sandie Bryant
April 13

TBA
May 11

TBA

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

Trailblazers
March 3 - 4

Anne Uebelacker
April 7 - 8

Rob French
May 5 - 6

John Marshall

Mel’s Dance Hall
Westminster, CA

Amador 
Adventure

April 27 - 29

Advanced
Callers: Jet Roberts

Joe Saltel
Info:  Harlan Bowen

707-489-6819

Mid-Cal Classic
August 31 -  Sept 2
Plus and Advanced

Callers:
Bob Baier

Jet Roberts
Los Baños

Info:  Harlan Bowen
707-489-6819

Advanced Dancing 
A2

McCloud, CA
August 26 - 30
Sunday - Thursday

Caller: 
Darryl Lipscomb

Info 707-489-6819

Memorial Day 
Weekend

A2 & C1
May 25 - 27

Caller:  Romney 
Tannehill

Hemet, CA
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Cayucos Capers
A2 weekend
August 3, 4, 5

Callers: Jet Roberts,
Joe Saltel
Info: Harlan

707-489-6819



SUNDAYS        1st Sunday Dance Parties, Phase II – VI 1:30-4:30 pm  
          Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge   Cindy Mower

                Selected 3rd Sunday Parties, Phase II – IV 1:30 – 4:30 pm
                      Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge   Cindy Mower and/or Joe Scarlatella

                                4th Sunday Parties, Phase II thru V, 1:30 – 4:45pm
                                5380 Bell St., Somis 93065   Gus & Lynn Defore

                                5th Sunday Parties, Phase IV – VI, 1:30 – 4:30 pm
                                Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge    Milo & Cinda Molitoris

MONDAYS                Beginning Cha Cha & Ongoing Two-Step & Waltz  Class, 7:00 – 9:00pm
                 Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 11315 White Oak Ave.,
                Granada Hills, CA  91344    Joe Scarlatella & Monica Shanks

            Phase IV & IV+, Occasional V Class, 5380 Bell St., Somis 93065
                                Gus & Lynn Defore
 
TUESDAYS               Phase IV - VI Class, 7:00 – 9:30pm, Valley Beth Israel, 
                                13060 Roscoe Blvd, Sun Valley    Milo & Cinda Molitoris

                                Phase III & IV Class, 7:30-9:15pm, 5380 Bell St., Somis 93065
                                Gus & Lynn Defore

WEDNESDAYS         Phase III - V Class, 7:00 – 9:30 pm, Valley Beth Israel,
                                13060 Roscoe Blvd., Sun Valley    Milo & Cinda Molitoris

              Phase III Rumba, Waltz, & Cha Cha Class, with occasional
               Phase II, 5380 Bell St., Somis 93065   Gus & Lynn Defore

THURSDAYS           Phase III Class, 6:30 – 8:00 pm thru February 22, 2018.
                                Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge  Cindy Mower 
                    
                                Phase III - IV + Classics and ROMs Class 8:00 – 9:30 pm,
                                Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge    Cindy Mower

                                NEW BEGINNING ROUND DANCE CLASS
                                Starting Thursday, March 1, 2018, Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge
                                6:30 – 8:00 pm  Valley Trailers Sponsored    Cindy Mower                             
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Round 
Dance
Class

2 3 Farmers
& Charmers/
Lads &
Lassies
Caller: 
Charlie 
Robertson

4
Sierra 
Hillbillies
Caller: 
Mike 
Sikorsky

5 6
Square
Dance
Class, 
Class 
Graduation

7 8
Round 
Dance
Class

9
Weatern
Weavers
Caller: 
Rick 
Hampton

10 Happy 
Squares
Caller:
Deborah 
Carroll-Jones

Trail Dusters
Caller: Andy 
Allemao/Dick 
Hodnefield

11 12  Board
Meeting
7:30 pm
Don & 
Renee 
Krall’s
home.  

13
New 
Square 
Dance
Class 
Starts

14 15
Round 
Dance
Class

16 17     

18 19 20
Square
Dance
Class

21 22
Round 
Dance 
Class

23
Western
Weavers
Caller: 
Gary 
Shoemake

24 Buckles
& Bows
Caller: Jer-
ry Junck

Boots & 
Slippers
Caller: 
Gary 
Shoemake

March 2018

Bakersfield Fiesta
March 16 - 18 

Callers: Bronc Wise, Jerry 
Story,  Mike Seastrom, Hunt-

er Keller, Michael Kellogg
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Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Valley Trailers
Dance Schedule

Date Theme Caller

4/21    Bob Knowles

5/19    Dan Nordbye

6/16    Mike Haworth

6/30    Advanced
    
  Michael Kellogg

7/21      Ken Ritucci

8/18    Rick Gittelman


