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Presidents’
Message

Board
Meeting
March 1, 7:30 pm,

Bob & Carole Davis’s 
home.

All VT members are 
welcome. 1

are having a special dance 
with Jerry Junck and Mike 
Seastrom since we are dark 
on our normal dance date for 
Bakersfield each year. Hope 
to see you on the 24th to 
support our club.

Yellow Rocks to all and see 
you in a square real soon.
Don & Renee Krall,

Presidents

It’s time to graduate those 
students who have mas-
tered the Plus level calls 
of square dancing. Please 
encourage them to come to 
our dances and other clubs’ 
dances so they can enjoy 
this great activity with the 
rest of us. For those who 
choose to join our club, wel-
come them with open arms.

Please mark your calendars 
for March 24th, which is a 
Friday. The Valley Trailers 

Clothing Rack 
February 28th

Don’t forget to bring all those 
old dollar bills with you to 
class to spend at the rack.
We have a lot of nice clothes 
to sell and you can be sure 
they are all clean. So come on 
down and have a good time.

Renee Krall

Spring Picnic 
and Campout

Last chance to sign up for the 
Spring Picnic; March 25th is 
the date for all the fun.  Fun 
starts at 9:00 and goes all 
day. Lunch and drinks are 
provided by the Club. Hope 
to see you there.

Don Krall, 
Wagon Master



Caller
Coordinator

Club
 Member 
Drawing     
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Sue Cohen’s name was 
drawn in the club mem-
ber drawing at our January 
black light dance with Rick 
Hampton, but unfortunately 
for Sue, she had prior com-
mitments and was unable to 
be present. For our February 
dance with Johnny Preston, 
the pot will go to $50, so you 
should plan to be there. You 
might not win, but it is guar-
anteed that you won’t win if 
you’re not there!

Just when you think there’s 
nothing new with the Valley 
Trailers, GET A LOAD OF 
THIS! We have put together, 
after a great deal of discus-
sion and planning, a FRI-
DAY NIGHT special dance 
with Jerry Junck and Mike 
Seastrom both on stage for 
this one time only, and what 
a night it will be. Sunshine 

Report

Reminder
One of the functions of the 
Club secretary is to send 
Sunshine cards out to fellow 
Club members and friends 
who may be bereaved, in-
jured, or ill. If you are aware 
of anyone who should be sent 
a card, please inform Anita 
Sheidenberger by email at 
sheiden1@pacbell.net.

Anita Sheidenberger,
Secretary

It's been quite a while since 
Mr. Junck has been on our 
stage and who knows why? 
Jerry has been calling since 
1966 and always with high 
accolades. He expresses a 
love and passion for square 

dancing and feels that the 
activity needs a resumption 
of caller leadership to teach 
new dancers in an environ-
ment that helps them to suc-
ceed. Jerry asks callers and 
dancers alike to think of posi-
tive changes we can all make 
for the good of square danc-
ing.
And the anchor of all this 
is Mike (the legendary) 
Seastrom, and Mike knows 
how to keep the squares 
moving in a joyful yet seri-
ous direction.  Maybe his 50+ 
years of calling helps him a 
bit.

So mark your calendar on 
March 24th for the MIKE and 
JERRY show and it's on a 
Friday. A whole bunch of us 
will be at our campout in Va-
lencia, so we'll be uprooting 
and bringing maybe a con-
voy of RVs to the dance just 
to check on the rest of the 
Club, and I anticipate a great 
night of socializing and danc-
ing pleasures for all to enjoy.
See you there!

Bob Davis,
Caller Coordinator

Callers Mike Seastrom & 
Jerry Junck



Vice
Presidents'

Notes

Rob & Joy Starks
Vice Presidents

16, 17, and 18th. Sue Cohen 
has scheduled a visitation for 
us so be sure to wear your 
Club outfits Saturday eve-
ning.  We will capture the 
fun with a group photo lat-
er that night.  RV parking is 
available at a very reason-
able price and local hotels 
are nearby and inexpensive.

We have a very special dance 
on the 24th of March with Jer-
ry Junck and Mike Seastrom 
calling.  This will be an all 
Plus and Advanced dance.  
These callers are exception-
al and will challenge all of 
us.  We hope you will be able 
to join us for a fun evening.

Rob & Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents

After weeks of planning and 
making fantastic decora-
tions, we are ready to cele-
brate with our own version 
of Hollywood’s Oscar Night.  
Each Valley Trailer member 
will be able to find his or her 
personalized star on the red 
carpet walkway.  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to dress as 
your favorite movie star and 
possibly win the prize val-
ued at  $30.00!  Someone 
will win; why not you?  John-
ny Preston is a great caller 
and our own Cindy Mower 
will be cueing for us.  This 
promises to be one of our 
favorite theme dances of 
the year.  We will be alter-
nating Mainstream and Plus 
tips so everyone can dance.  
Rounds begin at 7:15 and 
squares begin at 8 PM.

We will be dark in March so 
that we can all attend the 
Bakersfield Fiesta on March 

Visitation Awards

Here is a list of the Club mem-
bers who have reached the 
next level of visitation awards.

10 - Barbara Weintraub
15 - Bonnie Bench,   
       Shawn O'Driscoll
20 -Toba Burg, 
       Gail Koulax, 
       Nick Koulax, 
       Irma Taylor 
25 - Chuck McMurray 
35 - Ethel Ball
45 - Linda Kaplan
50 - Hal Gould 
60 - Katie Nixon
70 - Joy Starks
100 - Roy Okada
125 - Ricky Campos

A milestone was reached re-
cently when Germaine Se-
lim was presented a bar that 
read 550!! Yes, 550 visita-
tion credits. We did not have 
one of these in stock. We 
think Germaine has been a 
Valley Trailers member for 
about 30 years. She was 
class treasurer from 1986-
92. She was also telephone 
coordinator at one time. Con-
gratulations to Germaine.

Sue Cohen,
Visitation Chair 
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new friends with the common 
interest of square dancing. 
The smiling faces in the pho-
tos here are proof that this is 
a fun event. Sorry if you were 
there but didn’t get your pic-
ture taken.
The staff at this event always 
puts on a program of skits, 
singing, and other entertain-
ment as part of the Saturday 
night event, and the photos 
here show some of the effort 
and ingenuity that go into this. 
You really have to be there 
to get the full benefit of it.

The 37th annual King City 
Winter Festival took place 
over the weekend of January 
20, 21, and 22, and quite a 
few Valley Trailers members 
braved the rainy weather to 
make the trek up there. The 
attendance at this event isn’t 
quite up to what is seen at 
Bakersfield or Indio, but still 
plenty large enough that the 
participants get quite a vari-
ety of people to dance with. It 
is always a good opportunity 
to share nice times with cur-
rent friends as well as meet 

King City
Super Heros
January 20, 21, 22

January
Jet Roberts

Mary Ann Callahan and 
Craig Cowen
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Jerry StoryEric Henerlau

Tony Oxendine



Cohen's
Corner

Sue Cohen
Visitation Chair

There were 28 Valley Trailers 
who enjoyed the Winter Won-
derland dance in Simi Valley 
with the Boots & Slippers on 
January 28. Due to laryngitis, 
Ken Bower, who was origi-
nally scheduled to call, was 
replaced by Buddy Weaver. 
At one point, Buddy was call-
ing from his phone and Ken 
texted him! This caused a 
slight delay during Michael 
Bublé's song "Someday" that 
we were dancing to. 

There were ten squares in at-
tendance. At one point, Bud-
dy set up eight squares for 
progressive squares. I always 
enjoy this moving around 
from square to square. Three 

squares were up for the A1 
tip, and 12 (half) of the peo-
ple in these squares were 
Valley Trailers. "Head over 
Boots" was a new song he 
called to. The evening ended 
with Dick Holdnefield calling 
with Buddy to "O Lonesome 
Me". 

Due to the kitchen being re-
modeled, refreshments were 
served in a little room near 
the lobby. Some thought it 
cozy, others not so great.  
But, the dance was fun. Let’s 
hope their parking lot work 
gets finished soon. Simi Val-
ley is spending money on 
their senior center. Wouldn't 
it be nice if Wilkinson could 
be upgraded?

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Chair
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The Bakersfield Fiesta, to 
be held March 17-19 at the 
Kern County Fairgrounds, is 
our visitation for this month. 
Check out their website at 
http://www.bakersfieldfies-
ta.com for an entry form. 
There will be separate halls 
for Mainstream, Plus, Ad-
vanced, and Challenge, so 
this will be an excellent op-
portunity for our newer danc-
ers to brush up on their skills.

On Saturday night at 7:30, we 
will line up in the Plus hall for 
the grand march, which starts 
at 7:45. This is where we get 
to show off our new Club out-
fits. Please be sure to touch 
base with me before then to 
confirm this and so we'll know 
whom to expect. We're hop-
ing for a huge group this year.

Their website lists some ho-
tel choices, but La Quinta 
South, Best Western Plus 
Hill House, and Red Lion Inn 
have been recommended 
by club members who have 
used them other years. Some 
of us will be in the RV area. 
Hope to see lots of you there.

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Chair

Bakersfield
Visitation

Smug Mug
Have you visited SmugMug 
lately? This web site con-
tains photos taken at most 
of the Valley Trailers’ Square 
Dance events. If you see 
a picture you like, you can 
download it to your comput-
er or you can purchase it on 
line for a nominal charge and 
they will send it to you. Here’s 
where to visit SmugMug -
valleytrailersphotos.smug-
mug.com.

On February 4th, 25 mem-
bers got visitation credit for 
attending the Lads'N' Lass-
ies dance. Pat Carnathan 
was great. Read more about 
the dance in Roy's Reviews. 



S w e e t h e a r t s 
Ball

Our club sweethearts, Gail 
and Nick Koulax, were hon-
ored at A Square D’s 54th An-
nual Sweetheart Ball. It took 
place on Sunday, February 
12th, at the Hawthorne Me-
morial Center. Mike Seastrom 
and Hunter Keller were a dy-
namic duo. It's always great 
dancing to two of the best. 
Zena Beaulieu provided all 
levels of rounds for a full floor 
of dancers. It sounded like 
Hunter was glad to be out of 
the cold and here in Califor-
nia. Of course, it was a beau-
tiful day on this day after rain 
and hail fell the day before. 

There were 21 additional Club 
members there who were 
wearing our club badge to 
support our sweethearts. Six 
other members who are also 
with other clubs are included 
in the group photo. Irene and 
Richard Narita were there as 
Farmers & Charmers' sweet-
hearts along with Adel and 
George Kirby who repre-
sented the Sierra Hillbillies. 

Gail  and  Nick
Koulax

Valley 
Trailers'
choice for 
Sweetheart 
Couple

Nick and Gail are very ac-
tive members of the Valley 
Trailers Square Dance Club. 
They are the Web Masters 
for the Club’s web site, they 
handle the Club’s pubility for 
all of our activies and events, 
and both are regular angels 
for our Mainstream and Plus 
level classes. Gail assists 
with the preparation of the 
refreshments for the Tues-
day night classes. They are 
both very creative and have 
been a definite force behind 
our decorations at the Club 
dances. 

Many of us supported the 
Lads ‘N’ Lassies by attend-
ing their fundraiser at Marie 
Callender's after the dance. 

Sue Cohen,
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Credit Bob Messina for the two photos above.

54th Annual Sweethearts’ Ball
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Roy's 
Reviews

Roy Okada

ed to some choreography 
that was different from what 
many had seen before at typ-
ical local club dances, but it 
made for an interesting and 
fun evening.  The Friday 
night dance at the Joslyn 
Adult Center in Burbank was 
perhaps comparable to some 
of the workshop sessions at 
festivals such as Rivco.
   
Jerry Jestin gave the danc-
ers a new appreciation for 
several normally unassuming 
Mainstream calls by the way 
he incorporated them into 
his sequences, even though 
this was a Plus level dance.  
Compared to the easy tips 
seen at most local club danc-
es, Jestin’s tips were clearly 
a step up in the challenge 
they presented to the danc-
ers, and it appeared that the 
Western Weavers and their 
guests enjoyed their evening 
with him.
 
Jerry’s dance calendar for 
the rest of 2017 consists of 
dances spread across the 
US, Canada, and Europe, 
but unfortunately for us, the 
closest he gets to southern 
California for the rest of this 
year, at least on his current 
calendar, is Yuma, AZ. But 
if you enjoy dancing that is 
a little different from what 
we normally see, then you 
should check him out when 
he comes to Santa Monica in 
January of next year.

Roy Okada

Western Weaver’s 
First Dance of 

2017
The Western Weavers kicked 
off 2017 with Canadian born 
caller Jerry Jestin and cuer 
Joe Scarlatella.  The six 
squares present were treat-

black light tips after that.
   
He advised the dancers that 
having a strong Mainstream 
foundation would help in 
avoiding the breakdown of 
squares.  He was right!  It 
was the Mainstream calls that 
gave trouble to the dancers.  
Ironically, Rick would ask 
at different times during the 
evening how many were only 
Mainstream dancers. Not 
one hand was ever raised.
   
So far, January has shown 
a foreboding start for the lo-
cal square dance scene in 
2017.  It is up to the Valley 
Trailers members to show up 
and be counted for the next 
Club dance with caller John-
ny Preston to swing the pen-
dulum in the right direction.
                          Roy Okada

[A contributing factor to the 
problems discussed above is 
the fact that this dance con-
flicted with the annual Winter 
Festival in King City that had 
about a dozen Valley Trailers 
members in the Advanced 
hall and likely others in the 
Plus hall that we didn’t see. 
– Editor]

Valley Trailers’ 
January Dance

In this politically correct 
world, one would normally 
tend not to speak aloud of an 
unfavorable outcome for any 
square dance club’s event. 
However, the Valley Trailers’ 
Black Light dance was prob-
lematic enough that it needs 
to be told truthfully. There 
were only seven squares in 
attendance, but If it weren't 
for the members of the 
Western Weavers on their 
official club visitation, this 
would likely have been the 
lowest turnout in VT history.
   
Compounding the low turn-
out was the fact that the 
black light theme didn’t work 
out very well. Caller Rick 
Hampton asked for the lights 
to be turned back on during 
the first black light effect tip 
because of the dancers’ dif-
ficulties in following his calls.  
He had better success on 
the second black light tip, 
but decided to have no more 8



Getting to 
Know Club 

Members 
Better 

Cinda & Milo 
Molitoris

my class. I accepted a job 
in downtown Portland and 
worked there for 17 years. 
In 1975, I happened to see 
some square dancers walk-
ing down the street, so I fol-
lowed them to a dance hall 
and watched most of the 
evening. It looked exhilarat-
ing! I had first experienced 
this activity in first grade 
when the teacher (of our two-
roomed school) taught us 
just enough moves to put on 
an exhibition for the parents. 
Mom dressed me in her poo-
dle skirt and I felt so proud to 
be dancing. The fun memo-
ry came back when in Junior 
High School the gym teacher 
put us through more square 
dance moves. I enjoyed it 
tremendously, but the boys 
were a pain about holding 
hands. :-(   And, sadly, I didn’t 
have a poodle skirt to wear.  

Returning back to 1975, I 
again took lessons – this time 
Mainstream, Plus 1, and Plus 
2. Then in 1980 I learned Ad-
vanced (A-1 and A-2 were 
taught as one program). Ear-
ly in 1985, Marty Firstenburg, 
a fulltime caller, did a dance 
for our singles club and joined 
us at the after party. We “hit it 
off” and started dating. When 
I said I was going to take a 
C-1 class and needed a part-
ner, he happily joined me. Lit-
tle did I know that I would still 
need a partner because he 
soon started calling C-1 and 
then, later, C-2. Round danc-
ing became part of my life in 
1979. Since Marty was also 
a cuer, we started teaching 
together soon after we mar-

ried in 1986. He taught me to 
do some cueing for our class, 
but I chose not to continue on 
that path. If Marty was calling 
and I was cueing, we wouldn’t 
get to dance together much. 
Dancing was so important to 
me. Growing up I watched 
Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers and, like so many 
others, wanted to be just like 
them. Little did I know I would 
become a SQUARE danc-
er! ☺  In November, 1988, 
Marty accepted a caller-cuer 
contract in Hemet, CA, the 
one-time west coast capi-
tal of square dancing. We 
left Portland that Christmas 
with snow chasing us down 
I-5, through Tehachapi, and 
all the way to Hemet. And I 
thought I had left that stuff in 
Wisconsin! Marty and I had 
nearly 15 years together filled 
with many good memories of 
dancing, traveling, and time 
with wonderful friends. He 
passed away in November 
1999. I considered moving 
back to Oregon to be close to 
my family (most of which also 
left frigid Wisconsin), but my 
mom convinced me to stay 
with my extended family – 
the dance community here 
in CA. Besides, I am allergic 
to everything green (except 
money) and Oregon is green 
year round; I was always 
blowing my nose. So instead, 
I moved to the San Fernando 
Valley to accept a dental as-
sistant job in February, 2000, 
and also joined the Valley 

It’s hard to cram 65 years of 
life experiences into a few 
paragraphs, but here goes…

I’m the oldest of eight – sev-
en girls and one boy – born 
in northern Wisconsin. I’m 
talking way, way up north 
where it gets REALLY cold 
and the snow gets REALLY 
deep. (Hence the eight chil-
dren. ☺) After some college, 
I decided to move to Port-
land, Oregon, where I felt 
like I had died and gone to 
heaven not having to deal 
with the long, harsh winters 
anymore. In Portland it only 
rains (most of the year)! 
A friend convinced me to 
attend Bryman Dental As-
sistant School from which 
I graduated in the top of 

Continued on
Page 10 9



Trailers. It was a very difficult 
time for me, but I was sup-
ported by my dance family in 
so many ways. I don’t know 
where I would be without 
all of you!!  Thank you!!   ☺ 

In January, 2007, I attended 
a round dance program and 
was reintroduced to some-
one I had met years ago at a 
dance convention, his name 
– Milo Molitoris. He had just 
moved to the area. I (again) 
was in need of a dance part-
ner but was unsure about 
asking Milo. Close friends 
encouraged me to do so 
by explaining if I didn’t ask, 
someone else would. I hes-
itantly invited him to dance. 
We did ok and kept danc-
ing together, even started 
a beginner round dance 
class and a workshop. A few 
months later, Ron and Nancy 
Yanke had quietly told Milo 
they were planning to retire 
and asked him to take over 
their class. Since we were 
dance partners, I was elect-
ed to assist. Milo surprised 
me with the news on Thanks-
giving, 2007, that we would 
start teaching in January, 
2008. (Quite a shock actu-
ally!!) We have been teach-
ing the class ever since. On 
June 29, 2013, Milo made 
me his permanent partner; 
we got married! ☺ Over the 

past 10 years we have had 
beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced level classes. Milo 
cues for several local clubs, 
and we have taught at many 
festivals and conventions 
in the U.S. and Canada.

Through the years I have 
worked several jobs includ-
ing being a dental assis-
tant (23 years), had my own 
housekeeping business (7 
years), worked at Health 
Net Insurance Company 
(8 years), and have taught 
square and round dancing as 
many as 5 classes a day and 
going 7 days a week (25 of 
my 42 dancing years). I have 
enjoyed many opportunities 
to travel (and take LOTS of 
pictures – my passion). But 
my newest activity is retire-
ment. Finally, after all these 
years of mostly holding down 
two jobs at the same time, I 
get to clean my desk, draw-
ers, closets, and garage!! 
(Maybe… ☺)  I also love to 
explore museums, historical 
sites, any places of interest, 
and go hiking. The joke on 
me is that when I first moved 
to CA, anything outside of 
Hemet was L.A. and I didn’t 
want anything to do with it.  
Don’t take me there; I didn’t 
want to drive there; and I 
certainly would NEVER live 
there! Well, never say nev-
er… :| Now, I actually look 
forward to going to downtown 
L.A. and I organize tours to 
different locations in our area. 
Friends look forward to our 
outings and even ask: “When 
is the next one?” (Every-
one is welcomed to join us.) 

In my 65 years of life ex-
periences, I have held on 
to several philosophies…

My faith
Keep the child-like part of 
me alive. (explore, learn, 
grow, be in awe of life)

Variety is the spice of life.

Hug as often as possible. 
(for better health)
There is a prescription for 
hugging (author unknown) 
which I encourage you to try:
  4 Hugs a day to survive
  8 Hugs a day to maintain
 12 Hugs a day to grow (and              
I am always growing).   ☺

Thanks for asking me to 
share my story. I feel honored 
to do so. God bless you all 
for touching my life. Hugs to 
you… Cinda Molitoris

Continued From
Page 9

Club
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thedancesocks.com
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Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

3/24 (Friday)
Mary Beatty
Tom Beatty
John Hyde

Nancy Hyde
4/15

 Toba Burg
Kay Goeden
Hal Gould
Evan Ball

4/29
None
5/20

Margo Burnett
Janie Manning
Wally Manning

Mel Sukow

Host/Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and call Mary Beatty at 
818-363-0009.

3/24 (Friday)
Irene Narita

Richard Narita
Barbara Weintraub

Larry Weintraub
4/15

Yolie Alvarado
Birdie Brown
Doug Sobel
Tova Sobel

4/29 (Advanced)
Linda Kaplan

Paul Libis
5/20

Jeff Cohen
Sandy Cohen
Alan Epstein

Rozanne Feldman

3/03 Mark and Mehrnaz
Friedman

3/21     David and Sherril   
                 Ptashne
3/23    Marc and Vicki Moore

3/01   John Carpenter
3/02   Vicki Moore
3/05   Adel Kirby
3/10   Janice Smalley
3/12   Mylta Woodruff
3/13   Pamela Bailis
3/16   Marvin Brott
3/16   Carole Davis
3/17   George Kirby
3/21   Irene Narita
3/24   Doris Baum
3/25   Madeline Johnson
3/29   Kelley Benedict
3/31   Shelly Fried

Refreshments 
Committee 
Schedule

3/24      Rod & Candice
             Belcher
4/15      Roy & Jean 
             Woodard
4/29      John & Anita 
             Sheidenberger
5/20      Steve & Joyce Kay 

At class on February 7th, we 
celebrated Norm Hirsch's 
90th birthday and enjoyed 
a delicious cake. Bob Davis 
is with him in the photo be-
cause their birthdays are just 
two days apart. Bob is a few 
years younger. 

VT Member
Turns 90

Norm Hirsch
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Editor Sez
Bob Mitchell, Editor

what the future of such 
events is. We have gone to 
some of these with only five 
or six squares and entry fees 
of typically around $90 per 
couple for the weekend. By 
my arithmetic, the finances 
just don’t work out, but in 
each case, they were plan-
ning to have the event again 
the following year. The King 
City event is a considerably 
larger one, although not 
up to Bakersfield or Indio. I 
didn’t get a count of the at-
tendance, but a guess of 30 
squares for all three halls 
might be a bit on the high 
side, but probably isn’t too far 
off. At $100 per couple, that 
works out to total receipts 
of $12,000. Now if someone 
were to hand me a check for 
that amount, I would think 
I had hit the jackpot, but for 
an event such as this one, 
that amount is going to get 
stretched pretty thin. It was 
held at the local fairgrounds 
and used three buildings, 
two of which were rather 
sizeable. I have no idea what 
the rental fee for this would 
be, but have to believe that 
it would make a noticeable 
dent in $12K. Another cost 
that surely is larger is that 
of the staff. There were two 
cuers and five callers who 
in some cases came from 
places as far away as Texas, 
Iowa, and South Carolina, so 
transportation to and from 
the event is going to take a 
few $K. I think this is a caller 
promoted event as opposed 
to being sponsored by a lo-
cal club, so expenses for the 
staff such as local transporta-
tion, lodging, and meals are 

going to have to be covered 
out of the same $12K. There 
are other incidental expens-
es such as insurance, secu-
rity, promotion, and likely oth-
ers that I haven’t thought of. 
And we still haven’t allowed 
for any compensation for the 
staff’s time in this. I doubt that 
they do this for free just out 
of their love for and dedica-
tion to the activity! We must 
have broken the bank some 
time ago by now, so how it all 
works out and continues year 
after year remains a mystery 
to me. Many of the old-timers 
tell us about times when halls 
for events such as this were 
packed, so there would be no 
mystery about how they used 
to work out financially, but ob-
viously times have changed. 
If the King City event had had 
twice as many dancers as it 
did, the income would have 
doubled but the expens-
es to put it on would have 
been essentially unchanged.

So why do I think that you 
might care about all of this? 
Because in order for these 
events to continue, the 
square dancing community is 
going to have to support them 
at least at the current level, 
and perhaps at a level great-
er than some of the smaller 
ones are having now. A cou-
ple of smaller ones in north-
ern California have already 
gone by the wayside, and a 
couple more are in jeopardy. 
I’m not aware of any in south-
ern California that are at risk, 

One of the benefits of being 
retired is that it gives you the 
flexibility with your time to do 
lots of things that the previous 
8:00 to 5:00 (or more) routine 
precluded, and we have been 
taking full advantage of that. 
One such thing we’ve been 
doing for the last couple of 
years is going to weekend or 
longer square dance events, 
with the longest so far being 
a Monday through Friday 
event, not including a rather 
lengthy drive time. The most 
recent such outing for us was 
to the 37th annual King City 
Winter Festival in, of course, 
King City, CA. It is 240 miles 
each way from Northridge, 
so not something one would 
choose to do every week, 
but for a once a year event, 
it makes for a nice outing. 
It was a very well managed 
event with halls for Plus, Ad-
vanced, and Challenge and 
an excellent calling staff.

I wonder from time to time 

Continued on
Page 13 12



but there aren’t that many in 
this area to start with. I sup-
pose some may have failed 
before we came on the 
square dancing scene. So 
keep an eye on the couple 
of pages in your newsletter 
that list weekend events, 
both locally and to some ex-
tent farther north, and if you 
see one that appeals to you, 
put it on your calendar and 
go. You will be supporting 
an activity that we all enjoy, 
you will have a good time, 
and you can thank me later.

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

Hello Square Dancers:
Huge thanks to the Valley 
Trailers for hosting our an-
nual Student Stomp.  Don 
Krall, Anita, Sandy, Nick, 
and several other members 
who arrived early to help set 
up were very helpful.   The 
Valley Trailers graciously 
and generously covered the 
cost of the hall rental.  What 
an incredible club we have!  
The ASD delegates and the 
club members from Boots 
and Slippers, Buckles and 
Bows, Happy Squares, Trail 
Dusters, Sierra Hillbillies, 
and Western Weavers were 
exceptional in contributing 
to the success of the dance.  
Big thank you to all the clubs 
for contributing refreshments 
and helping in the kitchen, 
working the sign-in desk, col-
lecting donations, and greet-
ing our dancers.  Big thanks 
to ASD for supporting the 
annual dance for all our new 
students, and thanks to all the 
angels who come and dance 
every year to inspire new-
comers to our amazing activ-
ity.  We had about 30 squares 

Continued from 
Page 12
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and the callers, Rod Shup-
ing, Charlie Robertson, Dale 
Hoppers, Don Schadt, Arlen 
Miller, Jay Henderson, and 
Dick Hodenfield were spot 
on in calling all the calls the 
students have been taught.  
Great turn out.  Thank you all.

I did hear about a few angels 
who were not very courte-
ous to a few of the students.  
Two angels in particular 
seemed to feel they had to 
tell a student or two how to 
dance instead of giving them 
the freedom to enjoy a club 
dance and to learn from their 
mistakes.  This goes back to 
social justice that we have 
discussed previously.  Being 
kind and caring to all danc-
ers must be a priority for all 
of us.  Class coordinators, 
club presidents, and callers 
have a responsibility to dis-
cuss and be aware of such 
attitudes and reinforce dance 
etiquette at the class level.  I 
saw an experienced dancer 
and her partner walk out of a 
square.  Let’s try to be more 
respectful of each other.

ASD has the Sweetheart 
Ball in February, and the 
Leprechaun Ball in March.  
Hope to see you all there.

Linda Kaplan,
ASquareD Rep.

Linda Kaplan

A Square D
Rep
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Plus
Coordinators'

Message

Joy & Rob Starks

join us in the festivities as 
we all celebrate the accom-
plishments of our students.
We continue to be thankful 
for Don Schadt’s excellent 
teaching, our students’ faith-
ful attendance, and espe-
cially for the dedication of 
our faithful angels who come 
each week to mentor our stu-
dents.  It is this combination 
that makes the difference in 
the success of our students. 
We encourage those who are 
graduating to come to our Val-
ley Trailers’ monthly dances 
on the third Saturday of each 
month here at the Wilkinson 
Center from 8-10:30 PM with 
alternating Mainstream and 
Plus tips and rounds from 
7:15-8 and between tips. 

The clothing sale is coming 
on February 28th at Wilkin-
son beginning at 6PM. Re-
nee works hard to wash and 
mend the gently used square 
dance attire for us to pur-
chase at less than half the 
price of new merchandise.  
You’ll find a great selection 
of both men’s and women’s 
clothing at bargain prices!
Remember to plan on com-
ing to the Bakersfield Fiesta 
March 17, 18, and 19.  There 
will be dancing for every-
one from Mainstream to Ad-
vanced. Fiestas are an ex-
cellent time to get lots of floor 
time as well as meet new 
friends. There are reason-
able RV sites and affordable 
hotel room rates nearby.  As 
usual we have an excellent 
group of callers including 
Bob Baier, Vic Ceder, Darryl 
Lipscomb, and Jet Roberts. 
There are also great cuers 

for round dancing. Saturday 
evening we’ll all wear our 
new Club outfits for the an-
nual march and dance.  We 
will get a picture of all the 
Valley Trailers in attendance.

Remember to tell your 
friends and neighbors about 
our upcoming class begin-
ning March 14th at 7PM for 
beginning and at 8:30 PM for 
Plus. The first night’s class 
is free for new students.

Rob & Joy Starks,
Plus Coordinators

In less than three weeks, 
graduation from the Plus class 
will take place.  Our students 
have worked hard to learn all 
the new calls.  For the last 
month, Don has been able 
to teach us these same calls 
but from different positions; 
that can be very challenging. 
March 7th is graduation and 
all are invited to join us from 
7-9:45 PM here at the Wilkin-
son Center.  Don Schadt will 
be calling alternating tips of 
Mainstream and Plus.  All of 
our graduates have demon-
strated that they have both 
learned all the Plus calls and 
are also able to dance them 
well at a Valley Trailers’ Sat-
urday night dance.  That is 
a major accomplishment! 
Those who have decided 
to take the class again will 
benefit from reviewing the 
calls and becoming more 
confident in their skills.  We 
look forward to working with 
them in the next session. 
Everyone is welcome to 14



Mainstream
Coordinators' 

Message

Ethel & Danny Ball,
Mainstream Coordinators

taking up square dancing, let 
them know that we will start a 
new Mainstream (beginning) 
class on March 14th.  New 
students get in free the first 
night and we have open enroll-
ment for the first two weeks.
Flyers are available for all of 
these events.  If you have 
any questions about any of 
them, please do not hesitate 
to ask us on Tuesday night.
Ethel & Danny Ball,

Mainstream Class 
Coordinators

As our class draws to a 
close, we are very pleased 
with the progress that our 
Mainstream students have 
made this session.  We had a 
productive meeting with our 
students in January.  Many 
of our students attended the 
Student Stomp and kept up 
very well with the callers.  
Our last class is March 7th.
We would like to encour-
age all of you to attend our 
next dance on February 
18th at 8:00 p.m. It will be 
a Mainstream level dance.
Our club is also presenting 
our “Clothing Rack” on Feb-
ruary 28th.   Come early to 
find square dance clothes 
and accessories at a frac-
tion of the going retail price.  
Our sale begins at 6:30 PM, 
and is conveniently brought 
to the Wilkinson Senior 
Center on Tuesday night 
so you can try on or browse 
our selection before class, 
during class, or after class.
If you have friends or family 
who might be interested in 

Remember that our MYS-
TERY BUS TRIP is sched-
uled for April 1.  The cost will 
be $30 per person, which 
includes the bus, dinner, 
the dance, games, snacks, 
and a whole lot of fun. Sign 
up at class or at the dance 
this month, or you can email 
me at suecohen27@yahoo.
com. This is another chance 
to wear your new club outfit. 

Sue Cohen, 
Visitation Chair

Mystery 
Bus Trip

Finally, some good news!  
The Trail Dusters had a won-
derful turnout of 11 squares 
for their February Valentine 
theme club dance.  Included 
were 16 Valley Trailers who 
were treated to a challeng-
ing and fun program by caller 
Johnny Preston.
   
President Marilyn Bloom ex-
pressed her delight at the sur-
prising number of dancers in 
attendance, especially those 
who were not affiliated with 
any clubs.  The Trail Dusters’ 
Board is definitely aware of 
the conflicts on this week-
end with the Happy Squares 
dance on the same night and 
the Sweetheart Ball the fol-
lowing day.
 
Johnny was amazing for 
someone going through 
some medical issues which 
may prevent him from driving 
in the near future.  From now 
on, his mother and sisters 
will be his chauffeur.  He an-
nounced that he will have a 
completely different program 
for the Valley Trailers’ Feb-
ruary club dance one week 
later.
   
Milo Molitoris skewed his 
round dance selections to 
benefit his advanced lev-
el dancers.  It was obvious 
that the majority of the round 
dancers were of the upper 
echelon and contributed to 
the successful attendance of 
the Trail Dusters.

Roy Okada

Trail Dusters’ 
2/11 Dance
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Local Club Dances
 Official Visitation

 VT club members - Don’t forget to 
                       wear club colors

Date:         March 17, 18, 19      
Club:         Bakersfield Fiesta
Level:        Mainstream thru C1 
Caller:       Five excellent callers
Theme:    
Time:       

Location:   Kern County Fairgrounds, Bakersfield

Recommended 
Dance

Date:         
Club:        
Level:      
Caller:     
Theme:    
Time:         
Location:  

Looking for a dance?  
Go to “wheresthedance.com”.  

Boots & Slippers
3/26 Gary Shoemake
4/22 Tim Pepper
5/21 Dick Hodnefield
 
Buckles & Bows
03/25 Jerry Junck
04/22 Ken Bower
05/27 AndyAllemao

Farmers & Charmers
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
03/04 Phil Farmer
04/01 Andy Allemao
05/06 Dan Nordbye
 
Happy Squares
03/11 Rod Shuping
04/08 Don Schadt
05/13 Hunter Keller

Sierra Hillbillies
03/05 Dale Hoppers
04/02 Bill  “Tex” Gipson
05/07 Vic Ceder

Trail Dusters
03/11 Dick Hodnefield
04/08 TBD
05/13 Pat Carnathan

Western Weavers
03/10 Tim Pepper
03/24 Don Schadt
04/14 Rod Shuping
04/28 Darren Gallina
05/13 David Mee
05/26 Phil Farmer

 P

P

 MP

P

P

P

P

There isn’t a
Recommended Dance

this month. Come to our special 
March 24th dance instead.
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57th California
Square Dance

Convention
April 7 - 9
4 Callers:

Bronc Wise, 
Mike Seastrom, 
Jay Henderson,

Dee Dee Dougherty
Mainstream thru C-1

Victorville 
Fairgrounds

Info: Gilbert/Sharon 
Leon

egleonmsn.com

Bakersfield Fiesta
March 17, 18, 19

5 Callers
Bob Baier, DarrylLipscomb,
Vic Ceder, Jet & SylviaRoberts

Mainstream thru C1
Contact: 661-399-3658

DesertStomp
March 26, 27, 28, 29

Callers:  Ken Bower, 
Jerry Gilbreath, Gary Shoemake, 

Buddy Weaver
Laughlin

For Info: 760-200-1031 17

61st Annual Jubilee
October 6 - 8, 2017

Callers:  
Michael Kellogg, 

Bill Harrison, 
Andy Allemao

Plus, Advanced,Challenge
San Jose, CA

Info:  
scvsda.org/jubilee

406-1570

Save these dates
Labor Day Jamboree
Sept 1, 2, 3, 2017 
 Charlie Robertson

Arcadia



Advanced Dances
 Weaver Believers

 4th Friday - A2

March 24
April 28
May 26

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

March 10
Sandie Bryant

April 7
Kris Jensen

May 12
Bill Eyler

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

Valley Trailers
A1 & A2

8:00 - 10:30 PM
April 29
Caller:

Dan Preedy
  

Wilkinson Senior 
Center,

Northridge

Trailblazers
1st Saturday

C1  11:00 AM - 
1:30 PM

A2  3:00 - 5:30 PM
March 4

Ben Rubright
April 1

Rob French
May 6

Ross Howell

5946 Westminster Blvd.
Info: John Melstrom

714-968-3888

Amador 
Adventure

April 28, 29, 30
Callers:  Jet Roberts

& Joe Saltel
A-2 - C1

Plymouth,  CA
Info: Harlan Bowen

707 489-6819

Memorial Day 
Weekend

May 26, 27, 28
Caller: 

Romney Tannehill
A2 w/C1 

Hemet

Cayucos Capers
Aug 4, 5, 6

A2
Callers: Joe Saltel,

Jet Roberts

Info: 707-489-6819

18

Valley Trailers
Presents

Ken Ritucci
July 29, 2017

2:00 - 4:30
A2 Workshop

Wilkinson Center



Bakersfield
Fiesta

3/17,18,
& 19

Bakersfield 
Fiesta 

3/17, 18 & 19

March
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Board
Meeting
Bob & Carole 

Davis’s home.
VT members

welcome

2 3 4 Farmers &
Charmers

Lads & Lass-
ies

Caller:
Phil Farmer

5 6 7
Square
Dance
Class

8 9
Round 
Dance
Class

10
Western
Weavers
Caller:
Tim Pepper

11Happy
Squares
Caller:

Rod Shuping
Trail Dusters:

Dick Hod-
nefield

12 Sierra
Hillbillies
Caller: 
Frank
Lescrinier

13 14
Square
Dance 
Class

15 16
Round
Dance
Class

17
Visitation

18       

19 20 21
Square
Dance
Class

22 23
Round
Dance
Class

24        VT
ValleyTrailers
Callers:
Mike 
Seastrom &
Jerry Junck

25 Buckles & 
Bows
Caller:

Jerry Junck-
Boots & 
Slippers

Caller: Dick

26 27 28
Square
Dance 
Class

29 30
Round
Dance
Class

31 Hodnefield

Clothing Rack
February 28

6:00 pm

Don’t 

Forget



Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Date Theme Caller
03/18/17 Dark

03/24/17 All Plus 
Bonus Dance

Mike Seastrom
& Jerry Junck

04/15/17 Charlie Fagan

04/29/17 Advanced A1/A2 Dan Preedy

05/20/17 Don Schadt

06/17/17 Pat Carnathan

07/15/17 Charlie 
Robertson

07/29/17 Advanced A1/A2 Ken Ritucci

Valley Trailers’
Caller Schedule


