
 Presidents’
Message

Renee & Don Krall,
Presidents

Board
Meeting

October  9,       7:30, 
at Don and Renee 

Krall’s home.
All VT members are 

welcome.

8th, it is $10.00 at the door.     

Speaking of supporting our 
Club (one of the biggest), 
we need to get out on the 
weekends and go to dances. 
Many Club members come 
to class on Tuesday nights 
(which is a good thing for 
being angels), but we never 
see you at a dance on Satur-
day or other days that other 
clubs have dances, such as 
the Western Weavers have 
on Friday night and the Si-
erra Hillbillies and Mountain 
Squares have on Sundays. 
Our Club is very happy when 
other clubs come to our 
dances, which helps us with 
our bottom line, so please 
give this some thought and 
we will see you at a dance 
real soon.  

Until next month, Yellow 
Rocks to all.

Don and Renee 
Krall, 

Presidents

October 8th is the date for 
the Presidents’ Ball. This is 
held once a year to honor all 
of the club presidents in the 
A Square D group of clubs. 
It is a time for all club mem-
bers to send the presidents 
of their respective clubs a 
thank you for all that they do. 
So if you would like to come 
and support Renee and me, 
it would be greatly appreciat-
ed. I have ribbons to sell at 
$8.00, or if you come on the 

      Charlie Robertson

Charlie Robertson is our new 
class instructor and new classes 
began on September 12. Come 
welcome Charlie to his new role, 
get to know him better, and sup-
port your Club in the process.



Caller for 
October

last year, both the third Sat-
urday Mainstream and Plus 
dance and the fifth Saturday 
Advanced dance.

David has been calling pro-

fessionally for about 37 
years, with another five years 
or so of experience even be-
fore that, so you could safely 
conclude that he knows how 
to call. For his day job, David 
is an executive with Disney-
land, and in his spare time, 
he sings and plays the piano 
with a group from his church. 
His wife, Dawn, is also very 
much involved with dancing, 
including cueing rounds and 
teaching and doing clogging. 
Dawn often accompanies Da-
vid when his calling engage-
ments don’t conflict with her 
own activities, so perhaps we 
will be lucky and see both of 
them at our dance on Octo-
ber 21. Don’t miss this one, it 
is certain to be a fun dance!

First, a reminder about our 
fifth Saturday Advanced 
dance in September, which 
will still be a future event at 
the time that you receive this 
newsletter. We have booked 
Dan Nordbye for this dance 
based largely on requests 
from many of you who at-
tended the last Advanced 
dance he called for us. He 
called a very nice dance, 
and it is our good fortune 
to have him coming back to 
our stage again. So to all of 
you Advanced dancers out 
there, don’t miss this one. 
He comes from Arizona, so 
this is an opportunity that we 
don’t get all that often.

Now on to the plans for Oc-
tober. We have David Mee 
from Anaheim coming back 
again for this dance, follow-
ing two very popular dances 
he called for us in October of 

Dan Nordbye,
Caller

David Mee,
Caller

Lisa Schreiber and Mike 
Seastrom have recently an-
nounced their engagement. Lisa 
and Mike are well known to the 
Valley Trailers, Mike because he 
is a regular caller for us as well 
as being a member of our Club, 
and Lisa because she frequent-
ly accompanies Mike to our 
events.  Check out those smiles 
in the photo above. They are 
obviously a very happy couple, 
and we wish them the very best 
for their future together.

Congratulations 
to Lisa Schreiber 

and Mike 
Seastrom
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Vice 
Presidents’’

Notes

Rob and Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents

October
 Picnic,
2017

3

year to enjoy our Monster 
Mash dance.  This year we 
are again having an evening 
of Halloween fun.  Come in 
your scariest costume and 
we will supply the atmo-
sphere of Haunted Wonder.

On November 18th, all Val-
ley Trailers will be celebrat-
ing our 63rd anniversary with 
Mike Seastrom and Hunter 
Keller calling for us. Be sure 
to wear our club outfits.  We 
will take our 2017 official 
Club photo at this dance.
  
Save December 10th from 
2-5 pm for our Valley Trailers’ 
Holiday Party, “An Old-Fash-
ioned Covered Dish Dinner”.  
It will be held at the Wilkin-
son Center in Northridge.  
We are excited to have the 
Giving Music band play for 
us.  Everyone is invited.  The 
admittance fee is one of the 
following:  Main dish, salad 
dish, or dessert.  Each cou-
ple should bring enough food 
to serve eight people and 
singles should bring enough 
food to serve four people.  
Guests are to pay $10.00 
each.  If you would prefer 
not to bring a food item, you 
may pay $10.00 at the time 
you sign up.  This event will 
have no cashier or treasurer. 
Food sign-ups or a non- food 
$10.00 entry fee will be due 
by December 1st. Look for 
the sign-up sheets at Tues-
day class dances or VT club 
dances.  For our food theme, 
we thought you can’t go 
wrong with Italian.  Our main 
dish will be lasagne; you may 
bring chicken, beef, or veg-

gie.  It’s your choice. If you 
wish to bring a salad or des-
sert, the sky’s the limit.
Rob and Joy Starks, 

Vice Presidents

This is the week of our “Hot 
Fudge Sundae, Saturday 
Night” dance.  The deco-
rations team has made the 
largest hot fudge sundae you 
will ever see;  it’s eight feet 
across!  It really is that big!  
On top of that we have Mike 
Sikorsky calling.  We look for-
ward to seeing you this Satur-
day the 16th to celebrate our 
hot, hot summer days with a 
night of cool, cool sundaes.

Also coming up is an unofficial 
theme dance on October 21st 
with David Mee calling.  Many 
of you came in costumes last 

Don’t forget to sign up for our 
October 28 Fall Picnic at class 
or at a dance. If you have 
a motorhome, travel trailer, 
5th wheel, or a tent trailer, 
we have the 26th, 27th, and 
28th available for you to stay 
at the camp grounds. The 
price has gone up to $45.00 
per night, but come anyway 
and stay all three days or any 
number you would like. There 
is also another change to be 
aware of: there will a charge 
of $5.00 per person to attend 
on Saturday.

We hope to see you there for 
all the fun.

Don Krall, 
Wagon Master



Vice 
Presidents’

Notes

August 19
Dance With

Rick
Gittelman

who were unaware of his 43 
years of experience calling 
throughout the USA.
   

Wherever Rick goes, he 
brings his companions along.  
It's a family of stuffed toy dogs 
made up of Sam, his wife Sa-
die, and the two kids, Katie 
and Josie.  What makes it 
so novel is that their dog col-
lars have dangles from every 
club Rick has called for in his 
travels.  The Yiddish term is 
"Tchotke" for those familiar 
with collectibles.

A  noticeable  presence  was 
the large number of Trail 
Dusters’ members.  Normal-
ly, the Buckles & Bows bol-
ster the attendance at Valley 
Trailers club dances, so it is 
very encouraging to have an-
other club coming out in such 
numbers.
   
The four squares of Ad-

vanced dancers really got 
their money's worth when 
Rick did a 16-minute A1 tip.  
But it was the singing Plus 
tip he did of "That's Amore" 
done Italian style that made 
the August Club dance such 
a joy to experience.  Ciao!

Roy Okada

The Moment of Truth arrived 
for the students of the Val-
ley Trailers’ Tuesday night 
square dance class. The big 
stage was set for them at the 
Club’s August dance with 
caller Rick Gittelman at the 
Wilkinson Center.  How well 
they did at the dance deter-
mined their fate in wheth-
er they would be promoted 
to the next level of square 
dancing.
   
Among the 14 squares in at-
tendance were the VT class 
coordinators judging the 
abilities of the students in a 
real-life club dance setting. 
They were fortunate to have 
caller Rick Gittelman calling. 
Rick's wonderful humor and 
singing was a pleasant sur-
prise to many of the dancers 

Roy Okada
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August 19, 2017
Caller:

Rick Gittelman

5
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Don’s 
Farewell

Party

Roy’s
Reviews

Adios 
(for now) 

to Don Schadt
At the end of August, we had 
to say "adios" to our class 
caller for a while. Don Schadt 
has been our class  caller for 
over 10 years.  He was my 
instructor when I started in 
2009. He and Charlie Rob-
ertson are switching places, 
so to speak. Charlie will now 
be our primary instructor and 
Don is our #1 backup. The 
women would often run up 
and give Don "tips" while he 
was singing "Plastic Saddle.” 
We wish Don lots of good 
health and look forward to 
having him call for us again. 

Sue Cohen 6

On September 5, the Valley 
Trailers held their semi-annu-
al square dance class gradu-
ation at the Wilkinson Center.  
Plus coordinators Joy and 
Rob Starks presented diplo-
mas to the seven well-de-
serving graduates of the 
spring Plus program.  Char-
lie Robertson, the new  VT 
instructor, presided over the 
festivities by calling alternat-
ing Plus and Mainstream tips.
   
The highlight of the evening 
was the special tip to com-
memorate the occasion.  
Each graduate and their an-
gel partner had to dance with 
an inflated balloon between 
their knees.  You had to be 
there to fully visualize their 
difficulty in movement to the 
basic square dance calls.
   
There was a well-deserved 
recognition of all the angels 
who assisted in the matura-
tion of the Plus graduates.  
A special angel dangle was 
given to each of them as a 
recognition of their contribu-
tion to the success of the VT 
square dance class program.
          Roy Okada

Graduation

Marvin Brott’s name was 
drawn in the Club Member 
drawing at the August 19th 
dance with Rick Gittelman 
calling, but Marvin wasn’t 
there, so the pot now rolls 
over to $40 for the Septem-
ber dance. Remember that 
Club policy is that at the Sep-
tember dance, names contin-
ue to be drawn until a winner 
is present, so this will add 
some extra excitement to this 
dance. The winner could be 
you, but only if you’re there, 
so be sure to come. In fact, 
if you come, you are guar-
anteed to be a winner just 
by getting to dance with all 
your friends to Mike Sikorsky, 
and if you get to take the $40 
home, that’s just a bonus.

Club 
Member 
Drawing
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Here are some scenes from the 
graduation exercises on Sep-
tember 5. Have you ever tried 
dancing while holding a balloon 
between your knees? It looks 
like everyone had a good time.



The week of August 27 was 
the time for the annual A2 
week with Darryl Lipscomb 
at McCloud, and the Val-
ley Trailers were well repre-
sented with three couples 
in attendance, although 
the overall attendance was 
down to the point that this 
once popular event may be 
in some jeopardy. The set-
ting is ideal, with the moun-
tain community of McCloud 
on the southern slope of Mt. 
Shasta and the large wood-
en floored dance hall to host 
the event. The attending 
dancers reported a very en-
joyable week, as would be 
expected. Darryl Lipscomb 
is a well-known and excellent 
caller, so that they enjoyed 
the week is no surprise.

Valley Trailers on the Move

A Week at
McCloud
August 27

to 31, 2017

Caller:
Darryl Lipscomb

8

Here’s the group at the McCloud dance with Dar-
ryl Lipscomb. Can you pick out six Valley Trailers?  
Here’s a tip - there’s only one person wearing a hat.

Here Rob and Nick are seen collecting decorations for 
our Holiday Party. It was a dirty job, but someone 
had to do it. Watch for the fruits of their labor on 

December 10.

I don’t understand
how I can 
remember

every word of a
song from 1964,

but I can’t remember
why I walked into
the kitchen two 
minutes ago.



Labor Day
Weekend

With Callers
Bob Baier, Jet Roberts

On Friday, the three cou-
ples at McCloud packed up 
and made the trek down to 
Los Baños (los BAHN-yos) 
to meet up with a fourth VT 
couple for the annual Pear 
Steppers’ Labor Day Mid-
Cal Classic event with Jet 
Roberts and Bob Baier. The 
venue was an auditorium 
at the Merced County Fair-
grounds with excellent hard-
wood floors, and the dance 
level was a combination of 
Plus and A2. This dance 
took advantage of the three-
day weekend and went un-
til 10:30 Sunday night. One 
item of note for this event 
was the return of Bob Baier 
to these dances after a rath-
er extended absence due to 
some medical issues, and 
he was quick to remind the 
dancers that he was back. 
Do you think you know the 
calls on the Callerlab Ba-
sic-1 list? It likely wouldn’t 
take you long while dancing 
to Bob to realize that you 
may not!

We didn’t get an exact count 
on the number of squares, 
but a guess of ten wouldn’t 
be far off, so this popular 
event doesn’t appear to be 
in the same jeopardy as the 
McCloud event. Mary Ann 
Callahan cued the rounds, 

and she had quite a few cou-
ples on the floor for this. The 
weather was very hot, with a 
reading of 113 degrees at 6:00 
PM while going out for dinner, 
but the hall was air conditioned 
to the point that it was almost 
uncomfortably cool some of 
the time, and nobody was 
complaining!

There is nothing negative 
about this event, except per-
haps for the fact that it is a 
long drive from Northridge, so 
note it on your list of things to 
do, and perhaps you can en-
joy it next year too. Let’s see 
if we can have more than one 
square of Valley Trailers.

Jet shows Bob how some 
square dance moves are 

supposed to be done.

Mary Lea and Dale have 
a new move to do at the 

end of Grand Square. 9

Joyce and Steve

Lori and Wade

Nick and Rob are playing 
engineer, trying to figure 
out why the cover on the 
light fixture fell.



Aloha

With a big "Aloha" greet-
ing, the Boots & Slippers’ 
president Barry Kessler wel-
comed the guests to the 58th 
Anniversary Luau Dance in 
Simi Valley.  Caller Deborah 
Carroll-Jones and cuer Cindy 
Mower were dressed impec-
cably for the annual Hawaiian 
themed event.  The majority 
of the 20 squares in atten-
dance also participated in the 
Aloha spirit with their colorful 
attire.   The Valley Trailers had 
21 members dancing to the 
beautiful singing tips of Deb-
orah Carroll-Jones.  At the 
Luau, it was announced that 
she was the recipient of the 
2017 Callerlab prestigious 
Milestone award for the best 
caller among her peers. The 
Valley Trailers lost out again 
to the Buckles & Bows for the 
most members present at a 
club’s anniversary dance.  
Their president, Bill Arm-
strong, brought 32 members 
from their club to help cele-
brate the Boots & Slippers’ 
58th anniversary.   It is hoped 

that these two clubs will have 
a large contingency present 
at the Valley Trailers’ 63rd 
Anniversary Dance in No-
vember with Mike Seastrom 
and Hunter Keller.

Roy Okada
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Caller Deborah Car-
roll-Jones and VT Pres-
ident Don Krall at the 

visitation to the Boots & 
Slippers.



Well, we finally did it at a 
visitation. Thirty-two Valley 
Trailers showed up for the 
September visitation. This 
was for the Sierra Hillbillies’ 
50th Anniversary. In all, 131 
dancers attended, 15-16 
squares which filled the hall.  
The Buckles and Bows had 
hoped to have more present 
than we did, but they only 
had 22!  Maybe we'll do it 
again soon. 

Four of our recent graduates 
attended and received their 
first visitation credit, a won-

derful start toward their white 
trailer dangle. Those present 
were Eleanore, Francine, 
Linda, and Marvin. 

Pat Carnathan called a fun 
and lively dance. He was 
also patient with some of us. 
Near the beginning, he said 
"sides face," but didn't say 
Grand Square"!  He had us 
in lines. The playful side of 
Pat showed when he said he 
was flicking hair off my back. 
Later he said he was fooling 
around. Trying to get a pho-
to of him calling was impos-
sible.  His wife, Monica, said 
he's like a blur when he's 
calling.  I had to have him 
pose after getting a bunch of 
out-of-focus shots. 

Our own Cindy Mower cued 
enthusiastically for the round 
dancers. 

A dinner was included with 
admission, but most of it was 
gone when the third group’s 
turn was announced. But we 
didn't go without eating. A 
large group went to the Lazy 
Dog Cafe for dinner. No one 
at the dinner won a door prize 
or a raffle! Did anyone else?

Sue Cohen,
 Visitation Chair

their traditional black and 
white club outfits.
   
President Bill Armstrong con-
ceded this time, but says just 
wait, the Valley Trailers’ anni-
versary dance is coming soon.

Roy Okada

The good natured on-going ri-
valry between the Valley Trail-
ers and the Buckles & Bows 
came to a climax at the Sier-
ra Hillbillies’ 50th Anniversary 
dance.  Both clubs had their 
official club visitation for the 
event.  Each club’s president 
wanted a larger turnout of 
members than the other club.
   
VT president Don Krall ex-
horted the VT members at 
the class graduation not to 
allow the Buckles & Bows to 
reign again by being the larg-
est visiting club.  The Buckles 
& Bows’ president, Bill Arm-
strong, made an announce-
ment at the break at the 
Happy Squares’ club dance, 
reminding his members of 
the visitation the next day 
and that the VT club will also 
be attending the anniversary 
dance in Newhall.
   
The following day, a scenar-
io similar to one in the mov-
ie "Westside Story" with the 
Sharks and Jets was on full 
display.  On one side of the 
dance hall sat the 33 VT 
members dressed in their 
black and red club outfits.  
On the opposite side sat the 
24 Buckles & Bows wearing 

Rivalry
Between VT 
and Buckles
&& Bows

Sue Cohen,
Visitation Chair

Cohen’s
Corner

11



Visitation to Sierra Hillbillies’
Anniversary Dance

9/10/17 
Caller: Pat Carnathan

12



Host and Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and call Mary Beatty at 
818-363-0009.

Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

9/30 (Advanced)
Kathryn McKee

John Tucker

10/21
Bob Davis

Carole Davis
David Ptashne
Sherril Ptashne

11/18
Bob Mitchell

Cinda Molitoris
Marlene Kane
Larry Atmore

12/16
John Carpenter
May Carpenter

Ray Cianci
Jacob Sobel

9/30 (Advanced)
None Assigned

10/21
Helene Hirsch

Pat Krokaugger
Lori Stanton
Linda Thau

11/18
Larry Matz
Tina Matz

Marc Moore
Vicki Moore

12/16
Sandra DeBear
Lourdes Koch

Steve Koch
Gary Menke

Refreshment 
Committee 
Schedule

    September 30
Anita Sheidenberger

10/03 Tom Potter
10/05 Nancy Hyde
10/05 Rob Starks
10/07 Richard Light
10/09 Toba Burg
10/10  Barbara Weintraub
10/16   Jeanette Williams
10/19 Marty Henriks
10/20 Steven Koch
10/25 Hal Gould
10/25 Dorothy Nolt
10/26 Hiroko Pipes
10/28 Bill Tapp

10/07 John and Anita
 Sheidenberger
10/21 Danny and Ethel 

Ball
10/22 Don and Phyllis

 Goldstein

13



The Valley Trailers at dinner after the Sierra Hillbillies’ Dance 

Needed
You have surely noticed that 
we have been having some 
impressive decorations at 
our recent theme dances, 
and we’re planning to con-
tinue with this, but we need 
some common things  to do 
it, and here is where you 
come in. We will be needing 
the following things:
• Cardboard centers from 
toilet paper rolls
• Any color tissue paper
• Any color curling ribbon 
• 8” x 12” cardboard boxes

We are also looking for some 
things that could be bor-
rowed and returned after the 
dance is over. For the Feb-
ruary dance, we need two 
to four soda fountain stools. 
For the July dance, we need 
surf boards, any size swim 
flippers, and beach songs on 
CD. We would welcome any 
gift cards for decorations to
Party City, Michael’s,
Joanne’s,  and Hobby Lobby. 
If you can help with any of 
these things, please see Rob 
or Joy.

                  

Save the
Date - 

December 10
The Valley Trailers’ annu-
al Holiday Party will be on 
December 10, so mark your 
calendars. Details can be 
found in the vice presidents’ 
message on page 3.  

We thank our officers and vol-
unteers who get together and 
help create the atmosphere 
that we hope you enjoy at the 
dances and the holiday party.
  Joy Starks

November
Dance

November 18th is Valley Trail-
ers’ 63rd Anniversary dance. 
Club members, don’t forget 
to wear your Club outfits.

Sandy and Bill 14



MEMBERSHIP

Mary Beatty

This is a friendly reminder if 
you have not already paid 
your annual membership 
dues.  Your 2017-2018 dues 
should be paid by September 
30th, otherwise you will be 
considered delinquent and 
your name will be dropped 
from the Club roster.  If by 
chance you are not renew-
ing,  please let me know by 
returning the Member Info 
Sheet and state the reason 
why (optional). 

Thank you to those who have 
already renewed their mem-
bership.  Remember, YOU 
are what makes the Club 
great, so please send in your 
dues and support the Board 
in any way that you can.

We are happy to have the 
September graduates shown 
here join the Club, so please 
welcome them into your 
squares when you see them 
at a dance.

Mary Beatty,
Membership

Bill Drowatzky

Denise Kurtzer

Marvin Schlossman

Francine Golden

Alice Handel

New Members

These are the newest mem-
bers of our club. If you see 
them at a dance, be sure to 
go up and introduce yourself.

15
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Bob Mitchell,
Editor

Editor Sez
my column for this month, I 
will share some opinions and 
observations with you about 
this role.

I am familiar with how Joy 
and Rob did this job be-
cause I served as an angel 
for the class for a year or so 
until leaving when we be-
gan going to a higher level 
class that unfortunately was 
held on the same night as 
the Plus class. Joy and Rob 
have done a really super 
job in running the class in a 
way that met the objectives 
of the class. For the record, 
I expect that few would argue 
with the statement that the 
primary objective, and prob-
ably the sole objective, of the 
class is to recruit, train, and 
develop new dancers who 
will go on to become regular 
dancers and ideally become 
members of the Club. With-
out this, it is only a matter 
of time until natural attrition 
reduces our numbers to the 
point where our Club would 
no longer be viable and we 
would join the many other 
clubs that have disappeared 
over the past few years.

The approach Joy and Rob 
used that was so success-
ful was to assign each new 
dancer an angel for each 
class night. If a couple want-
ed to dance together, they 
were allowed to do so as long 
as they were able to keep up 
and not break their square 
down. Students were rotated 
among the angels from week 
to week, and each square 
would have no more than 
four students in it, and often 

fewer. These set-up squares 
with the students danced at 
the front of the hall so the 
instructor could easily see 
who was having problems, 
and where extra help might 
be needed. Other Club mem-
bers who came to dance but 
were not in use as angels 
were asked to dance starting 
behind the squares up front. 
The success rate of the pre-
set squares was very high, 
often 100%. This meant that 
not only were the students 
“getting it”, they also had the 
satisfaction of feeling a sense 
of accomplishment and prog-
ress from week to week, and 
as a result, the dropout rate 
was very low. I know that 
Joy in particular put a lot of 
effort into this every week to 
know who was coming and 
who wasn’t, to match up the 
students with appropriate 
angels, and to put together 
squares with roughly equal 
capability. Sometimes this 
meant making adjustments in 
the makeup of some squares 
on the fly. As a result of Joy 
and Rob’s efforts in this, the 
Club graduated some very 
good dancers over the last 
two years, and in fact most of 
them did join the Club. Some 
time when you see Joy and 
Rob, it would be appropriate 
to commend them for what 
they have done for our Club.

There are two mysteries as-
sociated with this that I don’t 
understand. One is why the 
Club doesn’t use the same 

Here it is September again, 
and that means it’s the time 
when our Club promotes 
dancers from the Mainstream 
class to Plus and graduates 
dancers from the Plus class 
who will ideally join the Club 
and attend our dances as 
well as go to other clubs’ 
dances with us. To add to 
the excitement of all this, we 
also have two staff changes 
that don’t necessarily occur 
each year. One is that Don 
Schadt is retiring from his in-
structor role of many years. I 
don’t know how many years 
he has taught for us, but it is 
at least more than the four 
years since we first took his 
beginners’ class, so it has 
been quite a while. The other 
change is the class coordina-
tor for the Plus class. Joy and 
Rob Starks have performed 
this function for the last two 
years, and Alan Epstein has 
agreed to take it over starting 
with the new class now. For 

Continued on
Page 17 16



approach for the Mainstream 
class. It would seem that the 
benefit could be even great-
er here. Once new dancers 
have completed MS and have 
moved on to the Plus class, 
they have already invested 
some time and effort in the 
activity and are less likely to 
drop out, but new dancers in 
an MS class have made no 
such investment and would 
be more likely to become dis-
couraged and drop out. Joy 
and Rob’s approach goes a 
long way in avoiding this. 

The second mystery is why 
so many of the Club mem-
bers who came to class but 
weren’t dancing in the pre-
set squares were so vocal 
in their complaints about not 
being allowed to dance up 
front and join in with the pre-
set squares. I can only as-
sume that they didn’t under-
stand what the objective of 
the class is. I know that Joy 
took a lot of grief over this, 
but to her credit, she let it roll 
off, held firm, and did her job. 

Much of what was behind 
these complaints, and anoth-
er component of this mystery, 
is the fact that the squares 
these people were in had 
rather low success rates, 
and this for multi-year mem-
bers with multi-year dancing 
experience dancing to class 
level material. That is a mys-
tery I will likely never under-
stand.
The primary thing that 

prompted me to write on this 
topic was a conversation Dol-
va had with a square dancing 
friend who has no involve-
ment with the Valley Trailers, 
but is connected with one of 
the other local clubs here in 
the Valley. Dolva’s friend was 
telling her about the chatter 
in her club about all of the 
problems the Valley Trailers’ 
class was having because of 
all these complaints. Now I 
understand that in any orga-
nization as large as the Val-
ley Trailers, there are going 
to be rifts and disagreements 
among members, but it is 
very unfortunate when these 
issues get out to become the 
topic of conversation in other 
clubs. If we as Club members 
have issues within the Club, 
we really need to learn to zip 
it up and keep them among 
ourselves. We sometimes 
describe ourselves as one of 
the premier clubs in the SFV, 
but if we keep this up, no one 
is going to believe us.

Editor Sez
Continued from Page 16

Clothing
Rack

September 2017

Well, we had another good 
night for selling to all the new 
and the not so new students. 
We made $404. Yeah, not 
too bad!

I wish to thank all the won-
derful members who helped 
me set up and take down 
the racks; you have no idea 
how much that helps me out. 
Again thank you so much.

Renee Krall

Rob, Joy, Gail, 
and Nick show 
off their Val-
ley Trailer 

T-shirts. Does 
this photo look 
a little strange 

to you?
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Mainstream 
Coordinators’’ 

Message

Danny and Ethel Ball,
Mainstream Coordinators

rants who do this. Note that 
you will need to have a copy 
of this flyer with you in or-
der for the Club to get the 
20% of your order. The one 
above will work, but we will 
be emailing a reminder to 
all members with an email 
address shortly before the 
event with the flyer attached 
that may be easier to print.

Hello, Mainstream Students!  
We are proud to announce 
that we have three students 
who have been promoted to 
the Plus level.  They are Ron 
Getchius, Jan Schaffer, and
Richard  Rose.  Additional stu-
dents will be continuing with
the Mainstream class in Sep-
tember.  We also hope to be
getting new beginning stu-
dents.  If you are enjoying our 
classes, please invite your 
friends and family to give it a
try.  Remember to tell them 
that their first night is free!
Hope to see you on Tuesday!!

Ethel and Danny Ball,
Mainstream Class

 Coordinators

We have another fund rais-
er for the Club in the works, 
so mark your calendars for 
Monday the 18th and plan 
to come out and eat big. 
The nice thing about this 
restaurant, in addition to 
serving good food, is that 
they are more generous in 
what they give the Club than 
many of the other restau-

Here’s Bob Baier 
with his trademark 

smile. I wonder 
what he’s thinking 

about.



I officially assume the title 
of Plus Class Coordinator 
on September 12.  As my 
first official act, I would like 
to welcome the new Plus 
class members.  They are 
(and please forgive me if I 
misspell your name): Ron 
Getchius, Jan Schaffer, Bet-
ty Jo Weinstein, Arnie Key-
ser, Beverly Keyser, Judith 
Toomey, Richard Rose, Dor-
othy Stabinsky, Nancy Za-
visch, Margaret Davis, and 
Don Davis. 

I will do my best to make the 
Plus classes fun and a good 
learning experience for the 
new members and for all the 
angels who are so generous 
with their time in helping us.  
As I was being tutored by 
Joy (and Rob) these last few 
weeks, I came to realize how 
complicated this could be.  I 
would appreciate being no-
tified as soon as possible if 

you cannot attend the sched-
uled Tuesday night class.  
This is because I will (as Joy 
did) start arranging the next 
week’s Plus squares within 
one or two days from the pre-
vious Tuesday night’s class.  
I understand that situations 
may change at any time.  So, 
for those who don’t have it 
yet, my cell phone number is 
818-621-5822.  You may call 
up until 10:00 pm any night.  

As I have mentioned before, 
I do not answer the phone if 
I do not recognize the num-
ber (we’ve all had too many 
junk calls, so I’m sure you 
understand why).  Just leave 
a message with your phone 
number and I will call you 
back.  Please indicate until 
how late it is okay for me to 
call you. I cannot have all the 
Valley Trailers’ phone num-
bers in my phone.  However, 
if the Plus class members, 
including angels, will give 
me their phone numbers, I 
will put them in my phone.  
Then, when you call, your 
name should come up and I 
will know to answer it if I can.  
I realize some issues for you 
may not occur until immedi-
ately before class time.  Even 
so, please call me.  Please 
do not assume I will know 
you’re not coming if you don’t 
show up by 8:00 pm.  Even 
a few minutes notice will give 
me a little time to re-work the 
squares that I set up.

Congratulations to all the 
Plus dancers who are the 
newest members of Valley 
Trailers: Bill Drowatzky, Mar-

Alan Epstein,
Plus Coordinator

Plus
Coordinator’s

Message

vin Schlossman, Francine 
Golden, Alice Handel, Denise 
Kurtzer, and Linda Currie.  
(As above, please forgive me 
for any misspellings). 

I’m looking forward to seeing 
everyone, both Plus class 
students and angels, on 
Tuesday nights, and at danc-
es.  We are very fortunate to 
be getting Charlie Robert-
son to replace our beloved, 
semi-retired, Don Schadt.

Alan Epstein, 
Plus Class 

Coordinator
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 Official Visitation
 VT Club members - Don’t forget to 

        wear club colors.

Boots & Slippers
10/28 Darren Gallina
11/19 Hunter Keller 
12/31 New Year’s Eve 
Party

Buckles & Bows
10/28 Mike Seastrom
11/25 Mike Sikorsky
12/23 Dark 

Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
10/07 Hunter Keller
11/04 Buddy Weaver
12/02 David Mee
 
Happy Squares
10/14 Buddy Weaver
11/11 Dark
12/09 Romney Tannehill

Sierra Hillbillies
10/01 Andy Allemao
11/05 Hunter Keller
12/03 Rod Shuping

Trail Dusters
10/14 Tim Pepper
11/11 Andy Allemao
12/09 Dark

Western Weavers
10/13 Mike Hogan
10/28 Vic Kaaria
11/10 Rick Hampton
11/24 Dark
12/28 Ken Bower

Recommended Dance

Date: October 7 
Club: Lads ‘n’ Lassies
Level: Plus
Caller: Hunter Keller
Theme: Black Cat Ball, 54th Anniversary
Location: Wilkinson Center 
Time:       Rounds at 7:30, Squares at 8:00

   
   Date: October 8
   Club: A Square D
   Level:      Plus
   Callers:  Jay Henderson & Steve Moore 
   Theme:   Presidential Ball and 69th Anniversary
   Location: Hawthorne Memorial Center 
                  3901 W. El Segundo Blvd., Hawthorne
   Time: Rounds at 1:30pm, squares at 2:00pm
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Weekend Events

November Magic
November 3, 4, 5

Full Power Plus Weekend
Callers: Jet Roberts & Kip Garvey

Plymouth
Info: 800-339-6981

Harvest 
Hoedown
Oct. 27, 28, 29

Mainstream, Plus,
Advanced
Callers:  

Charlie Robertson,
Ray Brendzy,

Bobby Poyner, 
Matt Worley

Yuba City, CA
Info: (530)520-0115

61st Annual Jubilee
October 6 - 8

Callers:  
Michael Kellogg, 

Bill Harrison, 
Andy Allemao
Plus, Advanced, 

Challenge
San Jose, CA

Info:  
scvsda.org/jubilee

408-774-1570

Fiesta 2017
November 3, 4, 5

Mainstream thru 
Challenge

Callers:  
Don Moger,

Eric Henerlau, 
Andy Allemao,
Pat Carnathan

Balboa Park,
San Diego

Info (619) 890-4058

Winter 
Festival
January 19 - 21, 2018

Callers:  
Bob Baier, Jerry Story, 

Tony Oxendine, 
Michael Kellogg, 

Eric Henerlau
Info:  281-933-0088

King City

21st Riverside County 
Square Dance Festival

November 9, 10, 11 & 12
Callers:   Mike Sikorsky, Tony Oxendine, Ken 

Bower, Gary Shoemake, Wade Driver
Inf0:  865-387-2217 

20



Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

October 13
Anne Uebelacker

November 10
Dark

December 8
Ben Rubright

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club

Valley Trailers
Advanced

Dan Nordbye
September 30

Wilkinson Center,

Northridge

 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A1/A2

October 27
November 24
December 22

Dark
8:00 - 10:30 PM

Canoga Park
Women’s Club

Caller - Buddy Weaver Double SDs
Vista Community 

Center
A2 w/C-1 Star Tips

October 7
Buddy Weaver

October 21
Michael Haworth

November 8
Dark

November 18
Pat Carnathan

December 2
Romney Tannehill

December 16
Johnny Preston

 
Info:  760 822-6918

Day of A
October 29

A1 in AM, A2 in PM
Caller:  Ken Ritucci
Mel’s Dance Hall

Info 413-262-1875

Los Baños 
Delight

March 9, 10, 11, 2018
A2 w/C1 Sessions

Callers:
Jet Roberts
Jerry Story

Info. 707-489-6819 21



October
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Square
Dance
Class

4 5
Round 
Dance 
Class

6 7 Farmers &
Charmers/Lads
‘N’ Lassies
Caller:
Hunter Keller

8
Presidents

 Ball
Sierra
Hillbillies 
Caller: 
Andy
Allemao

9  Board
Meeting

7:30   Don
& Renee

Krall’s home

10
Square
Dance
Class

11 12
Round 
Dance 
Class

13
Western
Weavers
Caller:Mike 
Hogan

14 Happy
Squares
Caller: Buddy
Weaver
Trail Dusters
Caller: Tim 
Pepper

15 16 17
Square
Dance
Class

18 19
Round 
Dance 
Class
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21         VT
Valley
Trailers
Caller:
David Mee

22 23 24
Square
Dance
Class

25 26 Camp
     Out

Round 
Dance 
Class

27  Camp
  Out

Western
Weavers
Caller: Vic
Kaaria

28 Picnic 
Boots
& Slippers
Caller: Darren
Gallina
Buckles & 
Bows
Caller: Mike
Seastrom

29 30 31
Square
Dance 
Class

Halloween

22

Visitation
October 7, 2017
Lads ‘N’ Lassies

Caller:
Hunter keller

Recommend
October 8, 2017
Presidents Ball

Callers:
Jay Henderson 
Steve Moore



Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Valley Trailers
Dance Schedule

Date Theme Caller

10/21 David Mee

11/18
63rd

Anniversary
Mike Seastrom
Hunter Keller

12/16 Dee Dee Dougherty

01/20
2 0 1 8 Mike Hogan

2 / 1 7
Charlie Robertson

3 / 1 7
Dark - go to 

Bakersfield Fiesta

4 / 2 1
Bob Knowles

5 / 2 0
Dan Nordbye


