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Board
Meeting

December 11,  7:30pm

Dave & Sherril Ptashne’s 
house.

All VT Members are
welcome!

to keep our Club the best it 
can be. Please think about 
this over the next few months 
as we will be looking for new 
board members starting in 
the months of April and May, 
2018. As President Kennedy 
once said: “Don’t ask what 
your country can do for you, 
but what you can do for your 
country. So again, please 
think about what you can do 
for your Club.

As always, yellow rocks to 
all. 

Don and ReneeAnother year has gone by 
and we are at the Holidays 
again. Renee and I would 
like to wish all of you a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, 
Feliz Navidad, and a very, 
very wonderful New Year.
      
This New Year will be our 
64th year as a club. Many 
of our Club members have 
put their best foot forward 
and made our Club in our 
minds the best. We need 
the help of all our members 

At our October 21 dance with 
David Mee, Jean Woodard 
was the winner of the Club 
member drawing. The pot 
was only $10, which is one 
of the smaller ones in some 
time, but look at it this way 
– she took home $10 more 
than any of the rest of us 
did, so congratulations Jean! 
Next month is our anniversa-
ry dance with Hunter Keller 
and Mike Seastrom, and the 
pot resets to $10 again. If 
you’re not there, it is guaran-
teed that you won’t win, but 
if you are there, it is guar-
anteed that you will have a 
good time, and you just might 
win the pot as well. 

Club
Member 
Drawing
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work out, so this will be a real 
treat.
A little about Dee Dee for all 
the newbies out there - she 
is known as a real world trav-
eler, having called in coun-
tries all over Europe, Japan, 
and most anywhere else you 
might name, she has proba-
bly called there too.

Dee Dee’s home is in Minne-
sota, but when winter sets in, 
you'll find her heading south 
to thaw out, maybe in Arizo-
na or how about California. 
How does Northridge sound? 
Great! 

Dee Dee is a most enter-
taining personality and fun 
to dance to as you'll find out 
on the16th. Dee Dee has a 
whole bunch of friends here 
in our little world, and I am 
one of them, so we'll all be 
on the floor together putting 
our hands together in appre-
ciation of her talents.

See you then,
Bob Davis,

Caller Coordinator

She’s  Back 

Dee Dee Dougherty-Lottie 
will be on our stage to help 
us say goodbye to 2017 and 
hello 2018. It has been a few 
years since Dee Dee has 
called for us, as sometimes 
scheduling just doesn’t quite 

Dee Dee
Dougherty-Lottie,

Caller

Bob Davis,
Caller Coordinator

the Board.  These positions 
are for a term of one year 
and many have been on the 
board for many years in vari-
ous positions.  To have such 
a great group of volunteers 
has helped maintain the ex-
istence and the success of 
the club. Why am I writing 
this article?  As the member 
responsible for making the 
assignments for Host/Host-
ess and Kitchen Help for our 
dances, I have noticed that 
many members are NOT 
'holding up' their responsibil-
ities to at least come to help 
for about 2-3 hours once ev-
ery 12-16 months.  I don't 
think that is too much for a 
club to ask of its members--
even board members are as-
signed to help at the dances.  
Check your newsletter each 
month to see if you are as-
signed to help at a dance.  
It is your responsibility to 
switch with someone else 
assigned for a future dance if 
a certain date is not conve-
nient for you.  I send out re-
minder emails about 5 days 
before the dance.  Most of 
the time members respond 
to me that 'they can't make 
it' (or just don't show up) and 
guess what, yours truly and 
my husband have to fill in.  I 
don't think that is fair to us, or 
anyone else who takes their 
turn. Some have ignored 
helping for years! The Board 
and I sincerely thank those 
members who come and 
help at the dances and other 
Club functions. 

Please support your club.
Mary Beatty

Ask Your 
Self This

Why am I a Valley Trailers 
member, other than to be a 
part of the best club in the val-
ley? Square dance clubs are 
formed and operated by vol-
unteers.  If members do not 
volunteer, then over a period 
of time, clubs cease to exist.
Over the span of 63 years, 
the Valley Trailers SDC has 
been very fortunate to have 
members volunteer to be on 
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Rob & Joy Starks,
Vice Presidents

to try on on Tuesday nights 
at the class from 7-9:45 pm 
at the Wilkinson Center.  For 
further information, call Joy 
Starks at 661-259-4261. You 
will be able to try on a sample 
so you can decide for your-
self.  The cost is only $16.00 
for the skirt.  The Board has 
chosen this vintage rose 
skirt to be worn with a solid 
black blouse of your choice 
with a black elastic belt, a 
black slip and shoes.  In an 
effort to give the Valley Trail-
ers a recognizable identity, 
the Board has decided not 
to allow other adornments, 
such as the addition of lace 
or bows.  You may, of course, 
shorten the skirt or purchase 
a second skirt to make a full-
er skirt.  The Board has ap-
proved new Club outfits for 
the guys as well.  The men’s 
outfit consists of black pants, 
a western cut black shirt with 
white piping around the yoke, 
and a red tie. The rose print 
will be appliquéd in the cen-
ter of the yoke.  The black 
western cut shirts with white 
piping are available from 
Sheplers and JCPenny.com 
on line.  The western shirts 
are not available in Penny’s 
stores locally.  Only Sheplers 
carries big and tall sizes.  Our 
own Judie Goldstein is willing 
to appliqué your yoke for only 
$15.00.  We figure each skirt 
can make about two yokes.  
If you get together with other 
men, you can share the cost 
of the fabric.  If you need Ju-
die to make a red tie for you, 
the cost will be $12.00 which 
includes the fabric cost.  Jud-
ie’s number is 818-344-7937.  
We hope all Valley Trailers 

members will want to show 
unity and cohesiveness.  We 
want to look the same so that 
at visitations and conven-
tions, it will be apparent that 
the Valley Trailers are there!  
These striking outfits will give 
the Valley Trailers a recog-
nizable identity.  We have a 
good club and great mem-
bers.  We can show it with 
our new outfits!

Our Holiday Party is com-
ing up soon, December 10th 
from 2-5pm at the Wilkinson 
Center in Northridge.  We 
are excited to have The Giv-
ing Music band play for us.  
Everyone is invited.  The ad-
mittance fee for VT members 
and our guests is one of the 
following:  main dish, sal-
ad, or dessert.  Each couple 
should bring enough food to 
serve 8 people and singles 
should bring enough food 
to serve 4 people. If you or 
your guest would prefer not 
to bring a food item, you may 
pay $10.00 at the time you 
sign up.  This event will have 
no cashier or treasurer so it 
will not be possible to pay the 
day of the party.  Food sign-
ups or a non-food $10.00 en-
try fee will be due by Decem-
ber 1st. Look for the sign-up 
sheets at Tuesday classes 
or VT club dances.  If neces-
sary, you can call Joy Starks 
at 661-259-4261 to reserve 
your place.  For our food 
theme, we chose Italian.  Our 
main dish will be lasagna; 
you may bring chicken, beef, 

November 18th is our Val-
ley Trailers’ 63rd anniver-
sary celebration with Mike 
Seastrom and Hunter Keller 
calling for us.  Our favorite 
cuer, Cindy Mower, will be 
cueing the rounds. Special 
appetizers will be provid-
ed by the Board members. 
Anita will be ordering an an-
niversary cake and Nick is 
making a carrot cake to add 
to the celebration.  Dolva is 
making posters with pictures 
of past years to be on display 
in the hall.  The fun begins 
at 7:15 pm with rounds and 
8:00 pm with squares at the 
Wilkinson Center. 

This is a special time to wear 
our Club outfits as Dolva will 
be taking our official Club pic-
ture.  If you haven’t already 
gotten your outfit, it is not too 
late.  Joy Starks has them in 
all sizes from small to 2xlg.  
Joy will have sample skirts 

Continued on 
Page 4



Every year beginning in Sep-
tember, the square dance 
clubs in our area begin their 
annual new student enroll-
ment drive.  The critical need 
for the infusion of new square 
dancers is obvious because 
they represent the future life-
blood of square dancing ev-
erywhere. 

   
The prognostication for the 
future of the Valley-Ventura 

area clubs can be measured 
in a manner similar to that of 
the blood pressure of an in-
dividual.  The square dance 
classes in the immediate 
area can be judged by the 
total number of participants 
attending class on average 
each week, with the empha-
sis being on the number of 
new students.  The following 
tabulation of attendance was 
compiled for the week ending 
October 25. The “other” cate-
gory includes club members 
who attend to serve as an-
gels, and other club members 
as well as non-club members 
who come for the workshop 
experience.

Buckles & 
Bows

Boots &
 Slippers

Trail 
Dusters

Valley 
Trailers

Students - 35 Students - 16 Students - 30 Students - 23

Others - 77 Others - 80 Others - 56 Others - 50

squares are not much fun, 
and if they don’t find square 
dancing to be fun, they will 
soon disappear.

The presidents of the above 
listed clubs and their board 
members, along with the 
guidance of the Associated 
Square Dancers District Di-
rector Linda Kaplan, have 
shown that their hard work 
and dedication can produce 
promising results.

Roy Okada

Local Class 
Enrollments

The importance of having 
strong dancers willing to 
serve as angels is two-fold.  
First, there is always a dispro-
portionate number of women 
who need dance partners, 
which makes having extra 
men, or women capable of 
dancing the man’s part, es-
pecially important.  Secondly, 
having strong, experienced 
dancers available to help 
populate the squares with 
new dancers in them adds 
considerably to the effective-
ness of the learning process 
as well as to the overall en-
joyment of the evening. The 
new dancers will find out very 
quickly that broken down 

or veggie lasagna.  It’s your 
choice.  Or you may bring a 
green salad, a fruit salad, or 
a dessert.  Bring your food 
item to the check-in table on 
the lawn by the kitchen at the 
north entrance when you ar-
rive.   Remember to bring a 
new toy or stuffed animal that 
will be donated and make this 
holiday special for a child.  
You can place your gift along 
the front of the stage.  

Our committee has spent 
months preparing for this 
event and we want it to be 
a memorable afternoon with 
friends.  The decorations are 
all handmade and will bring 
back memories of years past.  
The centerpieces will be giv-
en to someone at each table 
to take home with them.  This 
promises to be an elegant af-
fair, one that you will not want 
to miss!

Joy and Rob Starks,
Vice Preidents
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Halloween
Happening

Our leader puts on a new 
face - Don Krall

were no Mainstream danc-
ers sitting out during the Plus 
tips. This seemed to work out 
very well, and David kept the 
level such that most of the 
squares were dancing most 
of the time with relatively few 
breakdowns. We didn’t get 
an exact count of the num-
ber of squares up for the 
A1 tip, but it was either five 
or six. David kept the lev-
el for this to what he judged 
to be the ability of the floor, 
and most of the squares 
seemed to do OK with it.

The Valley Trailers’ dances 
have drawn 14 squares or 
more at each dance since 
the July dance, and the string 
may have even extended to 
June were it not for the pow-
er outage that cancelled the 
dance. In this era of clubs 
seeing single digit numbers 
of squares in attendance 
at their dances, it sounds 
like the Valley Trailers are 
doing OK. But that doesn’t 
mean we can slack off. We 
must continue to support 
our dances and encourage 
others to come as well to in-
sure the future of our Club.

and Sue Kolley in very real 
looking pirate outfits took first 
place. Second place went to 
Wendell and Deanne Lang-
man, who were dressed 
as a king and queen,

Wendell & Deanne
Langman

and third place went to Bob 
and Carole Davis who were 
dressed as an old-time west-
ern sheriff and a saloon girl. 

Bob & Carole Davis
Our president was dressed 
as a hobo with face paint 
and the whole works that 
was so well done that at first 
sight he was hard to recog-
nize. The Valley Trailers’ 
friends and members cer-
tainly are a creative bunch.

David called a very nice and 
interesting dance at a level 
that seemed about right for 
the level of the floor. Don 
Krall had instructed him to 
only call Plus tips based on 
the observation that when we 
were alternating tips, there 

Our third Saturday dance in 
October with David Mee call-
ing and Cindy Mower on the 
rounds came off very well. 
We had 15 squares at the 
beginning, and most danc-
ers stayed for most of the 
evening, although we were 
down to five squares for the 
last tip. Rob and Joy Starks, 
along with their cohorts Nick 
and Gail and Anita and John, 
again had arranged for some 
very nice decorations which 
reflected the Halloween 
theme. Many of the dancers 
came in costume, some quite 
elaborate. As promised, priz-
es were given for the best 
ones, and Rick de la Torre 

Sue Kolley
& Rick de la Torre 5
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Square 
Dancing 
in Japan
My mission was accom-
plished - when I went to Ja-
pan in October, I hoped to 
dance there. I was able to 
attend a weekly dance on 
Sunday, the 22nd, from 9-12 
in the morning. The hall was 
opened at 9 and they set up, 
then danced for two and one-
half hours without a break. 
As a tip ended, they scat-
tered to form a new square. 
There were four callers who 
rotated. 

The club is in Tokyo and it is 
the Chiyoda Square Dance 
Club.  There were no refresh-
ments, not even water in the 
room!!  You had to go into the 
lobby for a water fountain. I 
had fun dancing there and my 
friend enjoyed watching and 
taking photos. Many people 
visited with her, including one 
who used a translator on his 
phone. 

I think they had 150-200 
dancers there. The club has 
around 300 members.  On 
October 28, they were cele-
brating their 45th anniversa-
ry. Jerry Story and Tony Ox-
endine were the callers. 

Sue Cohen 7

Here’s what flyers look like in 
Japan. Do you recognize Jerry 

and Tony?

Save the
Date!

The Club is planning another 
fund raiser event for Janu-
ary 15 at Chi Chi’s Restau-
rant at 9080 Tampa Blvd in 
Northridge. They will give us 
15% of the receipts, and it 
applies for lunch and dinner, 
either eat in or take-out. You 
will need to show a flyer for 
the Club to get credit for this. 
We will be emailing out flyers 
shortly before the 15th, and 
you may either print out the 
flyer or show it in the email 
message on your iPhone or 
other mobile device at the 
restaurant.

   Sue Cohen



RIVCO
2017

dances. On Saturday night 
after the dance, several of 
the callers participated in a 
program where the callers 
sang while the dancers ate 
cookies, or in some cases 
did some social dancing. If 
you’ve never been to this 
event, you should definitely 
put it on your list of to-dos for 
next year. It’s always a very 
good time.

The 21st annual Riverside 
County Square and Round 
Dance Festival, aka RIV-
CO, took place in Indio over 
the weekend of November 
9 through 12. It was perfect 
fall weather in the desert, 
with daytime temperatures 
in the 70s, and bright sun-
ny skies for most days. We 
didn’t get a count on the at-
tendance, but it seemed to 
be somewhat more than in 
the last couple of years. One 
report we heard later put 
the count at 1200. The Val-
ley Trailers were quite well 
represented; we counted 16 
members there, but we may 
have missed seeing some, 
and may have forgotten 
some in doing the count. The 
same two halls were used as 
in previous years, with the 
Swisstrax flooring put down 
over the cement floors, which 
makes a very nice surface 
for dancing. As before, Plus 
dancing was done in the larg-
er hall, with Advanced and 
Challenge levels scheduled 
for the smaller hall. Rounds 
were done between tips for 
the evening dances, and also 
in sessions scheduled at oth-
er times during the days.

The RIVCO event is always 
a very nicely done week-
end with an excellent calling 
staff and ice cream or cook-
ies served after the evening 8
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Host and Hostess
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help, and contact Mary Beat-
ty at 818-363-0009.

Kitchen Patrol
Please be there by 7:00 pm. 
It is your responsibility to find 
a replacement or switch with 
someone if you are unable to 
help. Also advise Mary Beat-
ty and Anita Sheidenberger.

12/16
Sandra DeBear
Lourdes Koch

Steve Koch
Gary Menke

1/20/18
Maureen Fried

Shelly Fried
Shawn O’Driscoll
Sandy Sabatino

2/17
Dawn Connor
Helene Hirsch

Pat Higgins
Larry Pettyjohn

12/16
John Carpenter
May Carpenter

Ray Cianci
Jacob Sobel

1/20/18
Ricky Campos

Rozanne Feldman
Vangie Freeman

Irma Taylor

2/17
Lee Baum

Denise Kurtzer
Marty Henriks
Sandy Henriks

Refreshment
 Committee
Schedule

12/16  Roy & Jean
Woodard

12/04       Lynn Bernheim
12/05       Ethel Ball
12/08       Ron Bernheim             
12/10       Viva Johnson
12/13       Ricky Campos
12/14       Joy Starks
12/21       Rozanne Feldman
12/27       Mehrnaz Friedman
12/27       Paul Kayne

12/03  
Chuck and Minnie McMurray 
12/25 
Ronald and Lynn Bernheim
12/29 
Don and Kristy Schadt

October 
Fund

Raiser
Thank you to all who attend-
ed the fundraiser at Mimi's 
Café on October 8.  We 
earned $120.97 for the Club. 
I am Iooking forward to an-
other fundraiser in January 
and hope to see many of you 
in attendance. And of course 
you may bring your non-Club 
member friends with you!         

              Sue Cohen
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Editor Sez

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

(presumably) successfully 
navigated through the se-
quence of calls back to a 
squared set and are ready to 
go again. And equally as im-
portant, perhaps even more 
so, the dancer is aware of 
where he (or she) is in each 
formation as the sequence 
of calls progresses. Is he a 
leader or a trailer? A belle or 
a beau? A center or an end? 
Is the formation right handed 
or left handed? The aware 
dancer must also be aware 
of the evolution of the for-
mations at each part of a call 
as the call is executed. This 
may be less important for 
short, simple calls such as 
Star Thru or Touch a Quarter, 
but is essential for multi-part 
calls such as Spin Chain and 
Exchange the Gears or Re-
lay the Deucey. It is also im-
portant in calls where some 
dancers have to pause mo-
mentarily while other danc-
ers complete their part of 
the call. Examples of this are 
waiting for the stars to form 
in Spin Chain the Gears be-
fore starting to rotate them, 
or waiting for the Pass Thru 
to complete before hinging to 
move into the star in Chain 
Reaction. The square aware 
dancer also must be a good 
listener. It is common to see 
a dancer make a mistake 
simply because he didn’t 
properly hear a call, or be-
cause he anticipated the call 
but in fact the actual call was 
something else.

The square aware danc-
er also monitors the move-
ments of other dancers in 

his square, perhaps not all 
of them, but at least those 
who are coming into posi-
tions where he is about to 
interact with them in doing 
the next call or part of the 
call. A hand extended to an 
approaching dancer to touch 
while doing the next action 
is always a good thing, and 
will sometimes help another 
dancer who may be unsure 
about what he is supposed 
to do next in the call. A quick 
point can also be helpful for 
a dancer who didn’t quite get 
the previous call, and this 
requires that the pointer is 
aware of what the pointee’s 
correct action is. 

There is one call we have en-
countered a couple of times 
in our dancing that intrigues 
me because of its simplici-
ty and at the same time the 
degree of difficulty it poses 
for many dancers. Starting 
from a beginning double 
pass through formation, the 
caller says, “Leaders do the 
first part twice, trailers do the 
call normally, all Pass the 
Ocean.” From the comfort of 
your chair as you read this, 
and with no time pressure, it 
is easy to visualize the flow 
as the call is executed and 
see that this will end in a right 
handed tidal wave. But even 
though it only involves one 
call on the Basic-2 list, in the 
heat of battle most dancers at 
a club level dance, or even at 
an Advanced dance, are go-
ing to crash and burn on this 

We were at a weekend event 
recently where I overheard 
a snippet of a conversation 
that included a reference to 
“square sense.” I wasn’t in-
volved in the conversation 
and didn’t hear anything 
about what they meant by 
square sense other than to 
hear that some people have 
it and others don’t. But it 
seems that the words are 
quite clear in their meaning 
all by themselves, although 
if I were to coin a term for 
what I think it means, I might 
have called it being “square 
aware.” That has a nice flow 
to it like square dance cho-
reography we see done by 
some of the better callers.

So what would it mean to 
be square aware? Perhaps 
several things, but primar-
ily it would have to mean 
that a dancer is aware of 
the square’s formation at 
all times as the choreogra-
phy progresses from the ini-
tial squared set to the point 
where the dancers have 

Continued on 
page 12 11



one. But if you’re a square 
aware dancer and were 
thinking even before the call 
came about where you were 
in the formation and whether 
you were a leader or a trailer, 
then this should be an easy 
one. Of course it helps if oth-
ers in your square are also 
square aware dancers, and 
it probably helps even more 
if you know the definition of 
Pass the Ocean, especially if 
you were in one of the four 
leader positions. Or the call-
er could have simply said, 
“Centers Pass Thru and all 
Pass the Ocean.” He would 
have gotten the same end 
result with probably a 100% 
success rate, but where’s the 
fun in that? If you wanted it all 
spoon-fed to you, you would 
have gone to a Mainstream 
class-level dance, right?

Bob Mitchell,
Editor

Continued from Page 11 Fall Picnic,
October 

2017
Thanks to the 50 brave souls 
who turned up for the Octo-
ber 28 Fall Picnic. The weath-
er was great for a day of fun, 
games, and conversation.
     
The bean bag throwing con-
test was attended by all who 
came early. The winners 
were:
1st Place:  Nick Koulax and 
Barbara Brown
2nd Place: Steven Koch and 
Carole Davis
3rd Place: Tom Beatty and 
Linda Kaplan
Each received gift cards from 
Trader Joe’s.
      
I would like to thank all the 
Club members who stepped 
up and helped with the bean 
bag toss, dog races, white el-
ephant sale, doing the dish-
es and a general clean up. It 
made a long weekend enjoy-
able for Renee and me. We 
wish to say thank you to all.

     
I will no longer be your Wag-
on Master effective as of the 
end of this Club year. After 
doing it for thirteen years, 
I would like to see some-
one else step up to keep 
this fun weekend going on.

Don Krall, 
Wagon Master

Above, John and Anita model 
the polo shirts that many of 
our members have that show 
their pride in the Valley Trailers 
Square Dance Club.
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Another
Opinion

Gail Koulax

our Club dances, and our 
Club activities.  

As Club members, we should 
always make an effort to walk 
around the hall, whether it 
is at our Club dances or at 
our Tuesday night classes. 
Sit down and chat a bit, in-
troduce yourself, you might 
be surprised at what a great 
group of square dancers we 
have in our class as well as 
in our square dance commu-
nity. To have a square dance, 
we must have dancers, so by 
all means I encourage every-
one to get to know our own 
new class members as well 
as our neighboring clubs and 
their square dance mem-
bers. Please make all square 
dancers feel wanted and wel-
comed at all times.

As everyone knows, learn-
ing a new activity can be a 
bit nerve-racking, especial-
ly when it is natural to want 
to succeed at anything you 
attempt. This is why I feel it 
is so important that our new 
class members experience 
an enjoyable learning en-
vironment where they can 
have fun while they feel se-
cure as they learn and strive 
to become successful square 
dancers. These new mem-
bers come out every Tues-
day, getting into the squares 
up front, eager and excited 
to learn with the hope that 
they can succeed, graduate, 
and join the rest of us in the 
square dance community, 
kicking up our heels and hav-
ing a great time square danc-
ing with friends.

Recently I watched as many 
of our new graduates danced 
at their first visitation and 
were able to dance a full tip 
without breaking down. If I 
could have captured the ex-
pressions on their faces, it 
would have been priceless. 
They glowed with pride, as 
well they should have. They 
are accomplished square 
dancers. I attribute this suc-
cess to our Valley Trailers’ 
“set student squares” pro-
gram as it has successfully 
graduated happy accom-
plished square dancers. This 
program of pre-set squares 
gives more or less equally 
balanced squares. The idea 
is to have an equal amount of 
experienced angels who can 
help the new dancers as they 
learn the calls. The discrete 
nudges and points in the right 
direction by our experienced 
angels help our new dancers 
get through each tip with lit-
tle if any time spend broken 
down. This makes for happy 
and successful students.
 
It was also mentioned in the 
Tidbits last month that some 
angels prefer not to dance in 
the back squares at Tuesday 
night class. I would say this to 
these angels: the Valley Trail-
ers need all types of angels 
to come out and support the 
Tuesday night class. Some 
will be those experienced an-
gels who can help direct our
new dancers in the front 
squares, and some will be 
those angels who are not
quite up to helping the new 
Continued on
Page 14

Last month I read an article in 
the Tidbits about our Tuesday 
night class. One of our VT 
members was reaching out 
to the Valley Trailers, asking 
them to join in and make our 
new class members feel wel-
come as well as letting them 
know we are interested in 
them and hope they will con-
tinue to come out and have 
fun with us.

I want to expand a bit on her 
thoughts as I agree with her. 
I feel very strongly that our 
new class members are the 
future of Valley Trailers as 
well as the future of square 
dancing. Without these new 
members, square dancing 
will become a thing of the 
past. We already see many 
clubs folding as well as a de-
cline in the number of new 
people interested in actually 
coming out to learn to square 
dance. Valley Trailers Club 
members (dancing or not) 
should definitely come out to 
support our class members, 13



dancers up front, but they 
will be valuable to the danc-
ers who dance in the back 
who are looking for support 
to strengthen their squares 
while they brush up on their 
skills. The Valley Trailers 
also need those angels who 
don’t dance any more, but 
can come out and provide 
moral support. I believe 
whole heartedly that we all 
have the same goal in mind 
so PLEASE come support 
the Valley Trailers in all of our 
Club functions, including our 
Tuesday night class.

I hope to see everyone at the 
holiday party.

See you in a square,

Gail Koulax 

Continued from
Page 13

Is this a familiar sight for you? If 
you’re a regular at the Indio or 
Bakersfield weekends, your an-
swer is yes. Cindy Bell is well 
known for her Margarita after-
parties.

All kinds of attire is seen at 
square dance events. We don’t 
know how comfortable these illu-
minated shoes were for the lady 
wearing them, but they certain-
ly did get some attention. The 
shoes come in different styles. 
The LED lights change colors as 
you walk and they are made by 
Hoverboard. 

14
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Visitation
Awards

10 Points – White Car
 Alan Epstein
 Rozanne Feldman
 Eddy Galeano
 Phyllis Perkins

20 Points – Blue Trailer
 Vangie Freeman

25 Points – Silver Trailer
 Irma Taylor

35 Points – Red Car
 Bonnie Bench
 Chuck McMurray
 Tova Sobel
 Doug Sobel
45 Points – Blue Car
 Madeline Johnson
 Danny Ball

50 Points – Silver Car
 Ethel Ball

60 Points – Red Boat
 Hal Gould
 John Sheidenberger

100 Points – Silver Bar
  Sandy Okada

450 Points – Gold Bar
  Tom Beatty

500 Points – Gold Bar
   Mylta Woodruff

15



Plus
Coordinator’s

Message

Alan Epstein,
Plus Coordinator

Otherwise, I assume you will 
be there.  Also, I need all the 
Plus class students to be 
there by 8:00 pm at the lat-
est, or I cannot guarantee 
you will be in one of the class 
squares.  However, you can 
still dance in one of the back 
open Plus squares.

I look forward to seeing you 
at Wilkinson.

Alan Epstein
Plus Coordinator

The Plus class is progress-
ing well.  Charlie’s calling 
style, plus his throwing in 
some calls by definition, 
keeps us on our toes and 
makes the class interesting 
and fun.  In fact, last Tues-
day, October 31, I can attest 
to the fact that no one in the 
Plus class made even one 
square dancing mistake.

Last month, I mentioned 
some websites that explain 
the Plus calls.  I hope you 
are taking advantage of 
them.  Remember, they can 
be accessed at www.valley-
trailers.org.

As a reminder, please call or 
text me at 818-621-5822 if 
you cannot make it to class.  

We are happy that many of 
our members have renewed 
their membership for anoth-
er fun-filled year of square 
dancing and other Club ac-
tivities.

Many of you no longer square 
dance, but retain your mem-
bership.  You are not forgot-
ten!  However, it is difficult to 
contact each and every one 
of you to ask if everything is 
OK.  I would like to encour-
age you to participate in the 
many activities the Club has, 
i.e., picnics, holiday party, 
etc.

For those who receive the 
Tidbits electronically, the up-
dated Club Roster will be or 
has been sent to you sepa-
rately.  For those receiving a 
'hard' copy of the Tidbits, the 
roster is attached.  Remem-
ber, if you have a change of 
address, phone number, or 
email, please let me (Mem-
bership) know ASAP.
Happy Holidays!
Mary Beatty, 
Membership

Membership

Mary Beatty,
Membership

16



Local Club Dances
 Official Visitation
 VT Club members - Don’t forget to 

        wear club colors.

Date: December 8
Club: Western Weavers
Level: Plus
Caller: Ken Bower
Theme: Benefit Dance for 
  Burbank Temporary Aid
Location: Joslyn Adult Center
Time:       Rounds at 7:30, Squares at 8:00

Recommended Dance

Date: December 2 
Club: Lads ‘N’ Lassies
Level: Plus
Caller: David Mee
Theme: Snowflake Shuffle
Location: Wilkinson
Time:       Rounds at 7:15, Squares at 8:00

Several clubs have 
not yet posted their 
callers for 2018. We 

will include the names 
here as they become 

available.

Boots & Slippers
12/31 New Year’s Eve 
Party

Buckles & Bows
12/23 Dark 

Farmers & Charmers,
Lads ‘N’ Lassies
12/02 David Mee
 
Happy Squares
12/09 Romney Tannehill
1/13 Steve Moore

Sierra Hillbillies
12/03 Rod Shuping

Trail Dusters
12/09 Dark
1/13 Arlen Miller

Western Weavers
11/24 Dark
12/08 Ken Bower
12/30 Dale Hoppers
1/12   Mike Seastrom
1/26   Dale Hoppers
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Bakersfield
Fiesta

March 16, 17, 18, 
2018

Callers:
Bronc Wise
Jerry Story

Michael Kellogg
Mike Seastrom
Hunter Keller

Info: 661-487-0472

Winter 
Festival
January 19 - 21, 2018

Callers:  
Bob Baier, Jerry Story, 

Tony Oxendine, 
Michael Kellogg, 

Eric Henerlau
King City

Info:  281-933-0088

Wing Ding
March 2, 3, 4, 2018

Callers:
Dan Nordbye, Johnny 

Preston, 
Scott Bennett

Merced, CA
Info. 209-996-0844

Mainstream - Advanced

Dance Level - Mainstream thru Challenge
Weekend Events

58th California State
Square Dance

Convention
April 20 - 22, 2018
Callers: Rob French, Eric 

Henerlau, Darryl Lip-
scomb, Jack Pladdys,& 

Jerry Story
Mainstream - C4

Yuba City
Info: castate2018.org

Holiday Hop
Jan 1- 4, 2018

Callers: 
Mike Seastrom. 

Ken Bower,
 Gary Shoemake

Laughlin, NV
Info:  760 200-1031

Desert Stomp
March 25 - 28, 

2018
Laughlin, NV

Callers:
Buddy Weaver,

 Jerry Gilbreath,
Ken Bower.

Gary Shoemake
Info: 760-200-1031
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Advanced Dances
 Weaver Believers
 4th Friday - A1/A2

December 22
Jauary 26

February 23

8:00 - 10:30 PM
Canoga Park

Women’s Club
Caller - Buddy Weaver

Valley Trailers
Advanced Dance

Michael Kellogg
June 30, 2018

Wilkinson Center,
Northridge

Phantom Squares
A2    7:45 PM

December 8
Ben Rubright

January 12, 2018
Rob French

Canoga Park
 Women’s Club Trailblazers

December 2
Sandie Bryant

January 7
Bronc Wise

February  4
Anne Uebelacker

Mel’s Dance Hall
Westminster, CA

 Fall Frolic
A2

Casa de Fruta
Caller: 

Johnny Preston
November 24-26, 2017

Info:
pearsteppers.org

707-489-6819

Los Baños 
Delight

March 9, 10, 11, 2018
A2 w/C1 Sessions

Callers:
Jet Roberts
Jerry Story

Cowtown
December 9

Caller: Buddy Weaver
A2 Workshop 4:00 - 6:00

A2 Dance  7:30 - 9:30 

15950 Van Buren Blvd.
Riverside

Snow Ball 
Celebration

December 16, 2017
A1 - A2

Afternoon 2:00-4:30
Caller:  Mike 

Sikorsky
Roseville, CA

December 30
Advanced Dance

A-2
Caller:

Romney Tannehill
Mel’s Dance Hall

19



Transition Phase III Class
Thursdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Intermediate Class Phase  III/IV
+ Classics & ROM’s

Thursdays 8:00 - 9:30 pm
Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge

1st Sunday Dance, Phase II - VI
1:30 - 4:30 pm

Wilkinson Sr. Center, Northridge

5th Sunday
Phase 4 - 6 
RD Party

November 29
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k

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 Farmers
& Charmers
Lads ‘N’
Lassies
Caller: 
David Mee

3
Sierra
Hillbillies
Caller: Rod 
Shuping

4 5
Square
Dance 
Class

6 7
Round
Dance
Class

8
Western
Weavers
Caller: 
Ken Bower

9 Happy 
Squares
Caller: 
Romney 
Tannehill

Trail Dusters
Caller: Dark

10

VT Holiday
Party

11   Board
Meeting 

7:30

12
Square
Dance
Class

13 14
Round 
Dance
Class

15 16     VT-
Valley Trailers
Caller: 
Dee Dee 
Dougherty

17 18 19
Square
Dance 
Class

20 21
Round
Dance
Class

22 23 Buckles
& Bows
Caller: Dark

Boots &
Slippers
Caller: Dark

24 25 26
Square
Dance
Class

27 28
Round
Dance
Class

29 30
Western
Weavers:
Dale 
Hoppers

December 

Merry
Christmas

Hanukkah
Begins

December 2
Lads ‘n’ Lassies

Caller:  David Mee
Wilkinson Center

December 8
Western Weavers
Caller: Ken Bower

Burbank

Visitation

Recommended



Web:     valleytrailers.org
Phone:  (818) 360-8750
Email:   VTsdClub@gmail.com

Date Theme Caller
1/20/18       Black Light Dance Mike Hogan

2/17 Charlie Robertson

3/17 Dark - Go to Bakersfield Fiesta

4/21 Bob Knowles

5/19 Dan Nordbye

6/16 Mike Haworth

6/30 ADVANCED Michael Kellogg

7/21 Ken Ritucci


